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GORbaO KeaOWK aQd fRUeLJQ SROLc\ 
 

  

 
 
 

  LeWWeU daWed 25 MaUcK 2020 fURP WKe UeSUeVeQWaWLYeV Rf AQJROa, 
CaPbRdLa, CKLQa, CXba, WKe DePRcUaWLc PeRSOe¶V ReSXbOLc Rf 
KRUea, DRPLQLca, GUeQada, WKe IVOaPLc ReSXbOLc Rf IUaQ, 
M\aQPaU, NLcaUaJXa, WKe RXVVLaQ FedeUaWLRQ, SaLQW VLQceQW aQd 
WKe GUeQadLQeV, SUL LaQNa, WKe SXdaQ, SXULQaPe, WKe S\ULaQ AUab 
ReSXbOLc, WKe BROLYaULaQ ReSXbOLc Rf VeQe]XeOa aQd ZLPbabZe WR 
WKe UQLWed NaWLRQV addUeVVed WR WKe SecUeWaU\-GeQeUaO aQd WKe 
PUeVLdeQW Rf WKe SecXULW\ CRXQcLO 
 
 

 Upon instructions from and on behalf of our respectiYe Ministers for Foreign 
Affairs, and in response to \our most recent callings, Ze take the opportunit\ to 
address \ou on a matter of utmost importance and great urgenc\, as is the global 
health crisis arising from COVID-19, Zhich Zas recentl\ declared a pandemic b\ the 
World Health Organi]ation (WHO).  

 For the past months Ze haYe all been folloZing Yer\ closel\ the deYelopments 
related to the coronaYirus, including its rapid spread and the large human toll it has 
had thus far, as Zell as the impact it is haYing on affected countries, particularl\ on 
the most Yulnerable sectors of societ\. This is, Zithout a doubt, the greatest public 
health emergenc\ of our times, Zhich, although taking place at a time Zhen 
multilateralism is under attack, proYides a unique opportunit\ for multilateralism to 
succeed and be strengthened at this time of global crisis and uncertaint\.  

 As \ou recentl\ stated, ³more than eYer before, Ze need solidarit\, hope and th e 
political Zill to see this crisis through together´, as nations trul\ united. In order to 
do so effectiYel\, nonetheless, Ze must join efforts and act in a collectiYe, coordinated 
and decisiYe manner, as responsible members of the international communit\. It is 
our common responsibilit\ not onl\ to saYe succeeding generations from the scourge 
of Zar, as Ze committed ourselYes to Zhen Ze signed the founding Charter of the 
United Nations, but also to ensure the timel\ adoption of policies and strategies to 
saYe our Yer\ oZn and present generation, and to giYe them both hope and reassurance 
for their Zell-being, stabilit\ and prosperit\.  
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 At home, our national GoYernments haYe all been acting responsibl\, including 
through the adoption of necessar\ precautionar\ measures to both contain the spread 
of and fight the coronaYirus. We haYe also adYanced in the design of contingenc\ 
plans to ensure, among other things, the functioning of basic serYices and emergenc\ 
response s\stems at the current juncture. Similarl\, as \ou are aZare, Ze haYe been 
Zorking Zith the United Nations s\stem to strengthen our cooperation programmes, 
as Zell as Zith other partners to learn from their e[periences and share best practices. 
Despite all this, Ze recogni]e that much still needs to be done, in order to be 
successful in this battle. 

 Toda\, Ze haYe a common enem\: COVID-19. And, as \ou haYe recogni]ed, it 
is time to ³gear up, step up and scale up´. Our national GoYernments haYe the political 
and moral Zill to moYe in that direction; our dedicated and professional ph\sicians 
and medical care proYiders are full\ capable to serYe in this time of need; and our 
peoples are read\ to do their part, as Ze are all aZare that this historical time calls for 
the greatest leYel of solidarit\, cooperation and collaboration Zith one another.  

 Nonetheless, Ze haYe to recogni]e that this is a hard ± if not impossible ± deed 
for those countries that are currentl\ facing the application of unilateral coerciYe 
measures, Zhich are illegal and blatantl\ Yiolate international laZ and the Charter of 
the United Nations. The destructiYe impact of said measures at the national leYel, plus 
their e[traterritorial implications, together Zith the phenomena of oYercompliance 
and the fear of ³secondar\ sanctions´, hinder the abilit\ of national GoYernments to, 
among other things, haYe regular access to the international financial s\stem or to 
free trade; thus, undermining ongoing efforts of national GoYernments to attack  
COVID-19, especiall\ in relation to the effectiYe and timel\ procurement of medical 
equipment and supplies, including testing kits and medications, Zhich are Yital for 
attending to and treating patients, as recentl\ recogni]ed b\ the Director  General of 
WHO. In addition, the sanctions also haYe a direct negatiYe impact on, among other 
things, the human rights to life, health and food of the peoples subjected to them. 
Ultimatel\, these measures also affect the essential cooperation and solidarit\ that 
should preYail betZeen nations. 

 Toda\, in the midst of the global pandemic resulting from the coronaYirus, said 
negatiYe impact on the Zelfare of our peoples and countries is being further 
aggraYated and multiplied. Hence, the urgent need for the international communit\, 
including the United Nations, to reaffirm their commitment Zith the concept of ³We, 
the Peoples of the United Nations´. Let us recall that, as per the conclusions of United 
Nations independent e[perts, the promulgation and application of unilateral coerciYe 
measures affect oYer one third of humankind.  

