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The meeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m.

Adoption of the agenda

The agenda was adopted.

Protection of civilians in armed conflict

Report of the Secretary-General on the 

(S/2013/689)

Letter dated 3 February 2014 from the 

Permanent Representative of Lithuania 

to the United Nations addressed to the 

Secretary-General (S/2014/74)

The President

Ukraine and Uruguay to participate in this meeting.

Union to the United Nations, to participate in this 

meeting.

Nations to participate in this meeting, in accordance 

the previous practice in this regard.

concept note concerning the item under consideration.

Ms. Pillay

human rights components in peacekeeping operations.

(OHCHR).
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components work better together to respond to the 

mandates, and to ensure that human rights components 

seeking to strengthen our headquarters support to those 

resourced human rights monitoring, advocacy and 

rights investigation, monitoring, advocacy and reporting 

are key concerns now more than ever. Together with 

the United Nations Mission in South Sudan, we are 

increased human rights capacity within the United 
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peacekeeping operations on the issue and the pressing 

to basic necessities.

go unheeded.

moved beyond that, and yet we are witnessing it in 

we cannot get aid in.

Arab Red Crescent workers to evacuate more than 1,000 

emphasis that peacekeeping operations have given to 

considerations on peace and security.

The President

Ms. Amos

peacekeeping operations, humanitarian access and 
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thereby increasing risks to humanitarian workers and 

 

bring communities together, but the trust has gone.

when the United Nations Mission in South Sudan 

protection and assistance in eight United Nations bases, 

Homs. They, too, must be protected and respected by 

Let me now turn to peacekeeping operations.

Mandating peacekeeping missions to protect 

our peacekeepers to do more, as their numbers are not 

humanitarian actors. We have sought to address some 
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to continue working with Member States, United Nations 

The President

Mr. Ladsous (spoke in French

changed and how much remains unchanged. Perhaps 

compared to the previous year. The indiscriminate use 

centres.
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are supporting and strengthening the respective 

(spoke in English)

respecting humanitarian space.

Over the years, the Department has made a 

United Nations mission aimed at enhancing protection. 

be unprecedented protection and opening its doors to 
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Mr. Daccord

in this meeting.

initiatives. The widening gap between humanitarian 

is more dangerous than it was in 1994. United Nations 

task.

Now, do not mistake my point. Much has been put 

situation, whether in countries with peacekeeping 

ground.

The President
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strategies by United Nations peacekeeping missions.

resident communities.

 

that basis.
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Mr. Wilson 

such atrocities.

participate in the debate.

have been made over the years by the Security 

guidance by States.

continues to gain momentum and widespread support 

turn words and promises into concrete actions and to 

The President
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humanitarian assistance.

Mr. Quinlan 

protection matters.

peacekeepers may be required. Once peacekeeping 
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they must have appropriate training, equipment and 

support so as to assist peacekeepers in tracking and 

September, requires.

are one means to that end.

rapid and unimpeded humanitarian access to meet the 

decisions to equip peacekeeping missions with robust 

protection mandates. We are seeing the positive impact 

Nations Mission in South Sudan, with the protection 
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prevention.

crises.

importance we attach to this issue.

As we have agreed today, we must use it on a more 

Mr. DeLaurentis 

rights.

risks.
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Mr. Zagaynov (Russian Federation) (spoke in 

Russian

 

each country situation.

known serious repercussions.

were treated.

preposition equipment and to consider in advance how 

dynamics into our peacekeeping strategies. We cannot 

networks.

the United Nations peacekeeping mission and must 

do, the preparations we make and the operations we 

our neighbours.
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Ms. Lucas (Luxembourg) (spoke in French

(S/PRST/2014/3), whose annex contains the updated 

Madam President, your concept note (S/2014/74, 

throughout the country.

important in this regard is to work to prevent and avert 
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statement has not been respected by the parties to the 

the humanitarian situation continues to deteriorate, 

Sudan and other crisis situations. We must do make 

Mr. Liu Jieyi (China) (spoke in Chinese): China 

Red Cross.

respected by non-State armed groups.

Peacekeeping operations are without a doubt the 

such a mission?

soon begin its work, in accordance with the provisions 
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consideration to the situation on the ground and the 

and that the resources and equipment are adequate 

their mandates.

Humanitarian aid agencies must enhance 

communication with the countries concerned and, 

humanitarian aid operations.

Mr. Errázuriz spoke in Spanish): My 

the Red Cross Daccord.

part.

