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concerning Somalia and Eritrea addresse:
Security Council
On behalf of the SecpuirsyamlbobuhoibSile€ommi t bas
(19@aa@907 (c200M0c9e)r ni ng Somalia and Eritrea, and
paragraph 32 of Sec Lr2i4tdy (QdulmbaVv e rebel hoinomw r t
transmit herewith the report on Eritrea of t he
Eritrea.
I n this connection, the Committee would appre
t heorepwere brought to the attention of the memt
i ssued as a document of the Counci/l
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and907 (c2oc%)r ning Somalia and Eri
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Letter dated 28 September 2016 from the
Somalia and Eritrea addressed to the Chair of the Security Council
Committee pur suarnstl t(dRO®LHT| RI0OOMDSI
concerning Somalia and Eritrea

I n accordance with paragr aipdh2342d of203bgurity C
we have the honour to transmit herewith the rej
Group on Somalia and Eritrea.

(Si ghedhr iTsrtaog pbheer
Coordinator
Moni toring Gr oubpr iothr somal i a an

(Sighe®8ayhadur
Ar med groups expert

(Sighedh&altes
Natural resources expel

(SigheBogtha&n r eanu
Finance expert

(Sighed®Ct dmney
Humani tarian expert

(Si gheBDalp@alndopai nen
Finance expert

(Si gheRWKfausi dheen
Ar msp eerxt

(Si gnh edaSmmeist h
Regi onal expert
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Rpr of the MonitorlngGoponS
pursuant to Securkevd4CpOPaBiebdreasol

[ D]

Summary

Pur suant to Securil9w7Cdq 2 scaihlc tri ol uwteiroen
on Eritrea on 23 December 20009. Since then
Eritrea has visited Eriint r2G1 1t. wi Met, wi mdistt a
initiatives and efforts of successive Cha
Council Commi ttee p7ubrls u(adna® 2t0o/7 r(e2s000t9e)t hiom g
Somalia and Eritrea to facilitate access t
five year s, of a total of seven years of ¢
me t of ficials of the GahwernmentrdfochHtiorsea

The Moni toring Group has received no r
cooperation on investigative and substan
throughout its current mandatae, oifrfdlcudilnaoi
Asmar a. I n addition, representatives of t h
seized any opportunities t engage wi t h
initiatives of t he Group f r t wo meetings
Eritrea to the United Nations, Gi rma Asme
Chairés initiative at the end of the manda
Group, again with the Permanent Represent a

(0]
(0]

Th#&oni toring Group has sought indirect
gh individuals who have access to th
eans, academi cs, international jour
ement eveand wiatnhg et hoifs ibnrdoo vi dual s and
t access to Eritrea remains | argely
te effectively.

For its third concurrent mandat e, t
evidence of oEt i tfroeant heu sPo ntarl a u pl-SH aabma &
aMuj aahidiin. The Group has, however, con
Eritrean support for armed groups operatin
t hat Eritrea comtEtmuepi ao hambdumgraups, i
emodel l ed Patriotic Ginbot 7, and provide
vi dence that t he Eritrean aut horities ar
r
h

o =

oups remains aneecddootnali,n taenrdv il eawsg ewiyt hb afsor
e auspices of either the Ethiopian or Dj

~Q m-=

its preY¥/i20lsh /r80pRoer tMo(ni t ori ng Group n
thiopiar o€haihre dfortmhe Tigray Peopl eds
dom, in September 2015. I n August 2016
a. He provided corroboration of past
rmation on théifgaterof fbt s5owemgi hiesgde
al noted in its previous report the annao
Al ance for Freedom and Degovma-Epliisampmanne:r
movements, including heéreat@@pardekhr oddt i ama |
Liberation Front, but has not been abl e t
poses a threat in Ethiopia.

t o
Asg
Aba
i nf
S
I
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The Group found further uncorroborated

anbjiboutian movement, Front pour l a resta
which continuedetvel cammatkd oiwn northern D
current. mamndmrntevi ously reported, its relati

movement continues t o under mine the nor mal
and Eritrea and thus t 0 b s tlr8ubc2t (t2h0e0 9i)mp | e

rt, t he Moni toring
et ween Eritrea and
the Araé @odliéeéiont

0
I n its previous repo
ry relationship b
nvol ved all owing
FHo uitths amitlii t ary campaign in Yemen.
0s making available to other Me mb e r
e
c
t
e

o<

to conduct military opaematainodn sofi n
nstitute a sanctions violation, b
y towards activities that threate
it of the Eritrean military, wo ul

S5 0

Evidence coll ected by t he Moni toring G
e construction of a per manent
a hew per manent seaport adj ac ¢
ali nfuppdrrtucftarr e devel opment t he
he Group has further document e
or transit, of armed personnel a
Membern Sfaueées Athkriratadmd the Unit
etermines that the current terms o
ities, nor are they covered under the

S5 T —
o C
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1
e
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Foll
rt he
Eri
goti

owi g the escapenefstwbd Dprboduvomaikrp

ur were released from Eritrea du
provided no for mal explanati on
s bet ween Dj ebobuetiingannde dEait ede
vernmen of Qat ar. Neither di d it pr o
mbatant s, whom Djibouti all eges have be
eptember 2016, the Permanent Representat
nffrmed the Group that one prisoner of war
ssue had subsequently been brought to a
March 2016.

B, Mmoo —
oo m—+c

Owi ng t o t he continuing | ack of transp
evenuepamdi teur e, and the refusal to coope
uch matters, the Group has made little pr
evenue of the Government o f Eritrea has
estabili oinngrt hte rceogiduct activiti S

mbar go. Similarly, the Group is n
hic revenue from the mining sector in p
mb go vVviol atiioonns wirt hdens ttahbel | ri eq@ito n. Neve
i v sion of funds for the potenti al purpo
f n

caoamsoma= 0=

a
e
C
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| .l ntroducti on

A. Mandat e

1. The mandate of the Monitoring Group on Somal i
paragraph 31 of Secuz2r2iddy (@oDdln5cpialr arge a@lhutli3o no f
resol 2060n ( 20Ad2d)i ti onal t asks wer e assigned t o
resol209®n@2n@L3dR (2014)
2. Pursuant to paragr2piis (0Dd16H3 rEels)ol at i oasol ut i
2060 (2Gth2) Monitoring Group provided the Secur
Security Council Commi ti®xl @(Pauasulht( 2®0O0%r)esol uti
conceBomalgi a and Eritrea, with a midterm update
al so submitted monthly progress reports to the C
3. With speci fic reference t o Eritrea, t he ma n d
includes the foll owing:

(a)To investigat e, in coordination with relev:
activities, including in the financial, mar i tin

revenue used t o commi t viol ations of t he Somal
(reso2060o0nh2@az2hn. 13 (e));

(b)To investigate any means of transport, rout
facilities used in connection wi t h vi ol ations
embargoes (ip)d., par a. 13 (f

(c)To monitor the i mplementation of the Counci
transparency in its public finances, including t
Group, in order to demonstrate that the proceed
usde t o violate rel evamt2 3r g s20plauttaiso.n sl 2( raensdo |1ubt)i;o n

(d)To monitor the i mplementation of the Counci
St ates, in particul amgEraintdr ea,ui qgd g arr mierdg ,g rtorue
their me mber s, i-Snhcal buadkl bnj ga &Hha r&ihkisaht a @Al ) t hat aim
to destabilize the region or incite violence an
1970 ( 2,00p9a)r as . 16 and 19).

4 | n t he cour se of their investigations, me mb ¢
travelled to Angol a, Bahrain, Bel gi um, Canada,

Finland, France, Il ran (1'sl amic Regnmuibd i ¢ of ), t |
Seychell es, Somal i a, South Africa, Sweden, Swi t
Emirates, the United Kingdom of Great Britain &
Republic of Tanzania and the United States of An
5. The Moni toring @Gr oNuapi rwas laansgde dc oimpr i sed the f
experts: Christophe Trajber (Coordinator), Jay
Cater (natur al resources), Bogdan Chetreanu

(humanitarian), Tapani Hol opai nead gfimeance), Ru

Smith (regional).
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Met hodol ogy

[ —

-

. The evidentiary standards and verification pr
eports of the Monitoring Group apply to work co
evi ew.

The methodology used for the present report i :¢

(a)Col l ecting i nformati on on event s and topi
where possible;

(b)Col l ecting i nformati onhahdonknswledege wif t h
vents, where possibl e;

(c)l dewnitnd consistency i n patterns of i nforn
xisting knowledge with new information and emer

(d)Continuously factoring in the expertise an
XxXpert of the Monitoring Gr ofupt haen dGrtohuep cwoiltlhect i
egard to the credibility of information and the

(e)Obtaining physical, photographi c, audi o, \

VDOTO O VQDYTOHORE OSSO ToQ® O

\Y

idence in support of the information coll ected

Once again, t he Mo rdietldrbiemrggt@r eainpg maydsd eanat i ¢ €

ain access to those involved in potenti al viol
i rect knowl edge or who knew people who had dir
otenti al vi ol ations.

I n its investirgantgi oGrso,upt hceo nMlouncitteod mor e t han 1
th a broad range of sources, i ncluding Member
government al organi zations, t he Eritrean di a:
search interests in tEhre tGcevae rammnde rftoraorfe rEroiftfriecd .s
ese sources, the Group received witness test.i
t h conf i desnotuiracle adnodc uwonpeemt at i on.

