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The meeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m.

Adoption of the agenda
The agenda was adopted.

The situation in Somalia

Report of the Secretary-General on Somalia
(S/2013/326)

The President: Under rule 37 of the Council’s
provisional rules of procedure, [ invite the
representatives of Ethiopia and Somalia to participate
in this meeting.

On behalf of the Council, I welcome the presence
at the Council table of Her Excellency Ms. Fowsiyo
Yusuf Haji Adan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs of the Somali Republic.

The Security Council will now begin its
consideration of the item on its agenda.

I wish to draw the attention of Council members to
document S/2013/326, which contains the report of the
Secretary-General on Somalia.

I recognize the presence of the Deputy Secretary-
General, His Excellency Mr. Jan Eliasson, and give him
the floor.

The Deputy Secretary-General: I want to begin
by thanking the United Kingdom for convening this
meeting during its Council presidency and for its
Government’s active role on Somalia, most recently by
hosting the London Conference on 7 May this year.

The Secretary-General and I have long followed
developments closely. Somalia has held a special place
in my heart since I worked in the country in 1992 as the
first United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator. As
members know, those were very dark days. It is a source
of deep satisfaction that today we welcome the Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Somalia,
Mrs. Adan, who represents a Government committed
to leading the nation to peace, unity, development and a
life of dignity for all.

Somalia still faces many challenges. But we must
remember how far we have come, not least thanks to
the women and men of the African Union Mission in
Somalia (AMISOM), as well as to the Somali National
Security Force and their allies. I pay tribute to their
commitment and courage in risking their lives to bring

peace to Somalia. They have made progress possible.
We must not allow any reversals of the hard-won gains.

This week, we passed a major milestone in the
engagement of the United Nations in Somalia with the
successful launch of the United Nations Assistance
Mission in Somalia (UNSOM) in Mogadishu. The
Secretary-General’s new Special Representative,
Mr. Nicholas Kay, has already met the Speaker of
Parliament and the Prime Minister, pending President
Hassan Sheikh Mohamud’s return to the country.
UNSOM will support political dialogue, peacebuilding
and the protection of human rights. However,
successfully meeting the major peacebuilding
challenges will depend primarily on the efforts of
the Government of Somalia. Foremost among those
challenges is the establishment of a well-functioning
federal structure. A parallel challenge are cooperative
relations between Somalia and its neighbours, based on
mutual and complementary interest.

Eight months since its formation, the Federal
Government of Somalia has established its political
programme and presented plans for stabilization
and peacebuilding. It has begun reaching out beyond
Mogadishu to realize its vision of a federated Somalia,
demonstrating commitment to dialogue with other
regional administrations. A process has been launched
to review the provisional Constitution ahead of the
elections planned for 2016. I commend the Government
for its efforts, which deserve full and continuing
international support.

Realizing a federal State in Somalia is a complex
and demanding task. We see the high stakes in the recent
rise in tensions in Kismayo following the declaration of
aregional State in early April. On 15 May, 500 delegates
to a conference in Kismayo selected a President of
what was called the “Jubaland State of Somalia”. That
administration is regarded by the Federal Government
as illegal and unconstitutional. The process has also
been criticized for being insufficiently inclusive. Since
then, six other candidates have declared themselves
President of the new entity. While there have so far
been no reports of military confrontation so far, the
situation remains volatile.

The issues related to the unity and federalism of
Somalia can be resolved only through dialogue among
the Somalis themselves. That requires patience and
pragmatism on all sides. The United Nations stands
ready, if requested, to provide good offices in full
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respect for the lead role of the Government of Somalia.
At the same time, Somalia needs the support of its
partners, neighbours and friends. The efforts being
made by the leaders of Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia to
develop trust and cooperative relationships are essential
and must continue. There is agreement that a strong and
stable Somalia is in the interests of all. That recognition
should guide regional efforts to address outstanding
issues and potential sources of friction.

Inthatregard, I fully support the statement resulting
from the extraordinary summit of the Intergovernmental
Authority on Development (IGAD) last month, which
recognized the lead role of the Federal Government
in addressing the situation in Kismayo. The summit
also recommended that the Government convene a
reconciliation conference with the support of IGAD
and the United Nations.