As mentioned in the concept note (S/2014/74, annex) 

Nations peacekeeping operations.

processes, strengthening security sectors, economic 
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the same way, troops must be given training in the 

coordination among the various actors on the ground 

Mr. Oyarzábal (Argentina) (spoke in Spanish): 

producing the concept note (S/2014/74, annex

in the meeting.

community must seek to do so in accordance with the 

with non-State actors within those same States.

First, there needs to be greater cooperation among 
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be participating in United Nations peacekeeping 

between ethnic groups.

groups via an intervention brigade.

manner.

operations.
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murder, torture, rape, arbitrary detention and other 

inhumane acts are widespread. More than 130,000 

activities must be given priority in decisions on the use 

Haiti.

Those who commit war crimes, crimes against humanity 

Mr. Oh Joon 

commitment. Peacekeeping operations with a mandate 

peacekeeping missions have protection mandates, where 

noteworthy achievements in that regard.
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United Nations has been conducting peace operations 

with one voice with regard to access to humanitarian 

assistance.

since the genocide against the Tutsi in Rwanda, 20 

years ago.

strategies, structures and resources with the situation 

peacekeeping operation requires enhanced cooperation 

the United Nations peacekeepers and humanitarian 

Mr. Nduhungirehe 
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today.

on this issue.

community to protect them by strengthening and 

 

their respective comparative advantage.

with troop-contributing countries to seek their advice 

commend troop-contributing countries that have 

requirements in various peacekeeping missions around 

important initiative in that respect.

Mr. Adoum (Chad) (spoke in French
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primary instrument in that regard.

that approach.

peace.

to prevent the atrocities beign committed against 

However, the situation remains precarious, 

under no circumstances shirk its duty to protect the 

and one that must be strengthened and promoted.

Mr. Araud (France) (spoke in French
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now.

aid to those in need.

agree.

Mr. Hmoud (Jordan) (spoke in Arabic): My 

atrocities being committed there.

The French Mission regrets that the Secretariat does 
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stress the need to provide the necessary resources to 

missions to raise awareness and promote understanding 

United Nations peacekeeping operations and Member 

States.

We agree with the concept note presented by 

the presidency (S/2014/74, annex) with regard to the 

participation in peacekeeping operations, Jordan has 

important participation in this meeting.

Nations peacekeeping operations mandated by the 

mandated peacekeeping tasks, and most important the 
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appreciated.

dynamic environments where security situations can 

and standard procedures. That has raised questions 

coordination among them.

respond to situations that have a negative impact on 

and carry out a comprehensive protection strategy, 

Mrs. Ogwu (Nigeria): Thank you, Madam 

to such threats by giving United Nations peacekeeping 

peacekeeping operations, and one that requires more 
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The President

South Sudan, State institutions do not have the capacity 

they operate, peacekeepers can assist the host State, but 

protective environment.

and preparing protection strategies require improved 

by the Secretariat.

areas.

contingents.

7 March.
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peacekeepers, must know that there is no escaping 

guaranteed the protection they need.

the normative basis and concrete actions on the ground 

Mr. Paet 

mandates requires adequate resources, structures and 

must ensure that protection is considered a priority 

Adequate resources, training and mandate 
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groups. There is growing understanding that women and 

assistance and human rights activities on supporting 

we are in a situation where humanitarian agencies and 

measures.

Estonia continues to support United Nations 

reaction. That is why Estonia has decided to take part, 

We remember the Rwandan genocide in 1994, when 

United Nations peacekeeping operations receive 
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behind peacekeeping operations. Estonia remains 

Lennart Meri said once, “Crimes against humanity are 

genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and 

end to atrocities and to impunity.

The President

Mr. Rosenthal spoke in Spanish): 

as humanitarian workers, assets and goods, must be 

humanitarian actors to ensure a more coordinated 

approach to negotiating, securing and maintaining 
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in that regard.

various measures that can be considered and adapted 

The President

Mr. Grunditz 

them and add them to those contained in the present 

At the same time, it is worth reiterating that United 
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into action.

investigate and prosecute those crimes.

situations today must never be accepted. The need to 

regarding that matter. We stand ready to contribute 

in United Nations peacekeeping operations. Ensuring 

to prevent atrocities.

is increasing.

Attacks against humanitarian workers are war 
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communities.

missions and operations must go through rigorous 

The President

Mr. Drobnjak 

capacity.