The refusal of Eritrea to all ow the Moni tori
nstitytoegs ianpmdi ment to investigations. Conver
oup t o conduct i nvestigations i n Somal i a, n
sulting from continuing security <challenges,
cess to a brrocaedse,r irmacnlgued ionfg soofuf i ci al s of the f
mini strations. I ndeed, frequent engagement

ver nment of ficials in Somalia at ti mes enabl e

>S50 >3O < IToTFr COQOOM®  T0O OTmOo

bmittegdabyytbBbudces.

Once aqain,n conformity with past guidance pro

i
e Monitoring Group endeavoured t o include as
idence as possible in its final report Howev
e control and nltiamiitoant,i am ofa5@d @&UBHeR20 8r esol uti ol
B9/ 26Becessitated the use blfie amniedensce pfeoemnt i
ing transl ated. I n addition, regul ations excl u
d charts in the main report, and therefore the
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C. En
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Re
mi

gagement with the Government of Eritr .

I'n pamsag2&pand 26 »244t62a0BBOISetciuomnty Counci l

iterated its expectation that the Government o
e Monitoring Group tppeaEridt regueisn sl i he wial h eidt
vernment to cooperate with the Group, i ncl udin
th the mandate of the Group, underl ining its
epen during the mandatghof eghéaGroupjtenctbudi !
the Group (preamble).

I'ts requests notwithstanding, the Monitoring

e country by the Government. The distinct | ac
evious mandatesGeaweaeitnmartd, r evii i ntdhheto even ac
st attempts made by the Group to engage or r eq

On 11 January 2016, t he Moni toring Group m
rmanent Representative of Eritrea to the Unite
New Yor k.

On 21 Mar c h 2016, t he Moni toring Group Wr
presentative to request i nformation that
garding t he ar mi ng, training and e [ i
stabilizeedaidirergqa tamel all eged air st

March Z30AY. 282016/ &HBEMGCGAOLe3 1. 1

port). The Group did not receive a response.

e
On 7 MAAr6i,l the Monitoring Group wrote to the P
notify the Government o f its forthcoming mid
[ in New York and request an opportunity t
and mhetereviausedornespondence. The m
il On 21 April, the Per manent Represe
, calling upon the Security Council t
d instructaidmmgerehe oGridasp mamdat ei ctAlf y er
s made in the Groupbs previous report
n Ye me n,
uti o t hat

mi sm andSt AC

e sought to clarify that A
rictsheErgltorbeaal fwaorm apgaaritniscti
8 taadbn( bl &a8nEn. e2x4 1. 3 ) .

On 9 June 2016, the Monitoring Group wrote to

h
rest
raoif

request an apmrpoMti mnisttyert @fmdgethance to discus:
accordance with theS/man Dt/ 0df6 /aAEMGCGGErOCu pt 5( s e |
nex 1. 4) The Group did not receive a response
On 3 AuQlue,t t2h e Moni toring Group wr ot e t o
presentative to request that a meeting or vide
vance vVvisibility to the Government of the Gr
ndate and to provpded &@dsAe€Ce RO 2206t/ 5 EtMdG/ rOeCs 6 6
d annex 1.5).

On 23 August 2016, t he Moni toring Group wr
presentative to request confirmatiiten of the st
ssing in action since the border clashes wit

16-16741
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S/ AC. 29/ 2016 /a5 6HIMG/nOhG.x8 31 . 6) . The Group did not r

al though in t he S uebesteighuge non t 24 e Augruest mt he Per

Representative did respond to one of the Groupd@

remaining combatants (see sect. VI.A bel ow)

20 On 24 August 2016, the Monitoring Group provi

to the Preerpmaenseemtt ati ve by teleconference, under
t

and t RhGh aviirc eo f t he Commi

21 On 30 August 2016, the Monitoring Group recei
Per manent Mi ssion of Eritrea to o6hee Unoted Nati.

tee.

i ssues raised by the Somalia Eritrea Monitoring
(see annex 1.7), i n whi ch it wa s stated once
accusations suggesting that Eritrea did not <cooj
wrormgm. 5 September, this correspondence was publ
websites, including the'online publication, Tesf
Potential violations of the arms el

Overview of the arms embargo

22 The Security Counway amme s ednb ar gtowo o n Eritre
paragraphs 5 and9670f 2009 )resol uti on

23 Paragraph 5 of t he resolution provides t hat
mmedi ately take the mehesusastenecesspmpy yt o opiEe v ¢
heir nationals or from their territories or usi
d rel ated materi el of al | types, including ]
hicl es and equi pment , ppaarraemi lpiarasy fe@®qui pme n
orementioned, and technical assistance, train
lating to the military activities or to the p
e of these items, whet her or not originating i

Paragraph 6 of the resolution provides that

ansfer directly or indirectly from its territ
ssels or aircraft any arms or related materie
ohibit the procurement of the items, training
of the resolution from Eritrea by their nat.i
rcraft, whet her or not originating in the terr

= ® =N OO DS

Me mber ftareaational eSrtgaat nei zaantdi opnrsi,v antoen ent i t i ¢
persons are al/l subj ect to the arms em
ar additional obligations relating to
Councild speni fMenbddry Stadtlees to i nspec
, al | cargo to and from Eritrea if the
that the cargo contained items the st
They adesioz eh aavred odbil sipgoasted oonfs swc h it em

T T T NT SN Q90O0T< TN €SOO < Q® ——

T O DD Y O

[iN

AEritreads response to issues rai ®edTebsyf atNheewsSomal i a Er it
5September 2016wwWAvaebabhhewbeapbbemedriiaterassa
moni t-gr ba@nregug29tl 6
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their sale, suppl vy, transfer or export to or froc
Commi ttee on such sei zurle9 Oa7n d( 2dpsGs®pB.s aNo ( see r eso
such reports were received during the current ma
26 There are only two exemptions to the arms emb
clothing, including flak jackets and military h
representatiedes a@afmdt he manni t ari an and devel opme
associated personnel, and for t hdiert hpér sonal u ¢
military equi pment intended sol ely for humani
resolacdd®n( 2 @haz)as. 11 and 12). No such requests
submitted to the Committee during the current ma
27 1 n its 2R4o6| ppbbe) Security Coumditlt ereegwest ed
publ i sh an i mpl ement ati on assistance noti ce S
restrictions in place for Somalia and Eritrea a
Committee adopted that ndtice (No. 2) on 14 Marc
B. Yemen
28 Il maragraph 24 of $/it 30 1p5,/edvliBoeu sMoa reiptoorrti n(g Gr o u
reported receiving credible and persuasive test
i ndependent reports indicatidndAraabatEmSaadiesAhali
established a military presence in Eritrea as p
the Hout hi rebels in Yemen and that Eritrea had
its territory to be used as part of the campaign
29 The MonGtowupngcknowledged that the strategic
at the crossroads between the Horn of Africa an
significantly in t he i ght of t he continuing
Further more, the tGheoupi awknofvl edge®er manent Rep
of Eritrea to the United Nations-dewbocargued t h:
amid growing regional insecurity caused by the
to |Iift the arms eBbando28%ee ibid., par as. 2
30 The Group concluded that Eritreads making av
l and, territorial waters and ai rspace t o condu
country did not in and of i tseE907 corB8O0O9)Yute a
Li kewi se, it confirmed its determination that a
indirectly towards activities that threatened p
the benefit o f tbel €rconebntumieéi aavyowati on of
(i bid., par a. 34) .
31 The Monitoring Group documented a significant
continuing military activities in and around As
activities isremlcwedddd i tnhoenapr eni | itary personnel, r
equi pment on the territory and t he constructio
relating to air and naval capacity.
2The implementation assi svwavn e . 0o tgi/ seash sa7dbidnlgd efnd und at

10/68
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32 Public reports, including from security analy
hav i ndi cated that the presence of coalition for
not only personnel from Saudi Arabia and the
Ye meni troops and *FGhédheredgulodrpsmowne memtinsoft .partic
vessel gjng nsewhe t( 1 it er nati onal Mar i ti me Organi z
N092839%2®)th the capacity otbettwaerspAssalpeasodonne
Aden, combined with media footage of Sudanese t
vessel s in Aden, indticaoes fhemdApPbapmamt Ade

27 November 2015, for example, | ocal medi a quo
claiming that a second contingent o f 100 Yemeni
l eft on boats from Port ZayidjinédpbusDphpbitethound
by the United Arab Emirates.

33 Military equi pment has al so been transferred
Monitoring Group analysed satellite imagery capt
whi ch shows the presenccleudofn gt awmhkast aanpdp eaarrt itlol ebrey
Leclerc mai n batptrlogpel & eks ho@63t zeemphianduBMP
infantry fighting vehicles (see annex 4). By Se
data anal ysi s, most of the vierhpiocrite sc oanpppoeuanrde.d t o
34 Since the submission of its previous report i
al so documented the rapid construction of what
per manent structewmrsdaserat enhte o8 o0 UWAtslks a b I nternati
including throug-heebbuanahysasebfi heghmagery (se
35 Satellite imagery also shows the constructior
September 2015, of a new port adj acent to Assab
clearigucogtin the most recent imagery taken on
Since September 2015, according t o Aut omat i c
transmi ssion dat a, a vessel owned by the Unit et
Dredging Companbheg altéhheMOt uNgob.o a9 6 79323) , has freq
Assab. I n addi Al orK,hhatdme rdarteeddg ebby t he s ame comp
reported to have been present in the new port, t
been brfoadcast.

