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Letter dated 8 May 2003 from the Permanent Representatives of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and
the United States of America to the United Nations addressed to
the President of the Security Council
The United States of America, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and Coalition partners continue to act together to ensure the
complete disarmament of Iraq of weapons of mass destruction and means of delivery
in accordance with United Nations Security Council resolutions. The States
participating in the Coalition will strictly abide by their obligations under
international law, including those relating to the essential humanitarian needs of the
people of Iraq. We will act to ensure that Iraq’s oil is protected and used for the
benefit of the Iraqi people.
In order to meet these objectives and obligations in the post-conflict period in
Iraq, the United States, the United Kingdom and Coalition partners, acting under
existing command and control arrangements through the Commander of Coalition
Forces, have created the Coalition Provisional Authority, which includes the Office
of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance, to exercise powers of government
temporarily, and, as necessary, especially to provide security, to allow the delivery
of humanitarian aid, and to eliminate weapons of mass destruction.
The United States, the United Kingdom and Coalition partners, working
through the Coalition Provisional Authority, shall inter alia, provide for security in
and for the provisional administration of Iraq, including by: deterring hostilities;
maintaining the territorial integrity of Iraq and securing Iraq’s borders; securing, and
removing, disabling, rendering harmless, eliminating or destroying (a) all of Iraq’s
weapons of mass destruction, ballistic missiles, unmanned aerial vehicles and all
other chemical, biological and nuclear delivery systems and (b) all elements of
Iraq’s programme to research, develop, design, manufacture, produce, support,
assemble and employ such weapons and delivery systems and subsystems and
components thereof, including but not limited to stocks of chemical and biological
agents, nuclear-weapon-usable material, and other related materials, technology,
equipment, facilities and intellectual property that have been used in or can
materially contribute to these programmes; in consultation with relevant
international organizations, facilitating the orderly and voluntary return of refugees
and displaced persons; maintaining civil law and order, including through
encouraging international efforts to rebuild the capacity of the Iraqi civilian police
force; eliminating all terrorist infrastructure and resources within Iraq and working
to ensure that terrorists and terrorist groups are denied safe haven; supporting and
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coordinating demining and related activities; promoting accountability for crimes
and atrocities committed by the previous Iraqi regime; and assuming immediate
control of Iraqi institutions responsible for military and security matters and
providing, as appropriate, for the demilitarization, demobilization, control,
command, reformation, disestablishment, or reorganization of those institutions so
that they no longer pose a threat to the Iraqi people or international peace and
security but will be capable of defending Iraq’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.
The United States, the United Kingdom and Coalition partners recognize the
urgent need to create an environment in which the Iraqi people may freely determine
their own political future. To this end, the United States, the United Kingdom and
Coalition partners are facilitating the efforts of the Iraqi people to take the first steps
towards forming a representative government, based on the rule of law, that affords
fundamental freedoms and equal protection and justice under law to the people of
Iraq without regard to ethnicity, religion or gender. The United States, the United
Kingdom and Coalition partners are facilitating the establishment of representative
institutions of government, and providing for the responsible administration of the
Iraqi financial sector, for humanitarian relief, for economic reconstruction, for the
transparent operation and repair of Iraq’s infrastructure and natural resources, and
for the progressive transfer of administrative responsibilities to such representative
institutions of government, as appropriate. Our goal is to transfer responsibility for
administration to representative Iraqi authorities as early as possible.
The United Nations has a vital role to play in providing humanitarian relief, in
supporting the reconstruction of Iraq, and in helping in the formation of an Iraqi
interim authority. The United States, the United Kingdom and Coalition partners are
ready to work closely with representatives of the United Nations and its specialized
agencies and look forward to the appointment of a special coordinator by the
Secretary-General. We also welcome the support and contributions of Member
States, international and regional organizations, and other entities, under appropriate
coordination arrangements with the Coalition Provisional Authority.
We would be grateful if you could arrange for the present letter to be circulated
as a document of the Security Council.
(Signed) Jeremy Greenstock
Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom
(Signed) John D. Negroponte
Permanent Representative of the United States
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