(1999) provides us with the opportunity to take stock 

we must return to it over and over again when needed.
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concentration camps and indiscriminate air raids. We 

Dinka who were doing so in United Nations compounds 

On 19 December 2012, some 2,000 armed youths 

makers?

those who have boots on the ground, and to those who 

that cannot be ignored.

that.

operations.

statement S/PRST/2014/3 with the updated 

The President

Mr. Mukerji 

annex). 

As the concept note reminds us, this year marks the 
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terms and conditions under which they committed their 

the Congo (MONUSCO) is going to change. We have 

them.

the Congo once again?

The President

Mr. Montaño (Mexico) (spoke in Spanish): Mexico 

Turning to mandates and their interpretation, the 

Secretariat and troop-contributing countries, prior to 

peacekeeping missions.

The TCCs know the situation on the ground better than 

S/PV.982, p. 4)

to be done, the views were ignored. Things started 
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to exercise the veto.

The President

Mr. Prosor 

our eyes, the crisis in Syria has reached catastrophic 

report on this item (S/2014/689).

Peacekeeping operations are the most important 

mandates granted to missions, and that they serve to 

weapons impedes peacemaking and keeping. We 

in his report,

“Maintaining the distinction between ... counter-

(S/2013/689, para. 43)
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to act now.

The President

Mr. Seger 

debate.

in that regard.

most.

admit that we have not done enough. Somewhere in the 
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to take the initiative to guarantee that.

the issue with due consideration to the protection 

(spoke in French)

that

“Mandating peacekeeping missions to protect 
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society actors, continue to support that initiative. The 

institution.

The President

Mr. Barriga 
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Mr. Haniff 

United Nations peacekeeping missions embody the 

peacekeepers are united in our common cause to ensure 

guide United Nations missions in taking proactive and 

recording.

crimes and crimes against humanity. We encourage 

The President
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Member States and other United Nations missions. My 

instrument. That requires commitment, resources and 

The President

Mr. Khalil 

synergies between those two important mechanisms, 

and economic growth.

peacekeeping missions.

inter-agency coordination and communications and 

not be underestimated.
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standards.

access to those providing humanitarian assistance. 

We share the concerns expressed in the Secretary-

Congo, despite the robust peacekeeping mandate that 

the Congo. The situations in Syria and the occupied 

annex) it has prepared and its suggestion that we 

through United Nations peacekeeping missions. The 

We support providing missions with the necessary 

peacekeeping missions so as to ensure the protection 

We stress that United Nations peacekeeping 

operation. Peacekeeping missions with protection 

that regard.
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dangerous conditions.

to introduce this dimension into the peacekeeping 

Committee on Peacekeeping Operations, and we note 

The President

Nations bodies concerned to take decisive actions to 

contributing countries, be devoted to the emerging 

The President

Mr. Spinellis 

and important debate.

has been made over the past decade to enhance the 

be reached.
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expert.

to raise awareness about the devastating humanitarian 

and guidance to reduce their humanitarian impact. We 

stand ready to assist in those endeavours.

Member States to ensure that attacks by armed drones 

Mr. Sajdik (Austria): Let me start by thanking 

Security Network.

view to strengthening protection on the ground. The 

to ensure a more coherent practice by sanctions regimes 
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With regard to the situation in Syria, the EU 

crimes against humanity and war crimes must be 

The President

Union to the United Nations.

Mr. Vrailas

statement.

Let me start by stating that the EU continues to 

Human Rights so that human rights monitors can be 

needed. For its part, the European Union has responded 
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peacekeeping operations.

The President

Mr. Masood Khan those protection mandates, and we need to continue 
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peacekeeping operations.

Despite the varying views regarding robust 

peacekeeping, the consensus remains strong around the 

activities are so important. Our experience has shown 

be respected. The mandate and discussion on that 

consequences: unmet expectations and heightened 
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strikes.

past month or so, there has been a pause in drone 

The President

Mr. Adi spoke in Arabic): 

convening this important meeting.

This year coincides with the one-hundredth 
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current crisis in the country.

The President

Mr. Wittig 

protection.

them, with a view to ending the occupation. The 

the terrorism being carried out against Syrians and to 

terrorism, and to make those States withdraw their 

by the United Nations in order to protect Syrians, 
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remain

engagement with Member States and others to raise 

on the matter.

The President

Mr. Sinhaseni 

they have again imparted. 

context.

upon.

Court.
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utmost to support them. We must provide them with 

adequate resources and equip them with the necessary 

capacities.

on this important issue. Let me reiterate that, in 

The President

the Lithuanian presidency to bring this important topic, 

peacekeeping missions with protection mandates need 

contributing countries.

mandating missions, so that they can be designed 
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There are many areas in which we may improve the 

who are providing or trying to provide humanitarian 

under attack. 

humanitarian assistance. 
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actions.

necessary and humanitarian access is requested, we 

improved.

be created.