36 Eritrean engagememal iitni otnh eh a¥e nelns o been the
i ncreasingly publ i c statements and acknowl edger
regi onal actor s. According to Eritrean media r ey
Af wer ki, and t he King of dSud wdzibaAadddbihae,] dSal man

w

4

See Al ex Mel |l o ariwWe sMi cchfa eS u eKzn i fgohrt st, Id,e Whnri toend tAreab Emir at
Roc ks, 2 SeptemberhtOfwar dvbhéeanbthksfdsound/z=2r0 16/ 09/ wes't

t heni-aee€ni r.at es

See, f o r A €k ldmp px IFgFHBUERRM Sky News Arabi a, 17 October 2015.
fromw. yout ube. com/ wat.c hiAvegd CEBEBUNYRO gWw9644641) is also
reported to be making regular transfers between Assab ai
are not broadcast.

fie y SHbrF pfiGrs O TFPRYFepd) | 8 B p resrByFFOKh ab ar  Ne wh\so vAegnebnecry , 2 7
2015. Avaiwlwavh [kenh afbracmmgency. net/ news44037. ht ml

See also JelAlmyl Bkaeahyeto be buil ddhgSalame ad facilit
Defhse WeekIlly8 3A6p0r i | 2 0 1véw w.Ajvaan d sa.bd eem/f &lratrk-tecdl e / 5956 1/ ua
beui |-@nanvfadc til@rtiyt r e a

y i
e
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di scussions in Riyadhnof2l2®ebOemkbebertBO1Mi nistr
Foreign Affairs of Eritrea confirmed in a state
Saudi Arabian initiative in thesfrigddi mgsas nst t e
to support the initiative without reservations
allifnceo

7 Similarly, on 10 February 2016, t he Ministr
publ i shed an interview with thehPchsihagent on i
stated

The Saudi gover nment has decl ared t o combat

S t ocobnedigupmaor.t efTdh ewietl heometn t s

somet hing that h a
t his region shoul d be routed

instability i n

mechani sm aodsthearkable to tackle the probl el

is to get rid of terrorism from the region ¢é

for the success of the initiative. The | evel

of power and resococpsr utdnhhiesneiedel pr
38 0On 2 January 2016, TesfaNews reported the unv.
AThank Eritread media campaign on the streets o
Presi®deetorgani zer of the campei gnngddmdhe broa
campaign-YaFeraswabk quoted on the Yemeni Ababiil
training of the resistance and the forces of 't he
as well as the wuse of the'ThavMbinrbgas®r ocautp t he por
confirmed with journalists based in Aden that bi
had been erected.
39 The Monitoring Group not es t hat Eritrea has
consideration of Eritrean engagemeihy by the con
stating that Athe SEMG again steps out of its me
and includes in its report an amalgam of outric
and insi'hlhet iGomsup. nonetheless reasserts that co
Eritrean engagement in t he conflict i n Ye men
i nvol vement of Eritrea in a regional military c
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SefPresildemts hel d di scussionso, wMatoKeng2sabDeaeember R29 a8 h
Avail abwvww.fmaodot e. com/ 2-04 &Wdi@d o ews demd t ml
See annex 2 for a copyfiEofi trkea ¢ teadnamémtt.dirSe e lalisan,ce

agai nst ot eTrersofra Nsenws , 21 Decembwew t26GF 5.n eAwsa inlea bl leer iftrroem
j o ksnasundii |l i-& lalriyaquacterestr or i s m
SefdOur regional policy is anchored on promoting our nat.i

interests: ®r Shiabant ,| d&di #ebruvawy. 2i0dl6ai Avaomabl e from
cat egor y bd wrge/ g2 jplmdadl -8 y ¢ h -@ mperdo mod unnhgi ocasw bkdalo ur

col | escetciwreitterpe e s 8 deantas

See annex iIBTh&elk Biisbread siginsTésbadNswstr2edanobr Adeale
Avail abWwvwew.ftreosf anesws i #étgyaesheamp.i t al

Sefin Cly 3wr yH@ATRAFpIT Jmc @ W F ayclBFC @ b abi i | 2 January 2016. Avail
frdamtp:// ababnieiws./n5e6t0/ 8y%e. nhet nml

Letter dated 4 September 2015 from the Per manent Repres
Nations addressed to tSHaACCR®Ii/ r2 0.d6p0 COdWME g mmigt § ¢ & (
response to a |l etter dated 25 August 2015 from the Coor
(S/ AC. 29/ 2015)SEMGIcO@Gn&e&ti on with the findings contained
regt on Eritrea.
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necessarily raises questionsavalye@amdi regnbaac gl i an
regi me i mpioseea,oni nErt he absence of speci fic at
Security Counci l

401 f the range of support provided by Eritrea t
as described above, constitutes either a direct
mat emi alr tfrom Eritrea or an exchange of milita
vi ol ation of the arms embargo. It could be reasc

Me mber State support for t
Eritrea tbespirbuieson of te
assistance relating to mi9loi7

construction of p ¢
ni cal assistance, t
2Y ad@t.i Wwi)t.i es (see

~ o 3

Eritrean air force migesitomasmdto | taly in
Septembeb

41 During t he first half of 2016, t he Moni tor
information from a network of sources in the Er
former senior members of -t aeeErar tfergoamh ntiHea t ar vy,
Eritrean air force was expected to travel to I

mission to ptocure weapons.

42 During the period from 22 to 25 June 2016, t h
a weapons de

aler from Ukedi nkbei 6Gr Bupgheahatt . aHeh:q
not engaged directly in procuring weapons for E
maj or order from Eritrea was under discussion wi
ti me, he c¢claimed to have p e rss owlhaol hkando wh eellge of
involved in procuring weapons on behalf of Eritr
Habtesel assi e. He <c¢l ai med that Eritrea, through
been attempting infor a |l ong timeod ttoo purchase
services for training personnel for air operati
the Group i mplicated Maj or Gener al Habt esel assi e

materi al from UBfrodlilnet Jp3ar 29.103 (G ea&nd 411) .

43 The Monitoring Group has documented UKkrainiar

military in previous reports, in particular witthth
military &i/ROrldf/ftd86ege3/020A12 /apmdb-aas) . 66n

3Vuly 2016, an opposition media source, Eri medr
it was c¢l| ai mendi anhaai rl 6t rUskfrfai ¢ contr ol and radar

in Asmara on 18 Jul yjedrurddretrr a ot swiytnhi ntgh e &ovwoer
44 Subsequentl vy, in August 2016, t he- Moni toring

source informatiedtegaltiegi od tHhaet Eaidrean air f ol
Gener al Habtesel assi e, had visited Italy in Jul
“Tel ephone | nnmaeirlviceow raensdpoendence with members of a networ
Eritrean diaspora, including former members of the Erit:i
“1't was claimed that thegovaeirneesnthaidl basnnkeauseéetieaAl | a !
Asmar a. It was also asserted that this was the second te
during the year; the first group, according to the arti

andnb@ge ven training om anhde tnhaei nitnesntdan cheh daacifonolodf new
equi pmewww. Sreieme dr e k 3 E 6@ WAVORIKGH 20L7H EEK § ./
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claiming to the ITtalian authorities that he was:s
Ro me . The Group r ecelitviepdl er espeopratrsat fer osnro ume e s , h
indicating that the actual purpose of the trip h
specifically spar® parts for helicopters.

45 The I'talian aut horities confirmed, i n of fic
Commi tt eee,detlreegtati on headed by Major Gener al Ha
visit ltaly in July 2016 furthe¥Majoortheir faci
Gener al Habteselassie was accompanied on the vi
Captain Yonas Heamnodk C@hpetbarient eArssteeer om Amanuel Gebr
The | atter two men have been identified on socia

46 According to reports received by the Monitori

and

Captain Gebremedhin @i dheotGovermmentooEritm

confirmed that Maj or Gemrer hd dIlHa bheeds el assi €t alny,
9Sept ember 2016 the other t wo me mber s of t he d

themsel ves for obligatory return ci hne ¢ k procedu
Asmar a. Mul ti ple media agencies have since repo
the two pilots. The I talian authorities have <co
the men had not sought asylum in I|Italy. However,
ofSchengen visas, t he pilots woul d have been a

2&uropean countries within the Schengen area.

