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Special Research Reports Published in 2012

Special Research Reports, which are published 
both in hard-copy and on our main website, 
provide an in-depth analysis of particularly 
significant Council decisions or actions. In 
2012, SCR published one such report, on 
Security Council Elections. This report is 
produced annually in preparation of the elec-
tion of five new non-permanent members to 
the Security Council which normally takes 

place in October every year.
���•���•�‡�‡�’�‹�•�‰���™�‹�–�Š���’�”�‡�˜�‹�‘�—�•���”�‡�’�‘�”�–�•�á���–�Š�‡���j�h�i�j��

�”�‡�’�‘�”�–�á���’�—�„�Ž�‹�•�Š�‡�†���‘�•���j�m�����‡�’�–�‡�•�„�‡�”�á���’�”�‡�•�‡�•�–-
ed the various candidates for the elections, 
analysed possible issues with regard to the 
composition of the Council and provided 
an overview of relevant UN Charter provi-
sions and rules of procedure for election to 
the Council as well as historical background 

and established practices. The report was 
intended as a resource for candidates and 
the wider UN membership for the elections 
�‘�•���i�p�����…�–�‘�„�‡�”���j�h�i�j���‹�•���–�Š�‡���
�‡�•�‡�”�ƒ�Ž�����•�•�‡�•�„�Ž�›�ä��
���•���ƒ���•�‡�™���ˆ�‡�ƒ�–�—�”�‡�á���–�Š�‡���j�h�i�j���‡�†�‹�–�‹�‘�•���…�‘�•�–�ƒ�‹�•�‡�†��
an annex with detailed round-by-round 
results for every Security Council election 
�•�‹�•�…�‡���i�q�l�n�ä
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Germany will preside over the Council in Septem-
ber. A high-level meeting on the Council’s cooper-
ation with the League of Arab States and ways to 
strengthen this relationship is planned to coincide 
with the start of the general debate of the General 
Assembly. In addition to German Foreign Minis -
ter Guido Westerwelle, who will preside, several 
other high level participants are expected. 

An open debate on children and armed con-
�ict  is planned, with the new Special Represen-
tative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Con�ict, Leila Zerrougui, and the head 
of UN peacekeeping, Hervé Ladsous, expected 
as briefers. 

There is also a debate planned on Afghani-
stan during which the head of the UN Assistance 
Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), Jan Kubiš, is 
expected to brief.

The chair of the Iran Sanctions Committee 
(1737 Committee), Ambassador Néstor Osorio 
(Colombia), is due to provide his quarterly brief -
ing to the Council.

Brie�ngs, to be followed by consultations, are 
expected on:
�t��developments in Sierra Leone and the work 

of the UN Integrated Peacebuilding O�ce in 
Sierra Leone (UNIPSIL) by its head and Execu -
tive Representative of the Secretary-General Jens 
Anders Toyberg-Frandzen, and the chair of the 
Sierra Leone country-speci�c con�guration of the 
Peacebuilding Commission (PBC), Ambassador 
Guillermo Rishchynski (Canada); 
�t��developments in Liberia and the work of the 

UN Mission in Liberia  (UNMIL) by its head 
and Special Representative of the Secretary-Gen-
eral Karin Landgren, and the chair of the Libe-
ria country-speci�c con�guration of the PBC, 
Ambassador Sta�an Tillander (Sweden);
�t��developments and the latest Secretary-Gener-

al’s report on the UN Support Mission in Libya  
(UNSMIL), by the Secretariat; and
�t��the Middle East, most likely by Special Coor-

dinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Robert 
Serry.

Brie�ngs in consultations are likely on:
�t��issues of concern, under the “horizon scan-

ning” format, by the head of the Department of 
Political A�airs, Je�rey D. Feltman; 
�t��Sudan and South Sudan (twice, in line with 

resolution 2046 requiring brie�ngs every 15 days), 
most likely by the Special Envoy of the Secretary-
General, Haile Menkerios;
�t��the work of the Sudan Sanctions Committee 

(1591 Committee) by its chair, Ambassador Nés-
tor Osorio (Colombia);
�t��developments in the Sahel region, with a par-

ticular focus on Mali , by the head of the Depart-
ment of Political A�airs, Je�rey D. Feltman;
�t��the situation in Yemen, by Special Advisor of 

the Secretary-General Jamal Benomar; and
�t��developments in and the latest Secretary-

General’s report on Guinea-Bissau, by the head 
of the Department of Political A�airs, Je�rey D. 
Feltman.

In addition, consultations are possible on:
�t��developments in Syria; and
�t��the political transition process in Somalia.

Formal sessions will be needed to adopt reso-
lutions renewing the mandates of UNMIL  and 
UNIPSIL . 

It is also possible that, in line with Article 24(3) 
of the UN Charter, the Council will adopt its 
annual report to the General Assembly in Sep-
tember. �t
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India will have the presidency of the Security 
Council in November. Two open debates are 
planned on piracy as a global threat and on the 
Council’s working methods. 