Meanwhile, let us recall that AMISOM has a
critical role to play in ensuring security and the
freedom of movement for all those engaged in the peace
process. As in so many countries across the continent,
partnership between the United Nations and the
African Union (AU) is vital to reaching our objectives
in Somalia. With the deployment of UNSOM, we will
work together on political strategy, peacebuilding
and stabilization, as well as the protection of human
rights. The new Mission’s impact will also depend upon
effective security arrangements in close collaboration
with AMISOM.

I wish to call attention to the Secretary-General’s
statement in his report (S/2013/326) that AMISOM is
reaching its operational limit in terms of holding and
expanding areas under its control. In order to keep
the momentum of the past year, the Mission needs
additional resources for ground and air mobility,
including helicopters and armoured personnel carriers,
as well as the means to reconfigure its forces. I urge
Council members to give positive consideration to these
requests. In addition, we remain open to discussions
on long-term options for the security track, together
with the African Union and the Federal Government
of Somalia. In a follow-up to the Security Council’s
request, the Department of Peacekeeping Operations,
jointly with the AU and in close consultation with
the Somali Government, will undertake an exercise
to review AMISOM’s deployment and establish
benchmarks for the possible future deployment of a
United Nations peacekeeping operation.
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Over the long term, Somalia must assume its own
responsibilities through integrated, accountable and
effective security institutions. That will require a well-
funded and coordinated strategic approach. I welcome
the pledges of support of more than $300 million made
at the second London Conference and appeal to donors
to live up to their commitments. At the Conference,
I was impressed by the resolve of Somalia and its
neighbours to forge positive relationships in the region.
That is essential to addressing mutual interests and
build a more stable and prosperous region for all. We
discussed the scope for economic cooperation between
Somalia and its neighbours, as well as the need to create
an environment conducive to the safe and voluntary
return of refugees. I wish to underline the importance
of achieving coordinated and common positions of
States in the region in support of the processes led by
the Federal Government of Somalia, as exemplified
in IGAD’s recent communiqué. I strongly encourage
all partners to continue their dialogue and to work
closely together in that spirit on efforts towards Somali
Statebuilding and peacebuilding.

We should accept that Somalia will require
sustained and generous international support to
continue on the path of progress. That means making a
clear commitment assisting to the Federal Government
in rapidly developing its plans and building its
capacities. We should all agree on a framework for
future coordination, building on the second London
Conference and on the side meeting on Somalia
at the Tokyo International Conference on African
Development. I welcome the launch of the “New Deal”
and look forward to the development of a new aid
compact, with Somalis in the centre, accompanied by
unified funding mechanisms.

In conclusion, as we enter a new era of United
Nations engagement in Somalia, I would like to
express my appreciation to the outgoing Special
Representative, Ambassador Augustine Mahiga, for
his many contributions in helping to lay a foundation
for Somalia’s path to lasting peace. I also congratulate
Special Representative of the Secretary-General
Nicholas Kay on his new role. I look forward to his
engagement on the political process as well as the
other areas of UNSOM’s mandate. I thank all those in
Somalia and at Headquarters who have worked hard to
ensure the deployment of UNSOM on time.

We are committed to delivering on the Security
Council’s vision for a dynamic new United Nations
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presence in Somalia, grounded in respect for Somali
leadership and ownership. UNSOM has already set up
its headquarters in Mogadishu and will establish its
presence across the country, notably in areas recovered
from Al-Shabaab as well as in Garowe and Hargeisa.
The Mission will support political dialogue and advise
the Government on peacebuilding and state-building,
including the coordination of international assistance.
UNSOM will be an integrated Mission, offering “one
door to knock on” for Somalia’s engagement with the
United Nations.

I appeal to the Council to support UNSOM and
help it to fulfil its mandate, including by providing
the necessary resources to the Mission itself and to
Somalia. I call on all to come together in support of
the new Government in its efforts to bring peace and
stability to the people of Somalia. The Secretary-
General and I firmly believe that with the continuous
support and firm commitment of its partners, Somalia
can achieve its vision: a country in unity and at peace
with itself and its neighbours, living under the rule of
law and on the path to economic stability and decent
living conditions for all.