D. Vi ews of the Government of Eritrea on t |

471 n a letter to the Chair of tdoeaLoenmidad ee dat
t hat the arms embargo dvdefaenes [Emi aceadsdancght
Article 51 [of the Charter of the United Nation
i n, among ot her pl aces, t he t own o f Badme an
i mb aleasn and referencing publ i c pronouncements
undertake militar ¥lnacSteipare mbregsi ®2e0 165r, i tErréda.r ea exp
t his pronouncement , noting that AEt hi opia cont |
il legally | asrogveer si1 goneser bfr ean territory, agai
international l aw and its treaty obligationd an
hal[ d] been calling on the international commun
Council, to shoul dercalttshiooepsipao ntso br espgctani ts
I nter vifeow nveirt Eri trean military of fimaéd by telephone on
correspondence with former Eritrean journalists, recei v
¥YResponse of | SAALC. 2O/ 0dbmSPMGePCender 2016. See annex
for a copy of the approved visa application forms for M;
YAn application for a fifth individual, Tesfaldet Habtes]l
therkEmint air force but holding a diplomatic passport, w a
the delegation, but it is not clear to the Monitoring Gi
®Letter dated 17 April 2015 fr om thhee UPeirtneadn eNnatt i Roenpsr e s ent :
addressed to the CHh/aAC. 29/ 2hEep/COMWNMML 2L e (
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Final and Binding o f 2002 Del i

obl i gati on, t he
the Eritreaf Ethiopia Border Commi s

Deci sions of

48 Eritrea also urged that the arms tembargo be s
regional security developments in the Horn of
Eritrea described how:

Extremi sm and terrorism is spreading i n t he
whom Eritrea shares | ong bordMdMandabt he Red S
and cwhiis only 30 minutes flight, is regrettab
supported, not restricted.
49 Eritrea concluded as foll ows:
Unli ke some countries who are asking the UN
action and intervenctliecanr, abE&di tsriempgplleses keggeshei s
Security Counci l to i ft t he ar ms embargo S
efficiently fight al l types of extremism and
sovereignty and territorial i nt egriistiys. Preve|
management .
501 n its most recent communication to the Monit
Eritrea again emphasized t hat it vi ewed t he e
counterproductiveo, pointing out, among other t
Eritreabs capability to effectively and ef ficie
regional and gl obal ZXAThrer Grriosunpp anmod eex ttrhearhi sEmoi.t r e
approach the Security Council to seek a waiver
i ncl uwhienrge t he Government deter mi nes t hat i ts
obstacle to its exercise of i-dt esf ernicgeh tu nodferi ndi v i
Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations.
ISupport for armed groups in the r1ec
51 Duing the <current mandat e, the Monitoring Gr
whet her Eritrea had been ar ming, training or eq
their me mber sShaibrmalbudiOng eAlagai n, the Group foun
evidence thatporbwvi i eg-Siwappabt to Al
52 As noted in paragraph 15 above, the Monitorin

Representative of Eritrea to t he Uni ted Nati on
information that the Eritreaen aaruntihnogr,i ttireasi nminggh t
and equipping of armed groups that ai med to dest
a response.

YLetter dated 4 September 2015 from the Per manent Repres

Nati ons addQCheasisre do ft ot HSH €CO®.nA /t 24 Celep /(€COMWMe ¥iIOnNg i ts
response to a |etter dated 25 August 2015 from the Coor
(S AC. 29/ 2015/)SEMGIcOGnNn&@&ti on with the findings contained
report on Eritrea.

®The response of Eritrea to issues raised by the Monitor.i

3August 2016, is contained in annex 1. 7.
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A.

Tigray Peopl ebs Democratic Movement

53 During its previous mandat e, the Monitoring
Peopl eds Democratic Movement (TPDM) represented
opposition group being trained,S/f2i0lédn8B8O® and ho:

par a. 50) . The defection of the former Chair of
an unconfirmed number o f fighters | oyal to hi m,
capacity of TPDM fighters remansinBthinofEiramrea t
i nterests. Reports received by t he Group i ndi
i ncreasi gl y fragmented On 6 August 2016, t he
in Addis Ababa

nterview with Mola Asgedom

54 Mol a Asgedom def ect etdhet oS uHtahni oipn aS & phtr eomhbgehr 20
along with up to 800 of his men, following disag
anEft hiopian ar med groups, including Ber hanu N €
S/ 2015/8®&R”a. 55).

55.0n 6 August 2016, foll owing an invitation fro
the Monitoring Group inter?%Hee weed oAusng eeddo m hiant Ahded i
had joined the Tigrayan Peopl ebs Liberation Fr
overthrow tGoeveminimemnar yof Col onel Mengi stu Hai |l
ADergo) . Foll owing the fall/l o f t he Derg in 19¢
Et hi opian armed forces and subsequently been d
region in 1998 <®Eurmimgepi daherwa&rfittethke atrehae end of t h
conflict, in 2001, he had |l eft t-hmp&s&ddopian ar:r
exile in Eritrea where he, along with other di
TPDM, often referred to as fADemhit &ri Heedascrib
intelligence service had advised TPDM in devel op
56 He said that he had been promoted to Chair (
conducted attacks against the Ethiopian ar med f
of nomtBehi opi a. He discussed the support provi c
al so known as fALenino, including the planning of
of ERN 450,000 (approxi mately $30, 000 at t he

September 20p®)yand *Meeapdés®. cl ai med to have en
with Brigadier General AbrahadeKassamddrihgthis |
while he was Chair, TPDM had had offices in Asn
Teseney and units in most border towns.

57 Thentier vi ew was organi zed by officials of t h
although no officials were present during the i
Monitoring Group was not able to either verify o

21
22

Anaudi o recording of the interview is on file with the S
Col onel Fitsum Yishak was first referenced by the Monit
report B56RP020AAWBIBenalhleegeads t o have been involved in the
highland Ethiopian armed opposition groups. I'n paragrap!l
(S/201n) 7R i's similarly described as directing Ethiopia
I n paragraph 46 oSf/ 2i0tlsh /r8d0geer tMofnart 020 Ihygy (Gr oup reported t
ally of the President, Brigadier General Abraha Kassa, I

16-16741
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Vi deo deptircdiimigng hef TPDM members in the manuf ac
i mprovised explosive device

58 Near the end of the investigative phase of it
provided a series of short videos and photograp
depictnhgt mai nimprovised explosive device manuf act
by the Eritrean military for members of TPDM (se

59 The Moni toring Group examined t he materi al
observations:

(a)The training cl ear liyt hs hroewgsar dnstta u dtoit dvn t
manufacture and setting of i mprovised explosive
and easily available materials, such as watch pa

(b)The footage appears to have been captured o

on the instmatteoiralamdditshel ayed, although on occ:
the audience for the training,;

(c)The trainees are wearing a variety of types
dr ess. Mol a Asgedom i s present in some of t he
probaebptyured before his defection to Ethiopia in

(d)The training is conducted inside in a smal/|
outside in rural scrubl and;

(e)ln one of the pictures, an officer i s wear
ERARMYn ot he breast pocket, indicating usually r

di vi sion and higher;

(f)On the basis of discussions with Eritrean n

the area, the topography visible at wvarious poin
high mountain and terrain, is*®consistent with to
60 A Me mber St at e provided t he Monitoring Gr o
individuals who <c¢laimed in telephone interviews
with the assistandatoft hay hatderbpreent eprr,esent at

which they ¢l aimed had been conducted in 2014 n
guestions about the nature of the training depi
been wunable to corrobaraatie ni rofrordmattei,onoronwhtehteh e
trainers had been affiliated wi t h t he Governn
i nvestigation is continuing.

B. Gi nbot Sebat

61 As reported by the Monitoring Group in paragl
(s/ 201»x,/,8088 July 2015, shortly before the defec
l eader o-Et hihepiaannt i ar me d group Ginbot Sebat and
established united front o ft roapvpeol slietdi otno gA sonuaprsa,
#Opesnourateemi al and previous Monitoring Group reports not
military training and penal facilities near Sawa, i ncl u
military coan22drli2p psts5%eeand annex 1.1. c.
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through Egypt and was personally ogreeted by a

Ye mane Gebreab. Ginbot Sebat has since mer ged
establish the Patriotic Ginbot 7, with Ber hanu

2016 was understood to have signed a memorandu
Oromo Democ?atic Front.

62 The Monitoring Group first provided detailed

its repor$/ X004 /2021748 6 ( dg8d provided a brief upd
report fSo/lr202®1Paeas. 58 and 59). I n previous r
reported that el ements of Ginbot Sabwt had had ¢
of ficials, including Col onel Yi shak, and had re
in Eritrea. I nvestigations conducted during the
interviews with former members of Ginbot Sebat

St at eisndi cate that Eritrea has continued to pro

movement, including in the form of Eritrean trav
63 Gi nbot Sebat cl ai med responsibility for an g
sol diers were kil lerdn ikt hAirdopai aMi nicrh , Masyo u2 (hl 6, den
the groupodés ability to conduct attd&cks well bey

Th e Et hi opian authorities were swif ft to discred,i

18/68

t hat t h r rcooruinstneruni t st dalkd drmd | edpttihreeda t hose
surr end d.

I nterviews with alleged former Ginbot Sebat fi gl
64 On 22 and 23 June 2016, the Monitoring Group
being detained by the Ethiopian auahorities whi
all egedly for their involvement in a failed att
They wer e interviewed separately and their acc
anot her

65 The first ma n , AAl emubo, cl ai med to have arri
| ookifnor empl oyment, only to be arrested and dei
for the Ethiopian intelligence services. Foll owi
forcibly conscripted int-wmodtPDMt raamidniumgl ep weaqrnt a am
at a traeningleéet Hamid (Gash Barka region, Er i
other trainees.