Debates are scheduled on Bosnia and Herze-
govina, with a brie�ng by High Representative 
Valentin Inzko; on Timor-Leste , with a brie�ng by 
the acting head of the UN Integrated Mission in 
Timor-Leste  Finn Reske-Nielsen; and on the UN 
Interim Administration Mission in  Kosovo, with 
a brie�ng by its head, Farid Zarif.

Early in the month several Council members 
will undertake a visiting mission to Timor-Leste. 

Mid-month members will participate in the 
annual “Hitting the Ground Running” workshop  
organised by Finland for the newly elected Coun-
cil members.

Brie�ngs are expected on:
�t��the 1267/1989 Al-Qaida Sanctions Commit -

tee (chaired by Germany); the 1373 Counter-
Terrorism Committee  (chaired by India); and 
the 1540 Committee concerning weapons of 
mass destruction (chaired by South Africa)—
this joint brie�ng may be followed by a debate;

�t��the situation in Yemen, by Special Adviser 
Jamal Benomar;

�t��the visiting mission to Timor-Leste , by Ambas-
sador Baso Sangqu (South Africa) who is lead-
ing the delegation; and

�t��Libya and the ICC  by the Court’s Prosecutor, 
Fatou Bensouda.
Brie�ngs to be followed by consultations are 

likely on:
�t��the UN Support Mission in  Libya by the head 

of Political A�airs, Je�rey Feltman;
�t��the UN Mission in  South Sudan, by the head 

of Peacekeeping, Hervé Ladsous; 
�t��the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq by its 

head, Martin Kobler;
�t��the situation in the DRC  by the head of the 

UN Stabilisation Mission in the DRC , Roger 
Meece;

�t��the situation in the Middle East, also by Felt-
man; and

�t��the 1970 Libya Sanctions Committee (chaired 

by Portugal).
Brie�ngs in consultations are likely on:

�t��Western Sahara, by Personal Envoy Christo-
pher Ross; 

�t��Sudan and South Sudan, most likely by Spe-
cial Envoy Haile Menkerios;

�t��the implementation of resolution 1701, by 
Special Coordinator for Lebanon Derek 
Plumbly;

�t��the Somalia/Eritrea Sanctions Committee 
(chaired by India);

�t��the DRC Sanctions Committee (chaired by 
Azerbaijan);

�t��the DPRK Sanctions Committee  (chaired by 
Portugal); and

�t��the Secretary-General’s report on illicit cross-
border tra�cking  and movement requested 
in an April presidential statement (S/
PRST/2012/16).
In addition, brie�ngs and consultations are 

possible on developments in Guinea-Bissau, Syria, 
Sierra Leone following the elections scheduled 
for 17 November, and on the plans for an inter-
national force in Mali . 

Formal sessions will be needed to adopt reso-
lutions to renew:
�t��the mandate of UN Interim Security Force 

in Abyei;
�t��the DRC sanctions and the mandate of the 

Group of Experts;
�t��the authorisation of the Somalia anti-piracy 

measures; and 
�t��the authorisation of the EU-led multinational 

stabilisation force in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
The Council will adopt and present its annual 

report of the Security Council to the General 
Assembly in November. 

At press time, it also seemed that some Council 
meetings, which were cancelled when UN Head-
quarters closed down due to Hurricane Sandy, 
would be rescheduled in November, including 
1559 consultations (Lebanon) and a private meet-
ing with the president of the International Court 
of Justice.
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Overview

Morocco will hold the December presidency of 
the Security Council. 

A high-level meeting on peace and security in the 
Sahel is planned and is likely to be presided over by 
Morocco’s Foreign Minister Saad-Eddine Al Othm -
ani. The Secretary-General and his Special Envoy 
for the Sahel, Romano Prodi, are expected to brief.

An open debate on post-con�ict peacebuilding  
with a likely brie�ng by the head of the Peace-
building Support O�ce, Judy Cheng-Hopkins, is 
planned.

Two debates are planned: on the International 
Criminal Tribunals for Rwanda and the former 
Yugoslavia, and on Afghanistan. The debate on 
the tribunals will include brie�ngs by the respec-
tive courts’ presidents and prosecutors. The 
debate on Afghanistan and UNAMA will most 
likely be preceded by a brie�ng from UNAMA’s 
head, Ján Kubiš.

Brie�ngs are expected on:
�t��UN peacekeeping, with a focus on inter-mis-

sion cooperation, by the head of the Depart-
ment of Peacekeeping Operations Hervé Lad-
sous, and the head of the Department for Field 
Support, Ameerah Haq;

�t��the work of Council subsidiary bodies by their 
departing chairs; 

�t��the work of the UN Regional O�ce for Central 
Africa and the Secretary-General’s report on 
the Lord’s Resistance Army by Abou Moussa, 
the head of UNOCA; 

�t��the Iran sanctions by the Sanctions Committee 
Chair, Ambassador Néstor Osorio (Colombia);

�t��the work of the ICC on Sudan by Prosecutor 
Fatou Bensouda; and

�t��the situation in Yemen, by the Secretary-Gen-
eral’s Special Adviser Jamal Benomar (this 
brie�ng was originally planned for November 
and was postponed). 
There will be brie�ngs, followed by consulta -

tions, on:
�t��the situation in Mali  and the Secretary-Gen-

eral’s report regarding the deployment of an 
international stabilisation force in Mali, most 
likely by the Secretary-General; and

�t��the Middle East, most likely by Je�rey Felt -
man, the Under-Secretary-General for Politi-
cal A�airs.