 In the light of the aboYe, Ze respectfull\ urge \ou to request the complete and 
immediate lifting of such illegal, coerciYe and arbitrar\ measures of economic 
pressure ± in line Zith the long-standing and principled position of the United Nations 
to reject unilateral coerciYe measures ± in order to ensure the full, effectiYe and efficient 
response of all members of the international communit\ to the coronaYirus, and to a lso 
reject the politici]ation of such a pandemic. This joint appeal Ze are making toda\, and 
of Zhich Ze e[pect a positiYe response from \our side, is, as \ou are Zell aZare, 
supported b\ the proYisions of an important number of releYant resolutions of the  
General Assembl\, thus, proYiding a solid basis for an\ action on \our part.  

 As \ou are Zell aZare, Ze liYe in an interconnected Zorld; hence, in the conte[t 
of a global pandemic, ³impeding medical efforts in one countr\ heightens the risk for 
all of us´, Zhich is Zh\ ± as has been recentl\ recogni]ed b\ the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights ± Ze must aYoid the collapse of an\ countr\¶s 
medical and health s\stem as a result of the application of illegal sanctions. Therefore, 
Ze cannot alloZ political calculations to get in the Za\ of saYing human liYes. This 
is a time, as \ou haYe stated oYer and oYer again, not for fostering chaos, but for 
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global solidarit\, cooperation and prudence; for joining efforts at the national, 
regional and international leYels, Zithout an\ kind of discrimination, if Ze reall\ Zant 
to oYercome this comple[ human crisis and its economic impact; and for 
recommitting ourselYes to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable DeYelopment and our 
pledge to leaYe no one behind. 

 Similarl\, Ze shall also stress the need to, in the current juncture, strengthen 
national economies in a Za\ that proYides national GoYernments, as Zell as the public 
and priYate sectors, the abilit\ to support and finance the necessar\ plans and 
strategies to ensure the containment of the spread of COVID-19. In this regard, Ze 
agree that, as \ou haYe recentl\ stated, ³more than eYer, GoYernments must cooperate 
to reYitali]e economies, e[pand public inYestment, boost trade, and ensure targeted 
support for the people and communities most affected b\ the disease or more 
Yulnerable to the negatiYe economic impact´ and that measures need to be urgentl\ 
taken to ³alleYiate the debt burden of the most Yulnerable countries («) and to ensure 
adequate financial facilities to support countries in difficulties´. This is of utmost 
importance, especiall\ for countries that, apart from noZ haYing to deal Zith the 
coronaYirus, haYe also to deal Zith other e[ceptional circumstances, such as the 
negatiYe impact of unilateral coerciYe measures. 

 In addition, Ze sei]e this opportunit\ to conYe\ to \ou our appreciation for the 
Zork that is currentl\ being carried out b\ the United Nations s\stem and for the Yer\ 
Yaluable support that is being proYided to our nations, most notabl\ b\ WHO, as Ze 
respond to this global crisis, Zhich Ze are confident Ze Zill oYercome together and 
emerge from stronger.  

 Lastl\, Ze respectfull\ request \our good offices to circulate the present letter 
as a document of the General Assembl\, under agenda items 83 and 126, and of the 
Securit\ Council. We are confident that \ou Zill pa\ proper attention to the serious 
concerns transmitted herein. 
 
 

Maria de Jesus dos Reis FeUUeLUa 
Ambassador 

 Permanent RepresentatiYe of the Republic of Angola  
to the United Nations 

SoYann Ke 
Ambassador 

Permanent RepresentatiYe of the Kingdom of Cambodia  
to the United Nations 

ZKaQJ Jun 
Ambassador 

Permanent RepresentatiYe of the People¶s Republic of China  
_to the United Nations 

Ana SilYia RRdUtJXe] AbaVcaO 
Ambassador 

Chargp d¶affaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Cuba  
to the United Nations 

KLP Song 
Ambassador 

Permanent RepresentatiYe of the Democratic People¶s Republic of Korea  
to the United Nations 

Loreen Ruth BaQQLV-RRbeUWV 
Ambassador 

Permanent RepresentatiYe of the CommonZealth of Dominica  
to the United Nations 
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Keisha Ani\a McGXLUe 
Ambassador 

Permanent RepresentatiYe of Grenada  
to the United Nations 

Majid TaNKW RaYaQcKL 
Ambassador 

Permanent RepresentatiYe of the Islamic Republic of Iran  
 to the United Nations 

Hau Do SXaQ 
Ambassador 

Permanent RepresentatiYe of the Republic of the Union of M\anmar  
to the United Nations 

Jaime HeUPLda CaVWLOOR 
Ambassador 

Permanent RepresentatiYe of the Republic of Nicaragua 
 to the United Nations 

Vassil\ A. NebeQ]La 
Ambassador 

Permanent RepresentatiYe of the Russian Federation to the United Nations  

Inga Rhonda KLQJ 
Ambassador 

Permanent RepresentatiYe of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines  
to the United Nations 

Kshenuka Dhireni SeQeZLUaWQe 
Ambassador 

Permanent RepresentatiYe of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka  
to the United Nations 

Omer Mohamed Ahmed SLddLJ 
Ambassador 

Permanent RepresentatiYe of the Republic of the Sudan  
to the United Nations 

Kitt\ SZeeb 
Ambassador 

Permanent RepresentatiYe of the Republic of Suriname  
to the United Nations 

Bashar Ja¶afaUL 
Ambassador 

Permanent RepresentatiYe of the S\rian Arab Republic  
to the United Nations 

Samuel MRQcada 
Ambassador 

Permanent RepresentatiYe of the BoliYarian Republic of Vene]uela  
to the United Nations 

Petronellar N\aJXUa 
Minister Plenipotentiar\ 

Chargp d¶affaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of the Republic of ZimbabZe  
to the United Nations 

 