66 AAl emuo cl ai med t o have joined Ginbot Sebat
defection of Mola Asgedom in September 2015. I n
to the Haraernat hcea nbporndeer wi th the Sudan, wher e he
woul d be joining a contingent establishing a |
financing from the Government o f Eritrea. He «cl
2016 to Asmar a, wheEei heeaast riswalleddovd urhent s wi
names, after which he travelled to Kenya throug
ZA copy of the memorandum ofwwwdpatstiantddg hgoi g/ wwail abl e f

content/ upl oa dbse/t2woeledd BBG-MIOdn ed . pdf

®sSewww. youtube. com/ watch?v=AzGOLUhVhfo
See AEritrean terrorist group armed to the teeth manage

Onl ine, 12 May 2WWwée. t Agaial abll e ner-@ammédcarticles/ eritrean
groupl6émay. ht ml

16-16741


http://undocs.org/S/2014/727
http://undocs.org/S/2015/802
http://www.patriotg7.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/MOU-between-ODF-and-PG7-signed.pdf
http://www.patriotg7.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/MOU-between-ODF-and-PG7-signed.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzGOLUhVhfo
http://www.tigraionline.com/articles/eritrean-armed-group16may.html
http://www.tigraionline.com/articles/eritrean-armed-group16may.html

S/2016/92

16-16741

he entered southern Ethiopia, using public tran
in forests near Arba Mincédnt wallry ¢ apt Et &d ofpii m.n
67 The second man, fiBeyeneo, recounted a similar
claimed to have originally come from Derfana, a
its opposition to the Gover nmenstt edf bBEt htihoepi a. H
Et hi opian authorities in 2014 for alleged invol
after three months he had been released without
to Derfana, he c¢claimed to have beesa pressured

vill age el der s, and subsequently travelled to Or
the border. Af ter one night, he had been moved
camp near a village called Kot a.

68 He cl ai med to have receiweapamrsaimdtnwge dm JXuley u
and October 2015 and, after being deployed to a
been tasked with recruiting new members from Om
for the office came from Harena, bee training

2015, he was transferred to Harena, where he cl
who informed him that he would be joining the ¢
sout hern Ethiopi a. I n Mar c h 2016, he travelled
where heedvavei tihsskiri trean travel documents wunder

month residing at the ESAT television station.
Kenya through Qatar and Uganda, flying with Qat a
69 He provided det aainlds torfavealhe froommr IMal aba on
Kenyan/ Ugandan border to Nairobi, where he stay
nei ghbour hood, before heading north to the bord
made the final l eg of the jouameyhd otddhewasamp n
eventually captured by the Ethiopian forces.

70 The interviews were organized and attended by

Ethiopia. At the time of writing, the Monitorinece
or discount tvheen.i nf ormation gi

Peoplesd Alliance for Freedom and DemocH
71 On 25 March 2016, mul tiple media agencies pub
the first congress of the Peoples6é Alliance forl
Asmar a, i ncorporatipdigeobtshe i Bemiaghamg Mo vRene nt , t he
Peopl eds Liberation Movement, the Ogaden Nati on
Li beration Front and t he Si dama Nati onal Liber
resol uti on, Athe alliance ipprdedsirvne nmidndroi tuypr c
regime in order to safeguard and advance peopl es
deter mi*hTaei Moai toring Group has not yet been abl
which the newly established alriiamdeed etcleé ves s
extent to which it currently poses a threat in E

®see fAResolution of the First Congress of Peoplesd Al liar

( PAFD) o, 29 AMain ¢ mbR@etlB.r/o/mpeopl esafd. oo hwor dpressl/ resol
ficonhg-oPpeo pdlelsi-fagirc & e-a mdne moax-pw f d/

1968
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D. Front pour | a restauration de | O0unit® ef

72 The Monitoring Group previously assessed alle
anbDjiboutian ar meldn gpamugpegr dmhs20269 to 274 of it
for XO0RODI1Ip/ 48Be Group asserted that Eritrea had
arms and equipment to an armed dgroup associated
Dj boutian opposition Front pour l a restaurati ol
(FRUD), CbmRbBtt antC) (d¢&mRUABRNWUD, since 2008. The Gro
described how the armed group was active in the
mountains in t g o Whal k r agido nTsa, wher e it condu
op

rations with the aim of harassing the Djibo
pr r

u
e i

esent and received training and support in E
twithstanding the réekbativeofiasmalblesohl ehasd &l
e
i
0

>
o

operations under mi ned t he nor mal i zati on of
trea and thus constituted obst>I&@&2ion of t he
09pBer2011/p8B3a. 433).

I n 2015, the Monitoring Group described an e
i boutian authorities against Eritrea, reporti
bot agiionngal r eSjtilm b iJluintey .201 5, t he Group receive
mmuni qu® from the Government o f Dji bouti in
ntinued to support activities destabilizing
rough i s pappbronfCof SERODD/ BOREGZ) . 6A
bsequen note verbale transmittbhed dteo t he Grou
cidents between June 2014 and Aptred 2015, i nc
rebel s supported by Eritrea. I n August 201°¢
quested the Government of Eritrea to comment o
u-o, but received no response (see ibid., par a.

E
r
d
W
[

t
t

M-~ o~ o0 unvug~N —~m~—
VTOP< S33€CET00QQ—™WwW N—= =T

its vidMarchbADPIjilboROL6Nnthe Monitoring
senior of ficials of t he Government , in
or Foreign Affairs and I nternational (
the Permanendf Sttlte et atr gr iodr tdored Mime s 6
of the National Office fo®f Assistance
al so met senior me mber s of the securi

r were consistently e@exmmgesasced vaboets dgnt
Eritrea, with a sentiment expressed®that the cou

20/68

®sSe®/ 2015/ B8&Ra. 106 and for example, Samuel Gebre, f@ADjib

sabotaging stabilityo, Bl oo mber gwwve. . wsl, o oln8b eFregb.rcuoam/y 2015,

news/ art 0 F/sd j2DbbudPd@s € -Dfseacdd ot-Agiodagh r.i c a

®|nteroworedwsct ed in Djibouti, 30 and 31 March 2016.

!l nterview with the Director of National Security in Djil
1616741
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FRUD has publicly c¢claimed responsibility for
e currefOn nandabreuary, t wo Dj iilmoutsimani lgendar m
d Mossa Bahdon Far aho,utweorne Lkaiklel eAds sian awi ¢ tho oatr
ements who, according to a press release fron
me from across *the border in Eritrea.

o —3oS T u;

7
t

a
e
c

terview with alleged former FRUD fighters

During a visit to Djibouti by the Monitoring
me et returned Djiboutian prisoners of war, t !
terview two men all eged *Tloe bree rf omarerra tmeednbrea e
ey &@adtbeined in Eritrea as FRUD militiamen a
erations along the border between Eritrea and

The first ma n , iMohamedo, of 19 years of age
i , he had been kidsappeme beyanr 8edalmen i nc
joi utian province of Obock, and taken
ke Iiymdingi dwalss who seized them we,]
y dress who tohe hdes ctoommassit yt th
r some of their wounded. At the A
ived military, sports and ideol ogi cal traini
was to Al YHMHeerwase eDvje rbtowaliloWwi 6 aanséaienired to t
p near Massawa for the %Bvealt uaWwbyyeheswas h
e to escape during a border operation, and h
border and presented themsel vVves to the Djib

STO9O0O® OO TOOY9 N T IITSO0OO S

T OT TS gISSON O~ T

[
€
0

20n 1 October 2015, the | eader of FRUD, Mohamed Kadamy, i
Geneva in which he raensnpoounnsciebd Itihtey ofrooruptéhse burning of thr
Mar awal eh in Tadjourah on 30 September 2015. The vehicl e
company building the Tadjourah/ Randa/ Bal ho road. He cl ai
to provide ploodgi §toircaln siwgfemsnveabmydheegween 11 and
l1Xeptember 2015 that had seen attacks on civilians, but
message to the company stating that FRUD woul d not per mi
the fuAucepy of the press statement is on file with the
®See AAttaque contre |l a brigade de gendarmerie au Lac As:
des ®cl airlcd shetme®dn Bébruadwb2@wér bnati ondj . com/

att acqgounet be i gdaegl @ n d a rramnk aacsesl aghi n i gltdeir ret @rpip edr et se

ecliassement s

*I'nterviews with AAbdul d and fAiMohamedo, Djibouti, 31 Mar
®Although th€ombamt BREAYomr® FvalD not used by the interviewe

to the armed group with which they wgte associated, t hi
®The Monitoring Group was unable to find reports in publ i
from Djibouti to Eritrea in the time period.

The Monitoring Group reported in 2011 that militiamen f
Ghi bdo, 040 Al m afbr, beginning i n-200t90 b ears 220 Or &.s ul at eorf, in m
desertions, the training was -Snoma darfdrtthen tfag oAn d ada lbio.r
The facility at Andadal. was describedanads pri mitive, of f
smal | ar ms St/r2a0ilnli/ #g@BBexe 8. 1) .

¥The six companions initially abducted with fiMohamedo ar
Wi da (also referred to as a&igd/ &pplWkemamel ytabykmamput E
Massawa to the wAsstsabfrohd. Massawa

%At the time of the interviews, his three companions wer
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78 The second man, AAbdul o, described how he had
being approached at his home in the Obock regi
Mabl a mountains and in Eritrea and rose through
charge ofapprwonxiitmaofely 20 men with responsibili:t
isensitizationo. He acknowledged to the Monitor
from his base in Andabal. he had participated
border area.