The President: 1 thank the Deputy Secretary-
General very much for his statement. I should now like
to make a satement in my national capacity.

It is an honour for me to be here this morning to
preside over this meeting of the Security Council on
Somalia. I am grateful to the Deputy Secretary-General
for his insightful briefing.

Following the Somalia Conference on 7 May, the
United Kingdom has chosen to make the situation in
Somalia a high priority for its presidency of the Security
Council this month. The Conference was distinguished
by the close working partnership between Somalia and
the United Kingdom. I am therefore delighted that the
Deputy Prime Minister has joined our meeting today.
I commend her tireless efforts since taking office to
promote peace and stability in Somalia.

Somalia has been through a dramatic shift over
the past 12 months. A new Parliament and Government
have been appointed in the most representative political
process in a generation. Somalia has a provisional
Constitution. The economy is recovering. The diaspora
are returning. Above all, there is a sense of hope.
Somalis are determining their own future.

Last month in London, we saw a united international
community ready to support the next phase of recovery:

Somali-owned and Somali-led. Somali Ministers
shared detailed plans for developing the country’s
armed forces, police, justice sector and public financial
management systems. The international community
endorsed those plans and committed expertise and
funding to deliver them.

The Security Council can be proud of its recent
role in Somalia, from ensuring that the African Union
Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) has the resources and
mandate to succeed, to guiding the United Nations
towards its deepest level of engagement in Somalia for
more than two decades. The Council has stood beside
and behind the Somali people. We have a collective
responsibility to ensure that continues.

I am delighted that the United Nations Assistance
Mission in Somalia (UNSOM) deployed on 3 June. The
Mission will play a key role in making the efforts of the
United Nations more coordinated and coherent and in
providing Somalis with “one door to knock on”.

Of course, none of that progress would have been
possible without the enormous contribution of the
African Union, and of AMISOM in particular. I pay
tribute to the bravery and sacrifices of all AMISOM,
Ethiopian and Somali personnel. History will show the
magnitude and importance of their contribution and
efforts in bringing peace to Somalia.

We look to both the United Nations and the African
Union to work in a complementary manner, for the
good of the Somali people. We are encouraged by
the forthcoming joint United Nations/AU review of
AMISOM’s progress. The development of AMISOM’s
concept of operations in January 2012 was an example
of the strong cooperation between both organisations.
The results on the ground speak for themselves. We
will support that work in any way we can.

It is in the interests of Somalia, the region and
the wider international community that momentum
be maintained, but we cannot be complacent. History
has shown that, if Somalia is allowed to backslide
into instability and conflict, the consequences will
be felt well outside its borders in the form of regional
instability, piracy and terrorism.

For all the progress that we have seen, Somalia
continues to face huge challenges. We should be under
no illusions as to the sustained efforts that will be
required, in Somalia and from its international partners,
to ensure that progress continues. Somalia lacks public
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services — schools, hospitals, clean water supplies.
More than 70 per cent of Somalis still live on less than
$2 a day. There is very real suffering on a daily basis.
We cannot stand by and risk another famine like the
2011 crisis, when more than quarter of a million people
are confirmed to have died.

Al-Shabaab is under real pressure but, as recent
attacks have shown, it still remains determined to kill
innocent civilians and halt Somalia’s progress towards
peace and prosperity.

The international community must work to
continue partnership with the Somali Government
to address those challenges. That means supporting
President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud’s six-point plan by
ensuring that the commitments made at the Somalia
Conference are fully realized and aligned in support
with Somali priorities. It means ensuring the right blend
of international support to Somalia. It is imperative that
AMISOM and the United Nations, especially through
UNSOM and bilateral partners, work closely together in
a coordinated manner. It means ensuring that AMISOM
has the appropriate tools to carry out its mandate and
to develop effective, legitimate and affordable national
security forces, with clear accountabiliyt and oversight,
which will be essential for the Somali Government to
fulfil its role of protecting people and property and
preserving public order.