Eight, when appropriate and when on-site 

to that initiative.

The President

Mr. Lambertini 
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ways to mainstream those thematic statements into the 

protection mandates. Events in South Sudan, with tens 

peacekeeping missions being better prepared and better 

best when combined with prevention. That means 

them.

The President

Mr. McLay 
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The President

Mr. Koncke Pizzorno (Uruguay) (spoke in 

Spanish

contributions to the debate.

and its adoption by training centres and troop-

coordination capacity.

is accompanied by grave war crimes and atrocities. 

questions about when, and in what circumstances, 
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Mr. Imnadze 

today.

human rights situation in the areas where the authorities 

stop the harm and prevent its recurrence.

contributing countries participating in peacekeeping 

mandate. 

competent in humanitarian and human rights matters. 

The President
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(S/PRST/2014/3), which reiterates the commitments 

statements. 

(S/2013/689) notes, peacekeepers are mandated to carry 

dangerous environments. That necessitates that 

operations in that regard. 

situation on the ground, but being denied the access 

our part, we stand ready to contribute to concerted 

The President

Mr. Percaya 

(S/2014/74, annex).
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missions and be up to the mark.

to better understand the interconnections between the 

Furthermore, as peacekeeping has grown to 

encompass the broader humanitarian approach, it is 

presence in United Nations peacekeeping missions have 

continue to improve its training on that issue at our 

Security Centre.

cooperation and synergy among the concerned entities 

inside and outside the United Nations system.

The President

Mr. Van Oosterom 

and harness the required equipment and resources, 

the United Nations missions.

Committee on Peacekeeping Operations, to undertake 
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Peacekeeping missions must be better prepared and 

various United Nations missions.

(S/2014/74, annex).

On prevention, it is obvious that the best way to 
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Cross, humanitarian aid agencies and the countries 
The President

Mr. Rakhmetullin 

convened this open debate on the important theme 

peace and security.

greater cohesion among mandates, intentions and 

rights and humanitarian components and mandates and 

synergies and ease in decision-making on enhancing 
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United Nations peacekeeping operations, in 

under no circumstance become a means to change 

the host State.

Nations peacekeeping operations and troop- and 

security mandates.

The President

Mr. Reyes Rodríguez (Cuba) (spoke in Spanish): 

wherever it may occur. Nor do we accept genocide in 
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to achieve prosperity and a region where human rights 

The President

Mr. Patriota 

presentations.

As the concept note (S/2014/74, annex) prepared 

be addressed with the same approach.

weapons to non-State actors, as is occurring at present 

under occupation.
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(S/2013/689, para. 26). 

human rights.

Nations has made great strides in this area since then, 

However, as is pointed out by the Secretary-
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through its peacekeeping missions ,to hunt down, arrest 

The President

Mr. Nkoloi 

discussions today.

war crimes and crimes against humanity. 
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among many others.

strategies in order to respond to the ever-worsening 

provide the necessary support and services to those who 

must assist them in this burdensome task, supporting 

and taking the necessary measures when the actors 

Monitoring and reporting are among the most 

important contributions that peacekeeping and other 

and report.

Furthermore, the United Nations, its missions and 

United Nations missions and peacekeeping operations to 

with necessary support, equipment and resources.

continue to constrain humanitarian response in a 

humanitarian workers.

note the important measures that some States continue 

that regard.

The President

Mr. Eler 

debate. 

Rwanda and Srebrenica genocides. The need to protect 
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must be the benchmark against which we measure the 

according to United Nations standards and that 

This year we are marking the twentieth anniversary 
The President

Mr. Donoghue 
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The President

Mr. Alemu 

open debate on a very serious issue that has been the 

there appears to be a yawning gap with respect to the 

reports.

protection through United Nations peacekeeping 

missions, improving humanitarian access, and 

United Nations peacekeeping missions strengthened 

undertaken by the United Nations Mine Action Service, 

protection is prevention. And yet it remains the case 

and prevention. The United Nations Mission in South 

that a United Nations mission can have in mitigating 

more apparent.
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Where there are strong State institutions, undue 

overtures to non-State actors might contribute to the 

years, where we are now and how we wish to proceed to 

The President

Ms. Frankinet spoke in French): 

concerned States, on the other.

transparency with respect to the way in which those 

they take to be the underdog and give scant attention to 

a distinction between situations where States have 
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peace missions are necessary. That is why we support 

to this.

both by the United Nations and the Member States, 

mandate.

armed drones, their use must be in accordance with 

continents and the European Commission signed a 

states in his report, some progress is being made in that 
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assigned to certain peacekeeping operations.