Brie�ngs in consultations are likely on:
�t��Sudan and South Sudan (twice), most likely 

by the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General, 
Haile Menkerios;

�t��the UN Interim Security Force in Abyei, by 
Ladsous;

�t��the Sudan sanctions, by the Sanctions Com-
mittee Chair, Ambassador Osorio;

�t��the Liberia sanctions, by the Sanctions Com-
mittee Chair, Ambassador Masood Khan 
(Pakistan);

�t��the e�orts to restore constitutional order in 
Guinea-Bissau, possibly by Special Represen-
tative Joseph Mutaboba;

�t��the Guinea-Bissau sanctions, by the Sanctions 
Committee’s Chair, Ambassador Mohammed 
Loulichki (Morocco);

�t��the work of the UN Disengagement Observer 
Force (UNDOF)  by the Secretariat; and

�t��Iraq-Kuwait  issues, by High-level Coordinator 
Gennady Tarasov.
The Council may also hold meetings on devel-

opments in Syria and the DRC.
Formal sessions will be needed to adopt reso-

lutions on:
�t��the renewal of the mandate of the Ombudsper-

son assisting the 1267/1989 Al-Qaida Sanc-
tions Committee and the mandate of the mon-
itoring team assisting the 1267/1989 Sanctions 
Committee and the 1988 Taliban Sanctions 
Committee; 

�t��modifying the 1988 Taliban Sanctions regime;
�t��the extension of the terms of judges of the 

International Criminal Tribunals  for Rwanda 
and the former Yugoslavia;

�t��the Liberia sanctions regime, to amend the 
sanctions provisions and renew the mandate 
of its Panel of Experts;

�t��the renewal of the mandate of UNDOF;  
�t��the authorisation of an African-led interna-

tional support mission in Mali;  and
�t��possibly on Timor-Leste (UNMIT).  �t
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The UN General Assembly is scheduled to 
hold elections for the Security Council on 18 
October. Five of the ten non-permanent Coun-
cil seats will be �lled for the 2013-2014 term 
according to the following regional distribution:
�t��one seat for the African Group, currently 

held by South Africa;
�t��one seat for the Group of Asia and the 

Paci�c Small Island Developing States 
(the Asia-Paci�c Group), currently held 
by India;

�t��one seat for the Group of Latin American 
and Caribbean States (GRULAC), cur -
rently held by Colombia; and

�t��two seats for the Western European and 

Others Group (WEOG), currently held 
by Germany and Portugal. 
The �ve newly elected members will take 

up their seats on 1 January 2013 and will 
serve until 31 December 2014. The proce-
dures governing elections to the Security 
Council are described in detail in Annex 1. 

At press time, two of the candidates—
Argentina and Rwanda—seemed to be 
headed for a “clean slate” election as no other 
candidates from their respective regional 
groups were running.
�t��Argentina is the only candidate for the 

GRULAC seat. A UN member since 
1945, Argentina has served on the Council 

	�����������
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Cross-Cutting Reports Published in 2012

Cross-Cutting Reports track the actual perfor-
mance of the Security Council in following 
through on thematic issues on its agenda. 
These are also published in hard-copy and 
are available on our website. Three such 
reports were published in 2012: 

Cross-Cutting Report on Women, Peace and 
Security

This was SCR’s second Cross-Cutting Report 
on Women, Peace and Security. It was pub-
lished on 27 January 2012 to assist Security 
Council members and others in their prepa-
rations for the Council’s 23 February open 
debate on women and peace and security. The 
first report examined the first ten years that 
this issue was on the Council’s agenda fol-
lowing the adoption of landmark resolution 
1325. The 2012 report continued assessing the 
influence of resolution 1325 and subsequent 
related resolutions on the work of the Council. 

More specifically, the report examined the 
framework created by the Council to address 
women, peace and security issues; the extent 
to which the Council addressed these issues 
in the country situations on its agenda; and 
the Council’s changing dynamics over the 
year. It surveyed relevant data in resolutions, 
presidential statements, Secretary-General’s 
reports and peacekeeping mandates.

As part of the analysis it also reviewed 
recent  developments in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, particularly the mass 
rape that took place in the Walikale region in 
2010, and considered the Council’s response 
as one example of its engagement with wom-
en, peace and security issues.

Overall, the report found that attention to 

the women, peace and security agenda contin-
ued to be integrated into the Council’s coun-
try-specific resolutions and presidential state-
ments, but was not yet universal. It also found 
that the Secretary-General’s reports had given 
increasing weight and consideration to wom-
en’s issues over the years, but there remained a 
lack of reporting consistency between different 
country-specific situations. 