International partners should work together to
ensure that our support to the development of Somali
security forces is coordinated and aligned to the
Federal Government’s plans. It means addressing
serious human rights concerns. Somalia remains one
of the worst places in the world to be a woman. I
welcome the Government of Somalia’s commitment to
improving human rights, tackling sexual and gender-
based violence and protecting both women and children
from the effects of conflict. They will have all of our
support as they tackle those vital issues. Ultimately,
political progress will remain the key to the long-term
stability of Somalia.

I welcome the Somali Government’s commitment
to holding democratic elections in 2016; to achieve
that, much needs to be done to resolve the outstanding
constitutional issues and the relationship between the
Federal Government and the regions. I welcome the
recent dialogue between the Government of Somalia
and the regions and hope that it will continue. I
commend the role played by IGAD and Somalia’s
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neighbours. We were pleased to host the talks between
Somalia and Somaliland in Chevening in June 2012 and
welcome the continuation of the dialogue in Turkey. It
is only through dialogue that lasting solutions can be
developed.

I also welcome the European Union’s plans to hold
a conference on Somalia in September. The conference
will help sustain the momentum to build a new and long-
term partnership between Somalia and the international
community for political reconstruction and economic
development.

In conclusion, Somalia has come a long way since
the days of extremism and tyranny, which brought
nothing but misery to the long-suffering Somali people.
The next 12 months will be pivotal for Somalia. We
must support the Federal Government to ensure that
plans agreed in London are implemented swiftly to
realize improvements in security, policing, justice and
public financial management. We must ensure that
ordinary Somalis across the country see changes on the
ground. And we must improve coordination between
the international community. Along with the Council,
the United Kingdom will stand shoulder-to-shoulder
with the Somali people and their Government as they
continue their journey towards a brighter tomorrow.

I now resume my functions as President of the
Security Council.

I shall now give the floor to the members of the
Council.

Mr. Briz Gutiérrez (Guatemala) (spoke in
Spanish): At the outset, we would like to thank you,
Mr. President, for presiding over this meeting, as well as
to congratulate the United Kingdom on the successful
holding of the London Conference on Somalia on 7 May.
We also thank Deputy Secretary-General Jan Eliasson
for his statement. Weare honoured by the presence of
Somalia’s Minister for Foreign Affairs.

We would like to touch on five particular subjects.

First, we believe that the London Conference
set an important precedent in reaffirming Somalia’s
leadership position, given its role as co-host.
We acknowledge the great efforts that Somalia’s
Government has made to leave behind two decades of
crisis. That also required a great collective effort on
the part of its closest partners, in particular the troop-
contributing countries to the African Union Mission in
Somalia (AMISOM), the Intergovernmental Authority
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on Development (IGAD) and bilateral donors. We
appreciate the international community’s commitment
to providing financial assistance in three vital areas
for the stability of Somalia, namely, security, justice
and reform of the administration of public finances. In
addition, we want to highlight the joint communiqué
by Somalia and the United Nations with regard to the
prevention of sexual violence. We hope that the Somali
Government will implement the recommendations set
out in that document as soon as possible.

Secondly, we thank Special Representative of the
Secretary-General Agustin Mahiga for his dedication.
We also welcome the appointment of Mr. Nicholas Kay
as the new Special Representative of the Secretary-
General and Head of the United Nations Assistance
Mission in Somalia (UNSOM). We hope that UNSOM
will manage to establish a constructive relationship with
the Somali Government to face key challenges, such as
national reconciliation and the distribution of power
and resources among the regions, the reconstruction
of State institutions and the strengthening of human
rights.

Thirdly, we agree that reform in the security sector
is a priority and we take note of the national security
plan presented by the Somali Federal Government.
Like others, we believe that it is vital to consolidate
the armed and police forces in Somalia. In the light of
the partial lifting of the arms embargo, it is important
that Somalia establish the safeguards that the Security
Council called for in resolution 2093 (2013.) We also
cannot fail to acknowledge the work done by the
African Union Mission in Somalia. We hope that it can
count on the funding needed to extend its presence to
recovered areas.