Every meeting in which we discuss the protection 

access to United Nations humanitarian assistance to 

weapons.

The President

Mr. AlOtaibi spoke in Arabic): At 

) and 

Today we are considering a question very important 

the question was in August 2013 (see S/PV.7019). We 

this issue.

humanitarian aid. At a time when we are witnessing 
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(spoke in French)

and in promoting their empowerment.

such acts, is important.

(spoke in English)

assistance.

United Nations, given the deteriorating humanitarian 

The President

Mr. Rishchynski 

opportunities where more can be done to ensure their 

Over the years, Canada has sought to encourage and 
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Mr. Loulichki (Morocco) (spoke in French): My 

S/2013/689, para. 8

that have not yet done so to take appropriate measures 

(spoke in French)

and unhindered access to humanitarian actors seeking 

(spoke in English)

You may rest assured, Madam President, that 

The President
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The President

Mr. Logar 

Network.

2013.

task is dependent on coordination with the host country, 

which has, as has been stated many times in this debate, 
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assistance and resources to such States. The Network 

United Nations peacekeepers. The concrete actions, 

such as those taken by peacekeeping missions with 

missions have the necessary resources and capacities 

The President

Mr. Ruiz spoke in Spanish

note (S/2014/74, annex

that is why it is imperative to continue to discuss, on 

peacekeeping and other missions. The Network shares 
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The President

Mr. Tanin 

We share the concern over the situation that 
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We note with deep concern an increase in the 

terrorism and counter-insurgency operations have 

have been taken in that regard in recent years.

assistance throughout the next decade to support 

process.

The President

The security situation remains today precarious, and 

mosques.

and underscoring the need to bring its perpetrators 
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the need to end...

region to move beyond the status quo towards a secure 

and adequate security protection guarantees to the 

The President

Mr. Umemoto 

Mr. Nazarian 

previous speakers in thanking the United Nations 

We share the concerns raised in this Chamber 

Nations and other humanitarian actors.

working on demining and charities tending to 

humanitarian and/or monitoring operations that cross 
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take immediate actions and measures to improve the 

The President

Mr. Nduhuura 

(S/2014/74, annex) prepared by Lithuania.

over the past 10 years. Such attacks against humanitarian 

operations in an arbitrary manner within the territories 

way in order to protect humanitarian workers, ensure 
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on preventive mechanisms to deter damage, destruction 

enormous.

The President

Mr. Hassan (Sudan) (spoke in Arabic)

), 

peace and security. From that perspective, greater use 
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The President

Mr. Kushneruk 

is no peace to maintain, peacekeeping operations, 
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However, it had become evident that, in order to avoid, 

The President

Ms. Abdelhady-Nasser 

such duties.

We consider demining operations to be another 

and to share our experience within United Nations 

peacekeeping missions.
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recent period.

impact every human right and to disrupt every aspect 

ibid, 

para. 60)

S/2013/689, para.8) which 

debate.

in a tragic manner.

a day has gone by in which our situation has not been 

the protection provisions have been committed by the 
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adequate resources, bearing in mind that such resources 

situations.

Furthermore in that regard, we reiterate our 

The President

Mr. Oyarzun Marchesi (Spain) (spoke in Spanish): 
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an unprecedented massacre by the invading Armenian 

protection advisers.

Mediation, with an important mediation initiative in 

and make concerted progress on mechanisms and 

such protection.

The President

Mr. Musayev 

protection mandates by peacekeeping operations.
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We have presented our position in this regard many 

The President

Mrs. Furman 

to mention the persecution and discrimination against 

2013. According to the report, that number is most 

peace agreements under no circumstances encourage 

The President

statement.

Mr. Zagaynov (Russian Federation) (spoke in 

Russian

We get the impression that the insinuations made 
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human rights system.

sophisticated weapons. The continuous attacks and 

war.

human rights and human dignity.

The President

Mr. Samvelian 

every opportunity to increase its warmongering and 

President stated,

 

Security and Cooperation in Europe.
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The President: There are no more names inscribed 

item on its agenda.

The meeting rose at 6.20 p.m.

The President

Mr. Imnadze 

path.

The President

Mr. Musayev 

Armenia to disguise its aggression, and thereby to assert 

its innocence with regard to the crimes committed 