In conclusion, the report suggested that 
there was a need to improve the timeliness of 
communication between missions in the field, 
the Secretariat and the Council. In terms of 
the continuing development of the Council’s 
response to sexual violence, including the 
implementation of the monitoring, analy-
sis and reporting arrangements on conflict-
related sexual violence and possible imposi-
tion of sanctions on individuals, the report 
suggested that the Council consider ways to 
ensure the effectiveness of its actions, in par-
ticular with regard to persistent violators or 
governments reluctant to bring past violators 
to justice. It also suggested that the Coun-
cil continue its consideration of how best to 
incorporate the Office of the Special Repre-
sentative for Sexual Violence with the work of 
UN Women in the future.

Cross-Cutting Report on the Protection of 
Civilians in Armed Conflict 

This report, published on 31 May 2012, was 
the fifth in a series of cross-cutting reports on 
the protection of civilians in armed conflict 
launched in 2008 to track the Security Coun-
cil’s approach to the issue and assist Council 
members and others in their work on protec-
tion of civilians at the thematic level as well as 

in country-specific situations. The 2012 report 
was presented in advance of the Council’s 25 
June open debate on the protection of civilians. 

The report highlighted 2011 as a remark-
able year for Council involvement on the 
protection of civilians. Following its land-
mark decisions on Libya in resolutions 1970 
and 1973, which included the authorisa-
tion of military force to protect civilians and 
the referral of the situation to the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC), as well as its 
clear response in resolution 2014 to threats 
against the population in Yemen, the Council 
struggled to reach agreement on an effective 
response to the killing of civilians in Syria. 
(This was illustrated through an in-depth 
case study on Syria.) 

According to the report, the controversy 
surrounding the implementation of the pro-
tection of civilians mandate in Libya appeared 
to create a new level of mistrust among 
Council members that negatively impacted 
the Council’s work on protection of civilians 
more generally. In spite of this, however, the 
report found that the Council’s approach to 
the protection of civilians in terms of measur-
able outcomes in country-specific situations 
did not significantly change. In particular, the 
report concluded that the Council continued 
to consistently address protection issues in 
relevant country-specific decisions, including 
resolutions and presidential statements. In 
decisions on existing peacekeeping operations 
and other mandated missions, protection lan-
guage was sometimes strengthened, in par-
ticular with regard to issues of impunity and 
accountability. The Council also continued to 
actively use sanctions as a tool to target those 
responsible for violations against civilians, list-
ing several individuals as subject to targeted 
measures based on such violations over the 
course of 2011. 

In addition, the report noted that the 
Council seemed to rely increasingly on sit-
uation-specific briefings by the Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) and the Office of the High Com-
missioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to 
get additional information on protection 
challenges in situations on its agenda.

Finally, the report emphasized the impor-
tance of the Council continuing to imple-
ment the existing normative framework on the 
protection of civilians at the country-specif-
ic level using the tools already at its disposal 

1

 SECURITY COUNCIL REPORT
CROSS-CUTTINg REPORT

2012 NO.1
27 January 2012
This report is available online 
and can be viewed together 
with Monthly Forecast Reports 
and Update Reports at  
www.securitycouncilreport.org

This is Security Council Report’s second Cross-Cutting Report on Women, Peace and Security. The first 
report examined the first ten years that women, peace and security was on the Security Council agenda. 
Resolution 1325, passed in 2000, recognised that civilians, especially women and children, make up the 
vast majority of people adversely affected by armed conflict and called for mainstreaming a gender per-
spective into peacekeeping operations. This report continues assessing the influence of resolution 1325, 
and subsequent related resolutions, on the work of the Council. As part of this analysis it reviews recent 
developments in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, particularly mass rape in the Walikale region, and 
considers the Council’s response as one example of its engagement with women, peace and security issues.

Women, Peace and Security

A voter shows her inked finger 
and registration card after  
voting in the Southern Sudan 
referendum in January 2011.
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 SECURITY COUNCIL REPORT
CROSS-CUTTINg REPORT

2012 NO.2
31 May 2012
This report is available online 
and can be viewed together 
with Monthly Forecast Reports 
and Update Reports at  
www.securitycouncilreport.org

This is Security Council Report’s fifth Cross-Cutting Report on the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict 
following the publication of our first such report in October 2008. With this report we continue to systematically 
track the Security Council’s involvement in the protection of civilians since it first emerged as a separate  
thematic topic in 1999. The report looks at relevant developments at the thematic level since our last  
cross-cutting report and analyses Council action in country-specific situations relating to the protection of  
civilians, highlighting the case of Syria. It also discusses the impact of evolving Council dynamics and outlines 
some emerging issues for the Council’s future consideration.  It is our hope that the report will serve as a  
useful resource for Security Council members and others as they prepare for the Council’s next open debate  
on the protection of civilians and beyond. 

Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict

Major General Robert Mood of Norway, 
the head of UNSMIS in Syria, arrives  
to inspect the site of twin blasts in 
Damascus on May 10, 2012.
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Cross Cutting Reports Published in 2012 (con’t)

such as the aide-mémoire and the informal 
expert group and taking forward the Secre-
tary-General’s recommendations. In addition, 
it suggested that Council members consider 
for future action some recent initiatives to 
strengthen the protection of civilians agenda 
such as the recommendations from the work-
shop on accountability organised by Portugal 
and OCHA in November 2011 as well as issues 
related to the use of explosive weapons, civil-
ian casualty tracking and making amends to 
civilians harmed by lawful combat operations. 

Cross-Cutting Report on Children and Armed 
Conflict

SCR’s 2012 Cross-Cutting Report on Chil-
dren and Armed Conflict was published on 27 
August 2012. It was intended to serve as a 
resource for Security Council members and 
others in their preparations for the Council’s 

19 September open debate on children and 
armed conflict and adoption of resolution 
2068. It was SCR’s fifth report in a series of 
cross-cutting reports on children and armed 
conflict launched in 2008. (The first report 
which examined data from 2003 to 2007 pro-
vided a baseline for second, third and fourth 
reports published in April 2009, June 2010 
and July 2011 respectively.) These annual 
cross-cutting reports highlight key trends 
over the past year and suggest options for 
improving Council and Working Group deci-
sion making on this issue.

The 2012 report reviewed developments 
at the thematic level since SCR’s 2011 cross-
cutting report and offered a statistical anal-
ysis of Council action in country-specific 
situations in 2011 compared with previous 
years. An extensive case study on Soma-
lia was presented providing more in-depth 
analysis of how the Council had handled the 
issue of children and armed conflict at the 
country-specific level. The report also pro-
vided detailed coverage of the activities of 
the Office of the Special Representative on 
Children and Armed Conflict and the Work-
ing Group on Children and Armed Conflict. 

The 2012 report indicated that there had 
been an upward trend in the incorporation 
of children and armed conflict issues into 
the specific work of the Council. Although 
resolution 1973 on Libya set off a series of 
reactions that significantly affected Council 
dynamics in most areas of its work, the find-
ings indicated that this did not affect the chil-
dren and armed conflict agenda substantively 
although it may have led to a more cautious 

approach to the issue in order not to roll back 
progress made in the past. 

The report also established that the 
greater interaction and transmission of 
information between the Office of the Spe-
cial Representative of the Secretary-Gen-
eral for Children and Armed Conflict, the 
Working Group and the relevant sanctions 
committees appeared to have produced 
some results. The Special Representative 
briefed the Working Group on Libya, Mali 
and Syria. The report noted, however, that 
there was little appetite to take any action 
following these briefings. In addition, while 
coming up with comprehensive conclusions, 
the Working Group continued to stay away 
from stronger recommendations such as tar-
geted sanctions and specific time-lines that 
might put pressure on persistent perpetra-
tors although it was able to reduce the time 
spent negotiating conclusions. 

Finally, the report offered some possible 
options for further Security Council action 
including ways of reengaging the Council 
through reviving former practices such as the 
Council President making statements to the 
press or sending letters to governments and 
inviting the chair of the Working Group and 
the Special Representative to regularly brief 
the Council. The report also put forward 
options for dealing with persistent perpetra-
tors including holding a debate on the issue 
and exploring further the idea of having all 
relevant sanctions committees add children 
to their designation criteria as well as having 
greater interaction between the Council, the 
Secretariat, the national courts and the ICC. 

What’s in Blue

What’s in Blue (WiB) is an online news feed 
which offers daily updates on developments 
in the Security Council as a supplement to 
our publications. (The name refers to the 
final stage of the negotiations of a Security 
Council resolution when the text is printed in 
blue.) It has its own website, (www.whatsin-
blue.org) and can also be accessed through 
SCR’s main site. It is made freely available 
to email subscribers and Twitter followers (@
SCRTweets). WiB postings cover all issues 
on the agenda of the Council and provide 

insights on upcoming meetings, status of 
negotiations, draft resolutions, reports and 
relevant documents, as well as the activities 
of the subsidiary bodies. It also offers a daily 
digest of news stories carefully selected by 
SCR staff of special relevance to the Security 
Council. 

Over the course of 2012, its first full year 
of operation, WiB quickly established itself 
as an indispensable resource for all those 
involved in the day-to-day work of the Coun-
cil, exceeding expectations with more than 

5,000 e-mail subscribers. SCR maintained a 
high level of responsiveness to developments 
in the Council, producing some 250 WiB sto-
ries. Readership continued to grow with a 
steady rise both in the number of visits to 
the WiB website and in the number of e-mail 
subscribers.

In 2012 SCR also started to expand the 
use of social media to promote WiB and grow 
its readership by launching an SCR Twitter 
site and RSS feed for WiB. The Twitter site is 
being used to publicize WiB stories when they 
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An internally displaced child  
plays outside a war-ravaged 
building in Mogadishu, Somalia.

2012, No. 3
27 August 2012 

This report is available online and  
can be viewed together with 
research studies and Update Reports 
at securitycouncilreport.org.

For daily insights by SCR on evolv-
ing Security Council actions please 
subscribe to our “What’s In Blue” 
series at whatsinblue.org or follow 
@SCRtweets on Twitter.