79 AAbdul 0 namendantdkee of the base at Andabdali as
Eritrean officer or Afsergent chefo. He report ec
based at Andadal. before his departure: 60 head¢
a mobile force to andTuhcetr ebowadseralisnocuari adj ace.l
which housed 90 Eritrean mminéasypepeabbasnegel , Her
named the captain in charge at Wi 6a during his
Ramadan Ahmed and describedt thleepbasencienolfudi g
2,000 Ethiopians and Somali so, with the |l atte
oppositionShabadmdt KAh June 2015, the Ethiopian
camp to take part in peace talKg., Hé lclIFRIUDed t ha
fighters had been moved to Wi ba.

80 AAbdul 6 alleged that, although initially supp
form of training and other facilitation, at s o0 me
received new weaponst d&rry,m itrhcel uBEriintgr eRakh meE dhi ne
rocReopel l ed gr4nhardfefsl and AK

81 Eventually disillusioned with FRUD, he deci de
and returned across the border to Djibouti, hand
82 The ienmwsrwdre organized and attended by offici
Dji bouti. The Monitoring Gr oupupr eignuteesrtveide wasn opp
with both AAbdul 6 and AMohamedd and a number of
in August 2016tibsastihtdecauethothat they were una
interviews“Athathemotntnme. of writing, the Group wa
verify or discount the information given.
VFinancing in supportl1l180D7vi@aDanions
83 During the current mandat e, the Monitoring Gr.
an effort to assess whether the Government of |
support ar med groups operating on its soil or
constitutod & hker eaans e mbar go. During past mandat
on the roles of Eritrean State officials and th
for Democracy and Justice in controlling public
“I'n an interview with the Monitoring Group recounted in
FRU-BC commander then detained in Djibouti, fiMohamedo Jab
Government of Eritrea was fAsupportignguus ,wopirnadwiddi ng f oo
fighterso, but denied receiving any weaponry or militar)
primarily purchased ar ms a%/d2 Galnimyidtai.o 2 7f4&r)om Yemen ( see
“Email correspopnéfiénceatws from the Ministry of Foreign Af/f
Cooperation 19 to 22 June 2016.
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S/2015/B®&Ras. S6Rr0aAAdp&7aGE/ B30T13/ padl0a%s;. 74
anB8/ 201,1p/adr3a3s-38®B)6.4 I nterviews conducted by the
current mandate indica®*e no change in the situat

84 The | ack of transparency with regard to gover
and tkheoopemati on on this nmittt etrhe yahlihlei tGo voefr ntmte
Monitoring Group to assess whet her t he Governn

armed groups operating within its borders or b
Group sent an official invitation talthe Govern
i ssues with the financi al experts of the Group,

Security Coudnh2z44 (2BDSasonot received a reply (

85 The Security Commed!| t hasusoenof the fAdiaspor a
Government to destabilize the Horn of Africa or
2023 (2&tiYreans | iving in the dicasnptoroaf ar e expeée
t heir i ncome for each year since 1991 that t he
require access to the ser $iThciess ipm oivti sdeeldf bdyo etsh en o
constitute a violation of the sanctions measur e
fodnevidence that Eritrea has collected the tax
paragraph 112023 r(®salllyt i on

86 Il n December 2015, a currency reform progr amme
ofifcti ally to restrict the black market taking r oc
the old nakfa had to be deposited in banks, wi t |
attached. At the time of writing, the official €
to $1 Mont hly withdrawal s ar e Il i mited to ERN
combined with the phasing out of the wunofficial
receive more than ERN 50 for $1, has drasticall
the Eritaeamdpatopl east halved the value of t he
di asPor a.

V.Revenue from the mining sector

87 The Monitoring Group takes mRd0t2e3 qof20pgddrnagr aph

i n whiechSetcurity Counci l expressed concern at t
mi ning sector revenue to destabilize the Horn o
provide transparency i n its publ i c finances in
revenue wawsendott dbeviinogl ate relevant 18d4o0l uti ons, [
(20,862 (R2YOAP) (a2n@®2L)3 (26GLLY her mor e, in paragrap

t he resolution, t he Counci l decided that Me mb e
measures to prevent funds from the mining sect

“I'nterviews conducted with European Union officials in BI
di plomatic source in Dubai on 22 Febrwuary and 2 May 201
“ThMonitoring Group has reported extensively during previ
coll ected sBh2aelioparaiSGée el 4/ gamdd; B/ 120223/ 440
parasl33d2Baddl2/ pachG4. 87

“I'nterviews with members of the Eritrean diaspora in Osl
“l'ntervi ews wiatsteda dN@il montait i n Nairobi, 8 February 2016;
Hel ssbagked academic in Helsinki, 8 March 2016 and inter\
of ficials in Brussels, 26 and 27 April 2016.
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reol utions, including t hrough t he i ssuance o f
requested the Committee, with the assistance of
the optional use of Member States.

88 Since the adopt2a0n3 o(f2rllegoMaohi boring Group F
documented a |l ack of transparency regarding th
S/ 2012/ pdbas. S1®204d413d #d ®8 nD/t 20 1141/97;27 a s . 113

and 113/ 2@Ghi/ B8&ras. 91 and 92). This includes a
t h@over nment with the Group in allowing access
countryds territory. I n its report for 2012, t h
Commi ttee for due diligence gui del ines to i mp
di sclosure iamgd ¢ ®di mar ksuper vision; and mandat ol
S/ 2012/ pdbd=2.1)118n its subsequent report, the G
option o f joint supervision, whi | e noting t ha
voluntary cooperati o/ d¢y13 hppadGb&v.2)yIn5snBe nt ( see

Mi ning sector activity

89 Eritrean mineral deposits include copper, gol
may al so bawée sbgofr &l gas and oil reserves, but
proven. According to the Director Gener al of the
Ki breab, 16 foreign mining compatfnsi tasr e conduct
report for t2drlidng t@GreowWMmnoutl ined the regulatory
the operation of minimd 20dpmp gRI7TA2.1))a1Thietrea (S«
State mining company, Eritrean Nati drmal Mi ni ng
right to a free 10 per cent carried interest ar
3per cent stake in mining joint ventures.

90 There are two mining joint ventures in produ
Company and the Zar a aMidnitmgo Shhaarte aGoempparnoyj,ect ed
production within two years, the Asmara Mining

Mi ning Share Company:

(a)The Bisha Mining Share Company, 40 per cent
60 per cent by Nevsun Rlees oRircshkas rmiNrre slumgat egp el 2Q
west of Asmar a, producing gol d, silver, copper a

(b)The Zara Mining Share Company, 40 per cent
60 per cent by the China Shanghai Group Corpor a
Technol ogi ca,l Cmperpetreas i bhe Kok a mi ne i n nort hei
began gold production in 2016;

(c)The Asmara Mining Share Company, 40 ©per ce
and 60 per <cent by the Sichuan Road and Bridge
Corporation Liedted, begiprohecproduction of gol
near Asmara early in 2 7

24/68
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See Mark Anderson, AMi ni nfircBr Re p3ela tMiai rgcsh d2e0elp6 .f or | obs o,
Avail abWwvew.ftrtoem f r i ¢ afHeopMfr it i. © @ ArhiErdis felge & p r
jobs. ht ml
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(d)The Col |l ulii Mi ning Share Company, 50 per c
and 50 per cent by Danakal:@ Limited, is project
deposit | ockmesdeasimeolt7Bsmara in | ate 2018.

Payments to the Government

91 From 2011 to early 2016 when the Koka mine b

mi ne was the only producing mine in Eritrea an
nearly al/l t hppaimd ntian gt ree veower nment . According t
2015 it paid the Gover nme7m.t6 $m2ill.I8 omi liln omo yianl tti
$8m2llion in payroll taxes and $6.3 million in
duties, totallingueNa2v$umi lallis@en piamidrld&wWweaMCO $19. (
in distributions during 2015, meaning that tota
di stributions for 2015 were $72.9 million. From
that the company paid the Government $582. 9 mil
in dutiteondv and return of capital to ENAMCO, f o
equalling an average of $16pedr middiiomdh. per year
92 The Monitoring Group has sought t o engage W
whet her revenue fnonEritseapmagt iboensbeii ng used
Government to support armed groupswvaiyn the regio
ar ms embar go. During t he previous four mandat e
cofnndentidliistyosnwome agreement si niguiwr ietst eanndr es po
suggested t hat guestions shoul d instead be dir
previous report, t he Group examined t he rel ati
contractors and subcontractors, including SENET
(Segenadl laengde d | vy, Mereb Cons SENET oins Co mpawmtyh ( Mer
African engineering and construction firm, Segen
Democracy and Justice, and Mereb is owned by th
ack of accedgscume nftiantainocni,alt he Group was unabl

“Nevsun has acknowledged hiring SENET as i

I

apparent di screpanci es bet ween t he amount s pai
Company to its contractors and subcontractors al
t he Bi sha mi ne, many of wph b end Si@Celhd 8d 2 been co
paras&lo2) .

93 The possible di ver si on o f unaaxwmeicht abl e sur
enterprises for the potenti al purpose of sanct.i
concern.glAyx,c otrtdéd nMoni toring Group continues to t
ci vil case filed by three Eritrean plaintiffs ac¢
the Supreme Court of British Columbi a, Canada,
i nformation magarndilngsttruet 6 e of the mining 1in
According to the notice of civil claim filed by
use of forced | abour by national service conscr i
mine by either Meridbr,eaegneand idrartyhe The plaintiff
“Nevsun Resources, fAPositive results: 2015

corporate soci
www. nevsun. com/ pdf/ NevsunCSR2015_Digital.pdf

ts contractor
subcontiNreaastummr .has denied that Mereb provided services to

Company, SENET or Segen.
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and other forced | abourers were compensated at
currently equal to some $°60 ahethéemefbifciwalitéenxng
the civil case remadfnedheoemedeamgalatapgmeall evedurt
Judgments are expected | ater in 2016 on sever al
or dismi$ the case.

