Concept Note:

Arria Formula Meeting on Advancing New Paradigms for Peacebuilding:
Fortifying Inclusive and Sustainable Approaches to Peacemaking

Date: January 12, 2026 | Time 10:00 AM | Venue: ECOSOC Chamber

Convened by: Somalia

Background and Rationale

The global peace and security landscape is experiencing increasing pressure. Conflicts are
becoming more protracted, geopolitical tensions are rising, and trust in institutions responsible
for managing peace processes is fragile. Across multiple regions—including the Horn of
Africa, the Great Lakes, the Sahel, and other conflict-affected areas—traditional peace
processes have limited societal participation and insufficient legitimacy. These shortcomings
contribute to fragile political situations, recurring violence, and diminished confidence in both
national and multilateral peacemaking efforts.

Global evidence underscores that peace processes grounded in legitimacy, inclusion,
accountability, and practical delivery yield more sustainable outcomes. Emerging
approaches—shaped by lessons from national reconciliation initiatives, regional mechanisms,
and global research efforts—demonstrate the importance of societal engagement and local
ownership. Among these evolving paradigms that have contributed to broader reflections on
how peace processes can be made more resilient and responsive to societal needs.

These developments highlight the need for the international community, including the UN
Security Council, to consider more scalable and field-tested approaches to peacebuilding. By
exploring new models that prioritize local participation and institutional trust, Member States
and regional actors can strengthen the foundations for sustainable peace and enhance the
effectiveness of mandates, mediation efforts, sanctions regimes, and strategic partnerships.

This Arria Formula meeting provides an opportunity for Member States, regional
organizations, civil society, and peacebuilding practitioners to reflect on emerging
peacebuilding frameworks; discuss converging lessons across regions; and explore how field-
tested approaches can reinforce the Council’s role in conflict prevention, resolution, and
stabilization.

Objectives of the Meeting

This Arria Formula meeting seeks to:

1. Examine evolving challenges facing peace processes globally;
Promote greater coherence and harmonized implementation of evidence-based
approaches across national, regional, and international peace efforts;

3. Explore options to enhance support for regional initiatives, including reconciliation
mechanisms, dialogue processes, and governance reforms;



Encourage expanded international support for institutional capacity-building in
inclusive governance, conflict prevention, and reconciliation;

Foster dialogue among governments, regional bodies, civil society, and international
partners to strengthen political settlements and improve peace outcomes.

Guiding Questions

Participants may consider the following questions:

1.

Are current peacebuilding and reconciliation mechanisms adequate to address today’s
complex conflicts? What reforms or innovations are needed to enhance legitimacy,
inclusion, and accountability?

How can Member States and regional organizations work with the UN to incorporate
local ownership, societal participation, and inclusive dialogue into peace and
reconciliation processes?

What practical steps can be taken to better support national and regional processes that
apply experience-centered approaches to rebuild trust and strengthen political
settlements?

How can emerging peacebuilding paradigms advance broader coherence across peace,
governance, and development agendas?

Format and Participation

The meeting will be held in an Arria-formula format and will be open to all UN Member States.

Opening Remarks

H.E. Ambassador Abukar Dahir Osman, Permanent Representative of Somalia to
the United Nations

H.E. Ambassador Ricklef Johannes Beutin, Permanent Representative of Germany
to the United Nations, and Chair of the Peacebuilding Commission

Briefers

Mr. Bert Koenders, Board Member, Principles for Peace Foundation; former Minister
of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands; former Minister for Development Cooperation;
and

Ms. Hiba Qasas, Executive Director, Principles for Peace Foundation

Expected Outcome

This meeting aims to deepen international understanding of experience-centered peacebuilding
and highlight practical avenues for embedding inclusion, accountability, and societal
engagement into peace processes. It is expected to:

Generate actionable recommendations to inform future Council deliberations;
Strengthen collaboration between national governments, regional mechanisms, civil
society, and international partners;

Identify concrete entry points for integrating experience-centered principles into UN-
supported political and peace operations.