Fourthly, we are concerned about the situation in
southern Somalia, and in particular about the issue of
“Jubaland”. That situation must be resolved through
a constructive dialogue that respects the provisional
Constitution, with the common goal of consolidating a
federal State in Somalia. Stabilizing the region is vital
for the future of Somalia and, in that regard, we take
note of recent IGAD’s visit to Kismaayo. Al-Shabaab’s
links to the region and the revenues it derives from the
unlawful selling of charcoal is also of great concern.
We consider it important to ensure that the embargo on
that product be implemented.

Fifthly, we would like to reiterate the point that
the Secretary-General made in his most recent report

(S/2013/326), namely, that achieving stability in
Somalia is in everyone’s best interest. We commend the
efforts that the new Government has made in building
links and trust with all its neighbours. In that regard,
we recognize IGAD’s important role in supporting the
priorities of the Somali Federal Government.

Somalia has one of the longest coastlines in
Africa. In the past, its coasts have been used for illegal
activities such piracy, illegal fishing and the dumping
of toxic waste. However, we hope that the Somali coast
will soon become a source of revenue for the Somali
population, rather than a challenge to the country.

Finally, my delegation supports the draft
presidential statement that will be adopted at the end of
today’s meeting

Mr. Menan (Togo) (spoke in French): Allow me,
Mr. President, to express my gratitude to your country,
the United Kingdom, for having organized this briefing
on Somalia as well as for the special attention that you
have always paid to the reconstruction of that country.
I would like to pay tribute to you, Mr. Minister, and
thank you for being here among us to preside over
this discussion. Next, I would like to welcome to
the Security Council Ms. Fawzia Yusuf Haji Adam,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Somalia. Finally, I would like to thank the Deputy
Secretary-General for his briefing.

The current situation in Somalia is radically
different from that which prevailed just a year ago.
The transition period has come to an end. The security
situation has improved and the country has entered into
a new phase, one of transformation with new elected
authorities as well as new institutions that have been
established. Furthermore, the new federal authorities
are undertaking initiatives to implement the six pillars
defined in the Government’s programme and to interact
with regional authorities to promote reconciliation and
national unity.

All of those efforts need to be consolidated
and accompanied by appropriate steps, such as the
Council’s adoption in May of resolution 2104 (2013),
which established the United Nations Assistance
Mission in Somalia (UNSOM). The same goes for the
appointment by the Secretary-General of Mr. Nicholas
Kay as Special Representative for Somalia and Head
of Mission of UNSOM and the holding, on 7 May in
London, of another Conference on Somalia, upon the
initiative of the United Kingdom.
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Great progress has been made in Somalia in the
political and security fields, but many significant
challenges remain. We were therefore pleased that the
London Conference provided an opportunity to take
stock of the current situation in Somalia and that the
discussions there focused mainly on the country’s four
priorities, namely, political stability, security, justice
and the management of the country’s public finances.
The importance of the partnership between Somalia
and the international community was once again
highlighted, and participants committed to providing
coordinated and ongoing support for the implementation
of the Federal Government’s plans. Everyone must now
play their part to ensure that those plans are translated
into concrete actions on the ground. In that context,
we welcome the European Union’s plan to hold a new
conference on Somalia in September in Brussel. We
hope that that conference will lead to decisions and
commitments that will support the relaunching of the
country’s development.

Among the challenges the country must face, the
Federal Government will have to resolve, through a
comprehensive approach, the outstanding fundamental
issues concerning Somalia’s long-term stability,
namely, political reconciliation, the development of a
federal system and the constitutional revision process,
including a referendum on the Constitution and
preparations for the 2016 elections.

Recent developments in southern Somalia,
particularly the setting up of regional administrations
in Jubaland, have solidified internal divisions and
reflect the magnitude of the challenges facing efforts for
reconciliation and the firming up of the federal system.
It is crucial not to lose sight of the fact that internal
rivalries play into the hands of Al-Shabaab, which still
controls vast rural areas. If the Federal Government
fails to exert its authority over certain regions, such as
Kismayo, it will see its influence undermined in other
parts of Somalia.