Due diligence by Member States

94 As noted above, the Secu2r0i2t3y (Qobummjr)dded i n its
an obligation on Member States to take appropri
the Eritrean mining sector being used to viola
reporting requitmreamantve fiomrdutshei es have since be
t wo Me mber St ates and one regi onal organi zat
Transparency Measures Act ( CRmanla) Walslec$ti mmetl 50
Ref orm and Consumer Pr ot ecitrieoont iAce 2 0UIN3 /t 34d/ ESU ad fe

the European Parli ament and of the Council (Eur
approach, the measures are most similar to the
diligence by Member States outlinmedoby2®h2 Moni:'t
(sex/ 2012/ 5pda5 aa521)1190nce i mpl ement ed, t he me a
considerably i mprove transparency regarding g
extractive industries in ttErthega dandoel saadvdhreerses
gover nment expenditur e, however, the wutility o
sanctions compliance will apply only to one half
95 The t hree measur es ar e gui te similar i n ter
derfiiti on of reporting entities, scope of payme
i mpl ementati on ti melines. Wi t h regard to i ndu
Transparency Measures Act-Fraamrdk sWealtli oSt rlesedt4d Re f arh
and Consumer Rroovteac ttilbpen devxel opment of oi |, na
mi ner al s, whil e t he European Uni on directive e
reporting entities, al |l three measures apply to
Extractive Sector TrandparEamoypyeMdama dJnrn e Aldtr exrnt d \
apply to | arge °uAallli sttherde ec onmepaasnuireess. cover the sa
payments olnevae |priog eics royal ties, fees, product.i
bonuses, dividends anddo iamfdc mameastueeesmabbive mes
a minimum threshold below which reporting is no
Uuss 100, 000 or EUR 100, 000) . The first report ¢

Transparency Measures Aftcer wiiil $c ale yeaer sl 560n dd anygs
1June 2016, the first repor ity ankhdaMal beStiremrt 15C
Reform and Consumer Protection Act wil/ be due
as at 30 September 2018 and the timing of the
directvaeywattording to the status of national i

26/68
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50
51

Gize Yebeyo Araya, Kesete Tekele Fshazion and Mi hretab Y
Lt,d Notice of Civil Cl ai m, SupcemeeCo Re4E8I9e3f2r,Br St i sh Col u
20 November 2014.

Interview with human rights | awyer on 25 May 2016 in Var
For Canada and the European Union, an unlisted company |
criteria regardi nogn/aBsbR t2s0 (nCalnl$i o2n0) ,mianniual revenue (Can
EUR 40 million) and employees (250).
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96 Currently, of the four foreign companies in E
mine in production or devel oping a mine anticip
woul d appeactded Iby taHdse mandatory reporting re
which -i ssdedl on the Toront o, Canada, and New Yor
subject to both the Extractive Sector Transpare
of theFrhokd Wal | mStarnale tCoRefuare r Protection Act.

fiscal year mirrors the calendar year, whi ch me

Extractive Sector Transwiadrlenbg e a s ulr5e0s dAacy s 3
3December 2016 and its firtshe riBodaadk Waldler secti

Street Ref orm and Consumer Protection Act wil!/ b
2018. Thus, owi ng t o t he detailed mandatory r
Extractive Sector Transparency Measur es Act , d
Mo noirti ng Group, there shoul d be enhanced finan
Nevsun operations in Eritrea, including more sp
currently published in the companyés annual corop
VI Act sobbBaruct the i mplementation of
1820:09D)j i boutian combatants missir
sinche cl ashes between Djibouti and
l@GndJiuhe 22008
97 Since the armed clashes between Djibouti and
2008, the Security Council has demanded that Er
pertaining to Djiboutian combatants missing in a
in resabddteensbng the Erittneahl panchsossenelgy mein
its for mal interaction with the Monitoring Groufg
the issue should be handled by a dedicated Qat a
Groldp.
981 2015, the Monitoring Group briefed the Secur.i
information on the combatants, as directed, and
acknowledge the appropbiaoebheBa@amRaddf antdeldByuest (
As it had since 2012, the Group determined that
provide i nformati on on t he mi ssing combatants
resolludt6i 20 n(a2n0do 9t) hat t hose responsible should be ¢
measures under07r €(2080002)0 bh/ paBa. S/L3B15 /@2
2'n its 2&#8B| (PDbd#) Security Council demanded, among othe
acknowl eobge etrhedi spute and engage in diplomatic efforts
acceptable settl ement (ske&6 Al 0 PRy a. 5 (i) of resol uti
®The clashes broke out overnscudnat raonld ocafd jtahcee nRa st eDoruineorray . p
operations, combatants were capturedld¥7 b2 ®03>) des. I n |
the Security Council demanded tpheartt aBrniitnrge aa omaDk e baowatiilaanb |
combatants missing in action since the clashes so that
presence and condition of Dji boutian prisoners of war. ’
subsequent resolutieonndy,i m2lddd iy 2g0,dmdmo st rec
0On 9 June 2010, the parties agreed to a for mal ceasefir
resulting in the withdrawal of trempgs offr Qmttalra cont est e
forces on the joint border pending a final settl ement of
27/68
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par a. 111) . I'n paraiidaddbph2®h=z)déf ores,ol ubhé o6ounci l
again stressed its demand that i nbfloer,maitn on on t |
particular including to the Group.

99 I n Mar ch 2016, four of t he mi ssing combat an’
prisoners of war by Eritrea since 2008, were rel

Background to the release

100s reported to theM&Grictuoityg CGuaomepli by2®hk, ac
to the Government of Djibouti, the border <cl ash
sol diers dead, 39 injured and 49 handicapped, w
presumed to have been t&kenlasg®dBason’28r. oThevar
Government of Eritrea, however, did not acknowl
combatant s; neither did it seek to engage with
declared tonbeuisth objyi. bouti a

10

AConversely, the Gover nimeatt off D] i Boiut i e srhsa,r ed
1Rugust 2010, allegedly captured during the con
detained and accorded the status osf aprrei soners of
Binyam Mengistab, Mohamed Mahmud Abr ahi m, Shi sh:
Kuwaja Hal emi kael Gebresl ade, Yonas Berektb Msg
Ahmed Mohamed Fegi h, Fi shale Kubrom Tekl e, Asf a
Beyne Gebrab, Memaawy, TRUgebe Mana Andu, Ber ak
Gebrekidan, Kesete Sbhetu Nuguse, Tekl eweyni F
Habtemariam and Tesfu Wel demi k al Fruzin. The (
reportedly not directed any enquiergeag dt d ot he Gov
information on, or Bccess to, these prisoners.

.AODn 5 September 2011, two of the Djiboutian pr
med Eeleeye Yaabe and Khadir Sumbul (or Soumi
om Eritrean custadyoasdtmadbotbderrtwayhe Sudar
idence that at l east fi e further prisoners ¢
nce> @008 .January 2012, e Monitoring Group in
i soner s, who all egede t 10udtumer 2t0® 8t meiar &
umera they had initia been held in Assahb
abay Mandar, near Afabet, whence they had esc

i v
t h
tba
Iy

nWgoc uvuo >k
o0 T T < T O

®Se®/ 2015/ 80”ex 6.2. The Government of Djibouti has provi
hel d at Nagad theDjnbeutnati onal Commi ttee of the Red Cr
actors. Interview with a diplomat, Djibouti, 1 April 20:
Djibouti, 29 March 2016. I't i s underegtudad t hat the pris:¢
tel ephone contact with theirnrmemti|ofefsijciialtserivn el iwh d tht is,
3M™March 2016. I'n April 2016, the Djiboutian authorities
document dated 25 March 20h4 ode g direi lpirn g othlkeeg sguntrthentr <iotn
ARel ative ™ un ®tat des | ieux concernant
® dans |l a journ®e du 25/03/ 20140, on fil e
s eni oDrj igboovuetrin me3nlt Moafrfcihc i2a0l1s6 .i n
ers, the |l etter dated 6 October 2011 from
e Unitendanlonsaftoo mimg Beor ef at he escape
nmendeofhi Biingreayh®¢di demit edn prisoners of

e
and treat ment
Nagad, ef fect

%l nterview wi't
t
t
e

See, among o

Dji bouti to
t hat the Gov
(Ss/201n/ 617
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(s&é 2012/ papaThdpy8confirmed that they had been
ot hers who had been captured with them and who
escape early in SépOdpbambBERlU. (¥3ee They had ha
contact with any other Djiboutian prisoners, h o
on their other alleged 12 missing coll eagues wh
of the battlefield, i nl and, during the conflict
103 n July 20é4d, bpsthepMotmi toring Group in its
(S/ 201»p/ 8820t her Djiboutian soldier, Ahmad Abdul
from the border area separating Djittheut. and Er.i
assistance of the Qatari me dHea ttiooon waesa nu,n aobnl el 5 S
to provide any information regarding other Djibo
1040n 28 February 2016, the President of Djibout.
t hrdeaey iodlIf iwi sit to Qatar, reportedly stating dur
Qat ar, Shei kh TaMmhannib,i nomamadFAbruary that it he

the dispute between Eritrea and my <country [ wo
Dji bouti afions@adicearsbdbhe President of Eritrea al sc
t Wage YMHesistubsequent | y bdeay nwar ksiencgo nwi stihtr eteo Qa
15 *Momr d8. March, the Government of Eritrea f|
i soners of ware tsou bGaetqaure;nttihyeyi mwmeedi ately retur
companied by the Minister for Foreign Affairs
dul rahman -Bhandassim Al

>YT O W

n
;
c
b

Testimony of the former prisoners of war relevar

10.5Trhe Governmewti ofr ®dyiided the Monitoring Group
four released prisoners of war wupon their retur
i nformati on on t heir period in captivity. The
pri soners of warmwhroi thraeddare scwmptead f rion 2011 on 30
10.6The four returned prisoners of war confirmed
group of seven combatants detained by Eritrea at
June 2008 and that they hawo be¢tdi ehe owbmr Ades esf
in 2011.