Security Council Report’s fifth Cross-Cutting 
Report on Children and Armed Conflict analyses 
statistical information on children and armed 
conflict in country-specific decisions of the Secu-
rity Council and trends in 2011 and early 2012. 
It also suggests options for improving Security 
Council and Working Group decision making on 
this issue.  After several years of largely positive 
developments and progress, in 2011 the protec-
tion of children in armed conflict agenda faced 
a number of challenges. Although it was pos-
sible for the Council in 2011 to adopt resolution 

1998, expanding the criteria for inclusion in the 
Secretary-General’s annexes to include attacks 
on schools and hospitals, the repercussions of the 
differences that emerged during the negotiations 
are still being felt in 2012. While resolution 1973 
on Libya set off a series of reactions that signifi-
cantly affected Council dynamics in most areas 
of its work, our findings indicate that this did not 
affect the children and armed conflict agenda 
substantively although it may have led to a more 
cautious approach to the issue in order not to 
roll-back progress made in the past. •
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are posted. So far there has been a steady 
growth in the number of new followers as 
well as followers re-tweeting SCR’s stories. 
We also began to develop new platforms for 
accessing WiB through mobile devices. Fol-
lowing the launch of a mobile site for WiB in 
March 2012, SCR commissioned the devel-
opment of dedicated WiB applications for 

iPhones and Android. The new applications 
were launched in early 2013.

While WiB was created as a separate proj-
ect, it has now been mainstreamed as a core 
SCR product and features prominently on 
our main website together with our other 
publications. SCR believes WiB has sig-
nificantly improved our overall impact and 

ability to fulfill our mission. More specifically, 
WiB has significantly improved access to high 
quality information and analysis of the activi-
ties of the Security Council for all interested 
stakeholders and has led to greater transpar-
ency in the work of the Council.

Capacity-Building Programme

Over the course of 2012, SCR continued 
to develop the new capacity-building pro-
gramme established in 2011. The objective 
of the programme is to enhance the technical 
and procedural performance of newly-elected 
Security Council members. It is designed as 
an intensive capacity-building exercise com-
prised of lectures, case studies and interactive 
exchanges with course participants, ideally 
before the elected member joins the Security 
Council. The programme offers an overview 
of the Council, covering its mandate, practice

Security Council Report 2012 Annual 
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and procedure, working methods, subsid-

iary bodies and internal and external dynam-
ics in detail. It also includes a final session on 
specific country situations or cross-cutting 
issues of particular interest to the newly-
elected Security Council members.

In 2012, after having finalised all of the 
course materials, SCR started to conduct for-
mal capacity-building sessions for interested 
countries on an individual basis. Over the 
course of the year, five candidate countries 
participated in the programme either in New 
York or in their respective capitals (Finland, 

Luxembourg, Republic of Korea, Saudi Ara-
bia and Uruguay).

In addition to the training of individual 
countries, SCR continued its cooperation 
with the Security Council Affairs Division 
(SCAD) of the UN Secretariat on an annual 
capacity-building seminar on Security Coun-
cil sanctions for the newly elected Council 
members. The seminar, which was held in 
December 2012 in our offices, provided an 
opportunity for incoming Council members 
to familiarise themselves with the various 
sanctions regimes in preparation for their 
two-year membership term. 
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Outreach

Over the course of 2012, SCR continued to 
conduct extensive outreach activities, mainly 
through briefings and discussions, targeting a 
number of key stakeholders, including Coun-
cil members, UN member states, the UN 
Secretariat, foreign policy institutes, NGOs, 
academic institutions and the media. Our 
monthly briefings on the issues before the 
Security Council continued to attract strong 
interest from our three key constituents: 
NGOs, UN agencies and UN member states.
SCR’s NGO briefings were regularly attend-
ed by Amnesty International, CARE, Cari-
tas Internationalis, Coalition for the Interna-
tional Criminal Court, Crisis Action, Global 
Centre for the Responsibility to Protect, 
Global Policy Forum, Human Rights Watch, 
International Coalition for the Responsibility 
to Protect, International Crisis Group, Inter-
national Federation for Human Rights, Inter-
national Rescue Committee, Jacob Blaustein 
Institute, Oxfam International, Refugees 
International, Women’s Refugee Commission 
and the World Federalist Movement.

Briefings for UN agencies were regularly 
attended by the New York representatives 
from the Office of the UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the 
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-
General for Children and Armed Conflict 
and the Office of the UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) as well as the 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) and the Centre for Humanitarian 
Dialogue. In December 2012, the UN Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) also started to attend these briefings.
The monthly briefings for UN member states 
were regularly attended by a geographical-
ly diverse group of 15 countries, including 
some who recently served as elected mem-
bers on the Security Council.

In 2012, SCR also hosted two outreach 
events for students. On 3 April, SCR’s Exec-
utive Director met with a group of students 
from Soochow University, Taiwan, and on 
27 April with students from the University of 
Ljubljana, Slovenia.