In that context, the federal authorities should
develop and promote good-neighbourly relations with
other countries in the region, as their support is vital.
We welcome the efforts that have already been made
to achieve that goal, in particular in the context of the
Intergovernmental Authority on Development.

The security situation in the country remains
fragile, as outlined by the Secretary-General in his
most recent report (S/2013/326). The report also states
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that targeted killings and attacks are reported on a
daily basis, while incidents involving explosive devices
increased in 2013 as compared with 2012.

We would once again highlight that Somali
forces backed by the African Union Mission in
Somalia (AMISOM) have made great sacrifices to
promote peace, security and stability in the country.
However, although they have caused Al-Shabaab to
lose significant ground, that group continues to pose a
threat to peace and security in Somalia. It is therefore
important to help Somalia reform and rebuild its own
security institutions with a view to enabling them to
shoulder their responsibilities themselves in the long
term.

Once the arms embargo is partially lifted, the
Government of Somalia must come up with effective
and inclusive security arrangements for the protection
of civilians. In that regard, we support the call for
increased support to AMISOM, especially with regard
to force multipliers, in order that it may, with the
support of Somali National Security Forces, consolidate
the progress made on the ground and bring more areas
under the control of the Somali authorities.

Furthermore, efforts designed to strengthen security
are inseparable from those related to the promotion of
justice and the rule of law. It is therefore crucial that a
credible judicial system in Somalia be set up in order to
allow the State to regain the trust of the population and
bring about reconcililation in the country.

It is equally crucial that, in the fight against piracy
and armed robbery, Somalia take responsibility and
develop a comprehensive approach to security in its
maritime areas, in order to have the means, with the
support of the international community, to itself bring
to account those who commit, benefit from or are
involved in piracy.

I cannot conclude without briefly discussing the
humanitarian situation in Somalia. Due to the ongoing
conflict, the country is still in the midst of an extreme
humanitarian crisis, in which more than 1 million people
are in need of immediate humanitarian assistance. The
international community must pursue its efforts in a
coordinated manner in order to relieve the suffering of
those in need.

Finally, I would like to reiterate my country’s
support for Mr. Nicholas Kay, who has just taken on his
new role in Mogadishu. We would also like to pay tribute
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to Mr. Augustine Mahiga for having worked with such
determination to achieve a significant improvement in
the political, security and humanitarian situation in
Somalia.

Mrs. Millicay (Argentina) (spoke in Spanish): 1
would like to begin by thanking Deputy Secretary-
General Jan Eliasson for presenting the Secretary-
General’s report (S/2013/326) on the situation in
Somalia, the implementation of the mandate of the
United Nations Political Office for Somalia and the
planning for the deployment of the United Nations
Assistance Mission in Somalia. I would like to
recognize the presence among us of the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Somalia,
Her Excellency Ms. Fowsiyo Yusuf Haji Adan.

Argentina welcomes the consolidation of the
efforts by the Government of Somalia to establish State
institutions that are credible and democratic. However,
we must be aware of the complexity of the tasks facing
the Federal Government in terms of drafting the
Constitution and establishing regional administrations
that will form the basis for the federal structure of
Somalia. In order for these tasks to be successfully
completed, there must be an inclusive dialogue leading
to the creation of broad consensus.

We welcome the recovery of certain areas near
Marka and Buurhakaba by Government forces, their
allies and the African Union Mission in Somalia,
and we lament the loss of the city of Xuddur, which
shows how difficult it is to retain control over areas
that are recovered. We continue to be concerned by the
unpredictability and fragility of the security situation,
in particular as a result of the attacks perpetrated by
Al-Shabaab, which continues to launch asymmetric
attacks using terrorist tactics that cause civilians
deaths.

We welcome the holding of the second London
Conference on Somalia, as well as the drafting of the
national security plan framework.

The difficult human rights situation is of deep
concern to us. Extrajudicial executions and the selective
killing of journalists can be added to serious violations
of human rights, including children’s rights, through
deaths, mutilations, the recruitment of child soldiers,
sexual abuse, kidnappings and sexual violence, in
particular in the internally displaced persons camps in
Mogadishu. Such abuses must come to an end. Those

responsible are not just Al-Shabaab, but also members
of the Somali forces and allied militias.

