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  Letter dated 15 April 2020 from the Secretary-General addressed 

to the President of the Security Council 
 

 

 I have the honour to transmit herewith the first report by the Organisation for 

the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) Investigation and Identification Team 

pursuant to paragraph 10 of decision C-SS-4/DEC.3 (“Addressing the Threat from 

Chemical Weapons Use”) Ltamenah (Syrian Arab Republic), 24, 25 and 30 March 

2017, which I received from the Director-General of OPCW on 8 April 2020 (see 

annex).  

 The issue of the use of chemical weapons in the Syrian Arab Republic is one 

that the Security Council has been seized of since 2013. As any use of chemical 

weapons poses a serious threat to international peace and security, I believe it is 

appropriate that the report be shared with the members of the Council.  

 I should be grateful if you would bring this matter to the attention of the 

members of the Security Council. 

 

 

(Signed) António Guterres 
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  Annex to the letter dated 15 April 2020 from the 

Secretary-General addressed to the President of the 

Security Council 
 

 

[Original: Arabic, Chinese, English, French,  

Russian and Spanish] 

 I have the honour to provide to you, for your consideration, the attached report 

entitled “First report of the Technical Secretariat pursuant to paragraph 10 of decision 

C-SS-4/DEC.3 (dated 27 June 2018)” (see enclosure). The report was prepared in 

accordance with paragraph 10 of decision C-SS-4/DEC.3, dated 27 June 2018, which 

was adopted by the Conference of the States Parties of the Organisation for the 

Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (hereinafter referred to as “OPCW”). Consistent 

with paragraph 10 of this decision, the report has already been provided to the 

Executive Council of OPCW, for its consideration.  

 I also wish to inform you that some of the annexes of the report contain 

confidential information classified as “OPCW highly protected” and will be provided 

to you through appropriate means. Consistent with the Agreement concerning the 

Relationship between the United Nations and the Organisation for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons, I would kindly ask that the United Nations ensure the appropriate 

protection in respect of such confidential information, in accordance with its 

constituent instrument and policies on confidentiality.  

 Owing to the current situation arising from the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak 

and the ensuing restrictions on convening meetings that are, at the moment, applicable 

at OPCW, the report will be considered by the Executive Council of OPCW when the 

situation will allow. 

 

 

(Signed) Fernando Arias 
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Enclosure 
 

[Original: Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish]  
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