SCR also regularly hosted meetings of the 
NGO Working Group on the Security Coun-
cil and continued to lend its conference room 
to other Council related events in order to 

facilitate and encourage focused discussions 
on the role and performance of the Council.
In addition, SCR hosted or participated in 
the following roundtables, conferences or 
panel discussions over the course of 2012:
•	 Panel Discussion on the Security Coun-

cil and the Rule of Law, Human Rights 
and Transitional Justice co-hosted by SCR 
and the Permanent Mission of Denmark 
to the UN, 13 January. (SCR’s Executive 
Director and the Permanent Representa-
tive of Denmark co-chaired the event.)

•	 Conference on the Responsibility to Pro-
tect sponsored and organised by the Stan-
ley Foundation, the Carnegie Corporation 
and the MacArthur Foundation, 18 Janu-
ary. (SCR’s Executive Director chaired a 
panel on policy approaches to the Respon-
sibility to Protect.)

•	 Roundtable on the UN’s role in pro-
moting human rights at the Council on 
Foreign Relations, 1 February. (SCR’s 
Deputy Executive Director chaired the 
roundtable.)

•	 Roundtable on Revisiting the Work of the 
Security Council in 2011 organised by the 
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, 16 March.

•	 Workshop on Rising Powers and a New 
Emerging Order organized by the Chi-
cago Council on Global Affairs, 16 April. 
(SCR’s Deputy Executive Director par-
ticipated as a panelist.)

•	 Workshop on Dealing with Conflict in 
Africa: The United Nations and Region-
al Organizations at the Centre for Inter-
national and Defence Policy; Queen’s 
University, Kingston Ontario, 3-4 May. 
(SCR’s Deputy Executive Director par-
ticipated as a panelist.)

•	 Seminar on the Security Council and 
Emerging Threats organised by the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs of Luxembourg, 
Luxembourg, 10-12 May. (SCR’s Execu-
tive Director participated as a panelist.)

•	 Workshop on the UN Security Council, 
Peacekeeping and the Rule of Law organ-
ised by the Australian National Univer-
sity and the Permanent Mission of Aus-
tralia to the United Nations, 30-31 May. 
(SCR’s Executive Director participated as 
a panelist.)

•	 Symposium on the Role of the UN 

Security Council in Protecting Human 
Rights: Prospects and Challenges, at the 
Friedrich Ebert Foundation, Berlin, 6 
June. (SCR’s Deputy Executive Director 
participated as a panelist.)

•	 Meeting on Security Council Resolutions 
and Global Legal Regimes, a project of 
UN University, held at CUNY Graduate 
Center, 12 June.

•	 Roundtable on the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo co-hosted by SCR and 
the International Crisis Group, 14 June. 
(SCR’s Executive Director chaired the 
event.)

•	 Workshop on Strengthening the Rule of
•	 Law through the UN Security Council 

organised by the Australian National Uni-
versity and the Australian Civil-Military 
Centre in Canberra, Australia, 17-18 Sep-
tember. (SCR’s Executive Director par-
ticipated as a panelist.)

•	 International Expert Conference on 
the UN Human Rights Council’s Per-
formance: Prospects and Challenges at 
the Friedrich Ebert Foundation, Berlin, 
16-17 October. (SCR’s Deputy Executive 
Director participated as a panelist.)

•	 Panel discussion on the Role of Special 
Representatives of the Secretary-Gener-
al organised by the International Peace 
Academy (IPI), November 19. (SCR’s 
Executive Director participated as a 
panelist.

•	 Seminar on the UN Security Council 
and the International Criminal Court 
organised by the University of California 
(Irvine) and Humanity United in Lagu-
na Beach, California, 29-30 November. 
(SCR’s Executive Director participated as 
a panelist.)

•	 Panel discussion on Security Coun-
cil Reform organised by UNITAR, 6 
December.

•	 Roundtable on the Situation in the Sahel 
with Ambassador Robert Fowler hosted 
by SCR, 6 December.

•	 Seminar on South Africa, Africa and the 
International Security Architecture organ-
ised by the Centre for Conflict Resolu-
tion in Cape Town, South Africa, 12-13 
December. (SCR’s Executive Director 
participated as a panelist.)
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STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION (31 DECEMBER 2012 AND 31 DECEMBER 2011)

2012 2011

Assets

Cash and cash equivalents $ 1,096,577 $ 1,087,239

Grants receivable (net) 67,329 1,795,060

Security deposits 130,744 130,744

Total Assets $ 2,000,649 $ 3,013,043

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSET

LIABILITIES

Accounts payable $ 102,739 $ 64,467

Deferred rent 74,057 80,476

Due to Columbia University 100,379

Total Liabilities $176,796 $245,322

NET ASSETS

Unrestricted (net of foreign currency losses) $ 987,387 $ 777,915

Temporarily restricted   836,466 1,989,806

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $ 1,823,853 $ 2,767,721

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES (YEARS ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2012 AND 31 DECEMBER 2011)