Argentina believes that those abuses must be
investigated properly and those responsible brought to
justice. In that respect, the Government must commit
decisively to fighting impunity. We welcome the
holding by the Government of the national conference
to examine the current justice system and to recommend
legislative and institutional reforms. That is an essential
contribution to cementing the establishment of the rule
of law.

Argentina would like to acknowledge the work
that the Government has done together with the United
Nations to apply a plan of action to put an end to the
recruitment, exploitation, murder and mutilation of
children. We commend the Somali National Security
Forces’ delivery to UNICEF of 41 former child soldiers
for reintegration. We welcome the signing on 7 May
of a communiqué between the Government of Somalia
and the United Nations on the prevention of sexual
violence.

We welcome the improved humanitarian situation;
however, we are still concerned about the fact that
2.7 million Somalis continue to rely on the provision
of aid. It is vital to ensure that such humanitarian
assistance reaches its destination in order to prevent
any deterioration of the situation. It is also essential that
the physical persons of humanitarian staff be respected.

Argentina would like to highlight the work being
done by the United Nations Office in Somalia and to
express its thanks to Mr. Augustine Mahiga, who has
facilitated the end of the transition period, and the
political process. We would also like to congratulate
Mr. Nicholas Kay on his appointment as the new Special
Representative of the Secretary-General and Head of
the United Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia. His
work will have my country’s full support as he provides
coordination assistance to the Somali authorities,
enabling them to consolidate successes in the areas of
security and support for the civilian population as well
as providing comprehensive support for peacebuilding
and the reconstruction of the State. We firmly believe
in the importance of maintaining an approach that fully
respects the Somalis’ responsibility for peacebuilding
and implements a long-term strategy for developing
their capacities, as well as supporting an accelerated
transition from humanitarian aid to economic recovery
and development.
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Lastly, Argentina would like to pay tribute to
the work of the African Union in Somalia through
the African Union Mission in Somalia. Its strategic
partnership with the United Nations remains crucial,
and we are sure that it will continue to play an important
role. We would also like to stress the importance of
ensuring that the Mission is provided with sustainable
and predictable financing mechanisms and the
operational capacity necessary for the fulfilment of its
mandate. In order to deal with all those challenges, the
international community must remain committed to
Somalia.

Mr. Li Baodong (China) (spoke in Chinese):
I would like to thank the United Kingdom for its
initiative in convening this meeting on Somalia, and to
thank Mr. Simmonds for presiding over our discussion.
I would also like to thank Deputy Secretary-General
Eliasson for his briefing, and to welcome Her Excellency
Ms. Fowsiyo Yusuf Haji Adan, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Somalia.

Somalia now has a historic opportunity to make the
transition from turmoil to stability. A breakthrough was
recently made in the peace process. The transitional
period has ended smoothly, and the first elected
Government and Parliament in 22 years have been
formed, starting the process of rebuilding the State. The
security and humanitarian situation has also improved,
and China welcomes those developments.

We also know that Somalia still has a long way
to go to achieve lasting peace and development. The
Government is still facing many difficulties and
challenges in maintaining stability and promoting
reconciliation and development. The security and
humanitarian situations remain fragile. Somalia must
not falter in its efforts to address those issues, while
the international community must also continue to
provide strong support. For now, we should focus on
the following aspects.

First, in order to make tangible progress in the peace
process, we should support the Government’s efforts to
enforce the provisional Constitution, implement its six-
pillar policy and speed up State institution-building,
particularly in the areas of security and the judiciary,
and to promote a functioning Government capable of
administering the entire country effectively.

National reconciliation is the only way that Somalia
can achieve long-term stability and security. We urge
opposing groups in Somalia to renounce violence
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and join the political process unconditionally and as
soon as possible. We hope that the parties will put the
interests of the State and people first, and that in a
spirit of solidarity and reconciliation they will temper
their differences through dialogue and consultations,
so they can work together to maintain the unity and
stability of the State as well as its economic and social
development.