2012 2011

REVENUE AND SUPPORT

Grants and contributions $ 1,787,292 $ 4,476,770

Other income 247 6,971

Total revenue and support 1,787,539 4,483,741

EXPENSES

Program services 2,454,969 2,456,966

Management and general services 199,582 494,733

Total expenses 2,740,455 3,116,606

Change in Net Assets (943,868) 1,363,645

Net assets (beginning of the year) 2,767,721 1,404,076

Net assets (end of year) 1,823,853 2,767,721

2012 EXPENDITURE 2011 EXPENDITURE

$2,740,455 $3,116,606

89.6% Program Services 78.8% Program Services

7.3% Management and General Services 15.9% Management and General Services

3.1% Fundraising 5.3% Fundraising
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List of Donors in 2012

SCR is grateful to its generous donors. They provide the financial support which is necessary for the organisation to achieve programme 
objectives and continue to expand its products and services to UN Member States and other stakeholders at no cost. In 2012, SCR received 
funding from the following governments and foundations:

Governments
Australia
Austria
Canada
Finland
Germany
Liechtenstein
Luxembourg
NewZealand
Norway
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Sweden
Switzerland

Foundations
The Ford Foundation
The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
International Development Research Centre (IDRC)
The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

Board of Directors

Paul Brest (Chair)
President,The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

John Coatsworth
Dean, School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University (until March 2012)

Maya Harris
Vice President, Program on Democracy, Rights and Justice, The Ford Foundation (from September 2012)

Barry Lowenkron
Vice President of International Programs, The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation

Ambassador Abdallah Al-Mouallimi
Permanent Representative of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations in New York (from December 2012)

Ambassador Guillermo E. Rishchynski
Permanent Representative of Canada to the United Nations in New York
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 Board of Directors (con’t)

Ambassador Geir O Pedersen
Permanent Representative of Norway to the United Nations in New York (from September 2012)

Ambassador Paul Seger
Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the United Nations in New York

Ambassador Morten Wetland
Permanent Representative of Norway to the United Nations in New York (until June 2012)

International Advisory Group

Ambassador Wegger Strømmen (Chair)
Ambassador of Norway to the United States

Dr. Adekeye Adebajo
Executive Director, Centre for Conflict Resolution, University of Cape Town

Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid Al-Hussein
Permanent Representative of Jordan to the United Nations in New York

Ambassador Emilio J. Cárdenas
former Permanent Representative of Argentina to the United Nations (1992-1997)

Professor Jorge Castañeda
Global Distinguished Professor of Politics and Latin American Studies at New York University and former Foreign Minister of Mexico (2000-2003)

Louise Fréchette
Chair of the Board of CARE Canada, member of the Board of CARE International and former Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations 
(1997-2005)

Jean-Marie Guéhenno
Arnold A. Saltzman Professor of Professional Practice at Columbia University and former Under-Secretary-General for United Nations Peacekeeping 
Operations (2000-2008)

Ambassador Colin Keating
Founding Executive Director of Security Council Report (2004-2011) and former Permanent Representative of New Zealand to the United Nations 
in New York (1993-1996)

Elisabeth Lindenmayer
Adjunct Professor and Interim Director of UN Studies at Columbia University and former Deputy Chef de Cabinet of the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations

Ambassador Johan Løvald
former Permanent Representative of Norway to the United Nations in New York (2003-2008)

Ambassador Kishore Mahbubani
Dean, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore and former Permanent Representative of Singapore to the United Nations 
(1984-1989, 1998-2004)
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International Advisory Group (con’t)

Dr. Ram Manikkalingam
Director, Dialogue Advisory Group and Visiting Professor at the University of Amsterdam and former Senior Adviser to the President of Sri Lanka

Lt. Gen. Satish Nambiar
former Director, United Service Institution of India and former Deputy Chief of Staff of the Indian Army and former Force Commander of the UN 
Protection Force in the former Yugoslavia

Ambassador Thomas Pickering
former Senior Vice President of International Relations of the Boeing Company and former Permanent Representative of the US to the United Nations 
in New York (1989-1992)

Ambassador Allan Rock
President and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ottawa and former Permanent Representative of Canada to the United Nations in New York 
(2004-2006)

Yvette Stevens
Permanent Representative of Sierra Leone to the United Nations in Geneva and former UN Assistant Emergency Relief Coordinator and Director of 
the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Geneva

(Reflects membership and affiliation as of 31 December 2012)

Staff

(Reflects staff as of 31 December 2012)

Bruno Stagno Ugarte
Executive Director

Joanna Weschler
Deputy Executive Director and Director of Research

Amanda Roberts
Coordinating Editor and Senior Research Analyst

Shamala Kandiah Thompson
What’s in Blue Editor and Senior Research Analyst

Astrid Forberg Ryan
Development Officer and Senior Research Analyst

Lansana Gberie
Research Analyst

Paul Romita
Research Analyst

NicoleRencoret
Research Analyst

Eran Sthoeger
Research Analyst

Nicholas Walbridge
Research Analyst

Robbin VanNewkirk
Publications Coordinator

Dahlia Morched
Research Assistant

Laura Coquard-Patry
Research Assistant

James Reed Ball III
Research Assistant

Maritza Tenerelli
Administrative Assistant

Stevenson Swanson
Copy Editor Consultant