Secondly, in support of the efforts of regional
organizations such as the African Union and the
Intergovernmental Authority on Development to
address this issue, China commends the efforts made
by countries in the region and regional organization
towards achieving peace and stability in Somalia.
We hope that in dealing with these issues, the United
Nations and the international community will
strengthen their coordination with those countries and
the relevant regional organizations and take full heed of
their opinions. The African Union Mission in Somalia
(AMISOM) plays a vital role in maintaining security
and stability in Somalia, and has made sacrifices and
an important contribution to that cause. The United
Nations and the international community should
increase their support to AMISOM and provide it with
sustainable and predictable funding.

Thirdly, the United Nations and the international
community should play a positive and constructive
role in resolving this issue. We hope that the United
Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia (UNSOM) will
be deployed as soon as possible, that it will strengthen
its coordination with Somalia and the relevant parties
in the international community and carry out its work
according to the Council’s mandate. We hope the
international community will continue to increase
the attention and support it gives Somalia and to
provide support and assistance for efforts aimed at
peacebuilding and reconstruction, particularly the
Government’s capacity-building efforts. We welcome
all efforts on the part of the international community
to resolve this issue successfully, including the second
London Conference on the issue, held in early May.
We also reiterate that the international community
should fully respect the sovereignty and independence
of Somalia, and that its various components should
strengthen their coordination with one another while
making full use of their respective advantages.

China follows developments in Somalia closely.
We are a firm supporter of the peace process there
and have provided assistance, within our capacity
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to do so, to Somalia and AMISOM. Along with the
international community, we stand ready to make
our due contribution to achieving lasting peace and
reconstruction in Somalia.

Mr. Quinlan (Australia): Thank you, Mr. President,
for the United Kingdom’s leadership on Somalia.
I welcome the presence of Deputy Prime Minister
Fowsiyo Yusuf Haji Adan. We admire her singular
contribution and history. We are also grateful for the
Deputy Secretary-General’s briefing. I will circulate a
slightly more detailed statement later today.

This is a pivotal time in Somalia’s history — a
time of great hope and optimism, but also a time when
gains remain fragile. But there is a unique window
of opportunity that we must open further. The
opportunities are significant. Somalia’s most
representative Government in 20 years is in place in
Mogadishu and has outlined strong plans on security,
justice and financial management that the international
community must remain committed to supporting.

The security gains made by the Somalia National
Security Forces, the African Union Mission in Somalia
(AMISOM) and strategic partners have been impressive.
We would like to recognize the great sacrifices made by
AMISOM contributors and the Somali security forces,
and we commend the leadership of the African Union
(AU).

The new United Nations Assistance Mission in
Somalia (UNSOM) has a strong mandate to support
the Government to advance peace and reconciliation,
and to coordinate donor support. It responds to the
Government’s call for “one door to knock on”. Close
cooperation with the AU will be decisive, and we express
our strong support for the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General, Mr. Kay.

Somalia’s economy is picking up, investment is
beginning to flow, and the diaspora is returning. That is
a cause for optimism. But the challenges are immense,
and sustained international support is essential. On
the political front, Somalia is moving towards the goal
of holding national elections by 2016. That involves
building up State institutions, often where central
Government structures have not been relevant for a
generation; advancing reconciliation; developing a
federal system; and undertaking a constitutional review.
UNSOM must respond flexibly to the Government’s
needs for support in those areas.
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We know that establishing a federal system will
not be easy. Relationships between Mogadishu and
local and regional administrations will be critical. We
welcome the reopening of dialogue between the Federal
Government and Somaliland.

Tensions in the Jubaregion are of particular concern,
and a solution is urgent to avoid the unravelling of recent
gains. We welcome the Government’s commitment to
pursuing reconciliation and the role being played by
the Intergovernmental Authority on Development. We
urge UNSOM to use its good offices in support of this.
The Council must pay close attention, and we would
welcome a dedicated briefing at some time on this
important subject.

More broadly, Somalia’s relations with its
neighbours are vital, particularly given the intertwined
nature of their se