10.Mhe f or mer prisoners indicated that t hrough
repeatedly requested to exercise their ri ghts e
Third Geneva Convention,pomadéeémadé ngnd hacceghttso ot
United Nati ons or t he I nternational Commi ttee
under stood, for exampl e, t hat the United Natior

®Se®/ 2012/ &ddex 4.1.d, for an aerial view of the Shabay N
adjacenti prtgon fac

¥Se®/ 2015/ @8&Ra. 109. According to officials from Djibouti
sol dier while he was being escorted in a Qatar:i vehicle
“See ADji boutwi tstayBrittai&a to depend on release of prisone
4Mar ch 2016. Avwawi. lealsltea ffrroo mom/-28a0-1s@ ik 3t¢h0i3t/ g a bout i
depemde | edpsrei soner s

®’See APresident |saias Afwerki today arrived in Doha cit)
2014. Avaiwlwavb lye uft rudtrec. hc?ovne/Wya SSNv sc Yo

?See AEmMir of Qatar receives visiting Eritrean President
fromw. tesf anewmirretepyaesd santas/
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where they were held to fideal wi tchpitahre Et hi opi a
prisoners had been taken to the Sudan in 2010.
however, and they were simply instructed to fist a
10.8rhe returned prisoners also recounted how th
Dj ama Ahmed Albream, deha@aimad with them, had been
their pl ace o f detenti on S 0 me 18 mont hs befor
hospitalizationo. They explained that Abrar had
of a bull et injurytsesuet ainn@dO0Bef ddpponhiasskéag t he
news of hi m, they had been told repeatedly that
wel |l o.

10.9rhe men confir aeoda yt htarte athreeért dways adequate anc
wer e +#foteaitleld or pumrif $sleed.,t hien ®lswcdipreg of t heir co
September 2011. Food was poor, however, whi ch a
medi cal treat ment mi ni mal . They had no access t
requested to engage in aniysttedboun, kewbptchg wbhbeénmn
occufied.

11.0rhe six men confirmed that during their capt.i
heard reference to the existence of other Djiboi
guards or others whom t heyonmeyt :prfiiwvseo ntelrosuog h tT hveey
claimed to have been aware of prisoners and sol
camp at various ti mes, primarily Ethiopian, but
i solation from al/|l ot her gr ouphse eiatmper Thheeiyng tr
had come into only very occasional contact wi t
moved to use washing facilities.

11.1The for mer prisoners described the <circumstar
whi ch began wi t h an anndoeincg memtang hartr etdh ely a twee
1™March 2016. It was onvegr whear Ityheiyn welme makmrinn
l18arch from the base and onward to Asmar a, i ncl
told that they had Athe greetingnrr ed tthat Head ¢
they were being released.

the end of the interviews, the Monitoring
with their consent and verified them against i
ided by the DjiboutiaatauntBomi ssésagr éganding

I nformation on the remaining combatants missing

11.3A¢t the time of t he Moni toring Groupds Vvisit
i nformed the Group that Eritrea had provided no
combasamwho remained unaccounted for, including
seven prisoners detained together but transferr
circumstances as a whol e, however, and from indi
Group, itthwats Abirkeerl yand the other 12 combatants

30/68

“The men noted that the q

I nterviews conducted wi't

ty of the food provided had
. At t he same ti me, t heir s |
al s

ual i
coll eagues in September 2011
h s2Qutrotyl sdatoh 2016 ci in
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114 n its midterm report to the Council in Apri
recommended that Eritrea should be urged to cl a
sol di ers i denti f iaesd shtyi | | Dj imb cswstiin g i n actior

S/ AC. 29/ 2005/ NOTE. 21

11.%On 10 May 2016, the Chair of the Committee wr
medi at or bet ween the partiesoft ot reequemdi ninMfgpr ma
combatants mi ss$8hAfC.ih9 /a0l @/mOGt.946ee absence of a r
t he Chair wr ot e t o Qatar on 17 JBAae t o reiter
response hadedottbébde téemeiof writing.

11.60n 23 Awugust 2016, the Monitoring Group wrot
l etter from the Chair, to note the Groupds wupco
t he enquiries regarding t he remaieing combat a
S/ AC. 29/ 2016) SEMG/rGCs.p8odnse had not been receive
writing. On the same dat e, the Group also wrote
the status of the remaining combatants.

11.7A1 t hough no writtend reepdrhmies waoagsreegendence,

24August 2016, i n t he cour se of t he Monitorin
Government of Eritrea on the content of its rep:¢
Eritrea to itohnes Wntiatteedd Nahtat Abrar was dead. Subs
t h Group, he ¢l aimed that there were mor e

, t hat Abrar had died

i
e

Eritrean custody a
d yj Qme aGowvar AWeMareh 2016

no
nd that
an concluded o]

d
b

Current status of Djiboutian combatants missing
with Eritrea in June 2008

11.80n the basis of the information provided by t
testi mony provided to the Monitoring Group by t|
of war , the following provides the most current
19Dj i bouthathanctosm al | egedl vy mi ssing in action as
conflict between Djibouti and Eritrea in June 20

Escaped former prisoners of war
(a)Ahmed EIl eyeh Yabeh, born 1971;
(b)Xadir Soumboul Al i, born 1975;

Rel eased formerr prisoners of wa

(c)Osman Mohamoud Ahmed, born 1964;

(d)Chei ko Borito Ali, born 1964;

(e)Mohamoud Hildid Sogey, born 1971;

(f)Al'i Abdallah Lubak, born 1968;
SEmai l from the Secretariat to the Monitoring Group, 28
®Response of Eritrea to issues raised by the Monitoring
2016, contained in annex 1. 7.
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Pri soner of war confirmed to have died in Eritre

(g)bj ama Ahmed Abrar, born 1972;

Combat amnitrsg mims action since June 2008
(h)Aden Ahmed, born 1953;
(i )Abdour ahman Mahmoud Farah, born 1967;
(j Hassan EI mi Had, born 1965;
(k) Hoch Ofl eh Kochin, born 1967;
(I ) Awal eh El eyeh Yabeh, born 1973;
( mMAwal eh Abdi Omar , born 1973;
(n)KamYdussef Al i, born 1970;
(o)Meiraneh Al o Bock, born 1973,;

(pHoussein I brahim Houmed, born 1978;
(g)Abdill ahi Daher Said, born 1965;
(r)AL Gohari Gadito, born 19638;

(s)Mohamed Youssoud Oudoum, born 1966.

11.9The release and rteitur wi thtomehe¢ oaDgii btoaance of

medi ation team, of the four prisone¥Ys of war hel
It wa s a significant devel opment, both in term
comprehensive agreement of npulniea n2c0el Ob ya nEdr iwirteha r
with the sanctions regi me. Neverthel ess, al thou
died in custody, 12 other combatants remain unac
12.0rhe Gover nment of Eritrea has informed the Mo
ma e Djiboutian combatants alive in its custody:
that Eritrea confirm the circumstances of the de
on the field of battle or in custohle, and, i foot
cause of death and place of buri al. Not only i s
Council, but al so it iy meduicusdompar ynt amwnabli o mw:
See, for exampl e, African Union press release, AiThe AU (
Dji bouti prisoners bwwWwrpdacaadu. Avaast baba peifcloe/ t he

wel c etnheee | eddsjei bpruits drnyerrist r ea#st has.h. 1 al J5RCO. dpuf
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Vi

Eritrea ®¥BirebdGumdip therefore requests the Counc
cl gritfhe situation of the remaining soldiers ide
in acti n as a result of the conflict in June 2

o}
and as directed by the Council

Recommendati ons

Di sassoci ataond 86m&ri arsancti ons

12.1Given that the Group has been unable to find

suppor t-Shfaocbhra akdl i n Somalia for three consecuti ve
Group recommends that the SecuritEyiCowraci | cons
and Somalia sanctions, potentially through one o

(a)The establishment of a separate committee

Eritrea;

(b)The establi shment of a separate committee o]
Group as currently configured supporting both <co

(c)The establishment of a distinct monitoring
the current Committee.
Bil ater al and multilateral support to Eritrea

12ZTrhe Monitoring Groufecegrciomme@Gadsnceihlatr ¢epeest M
States and appropriate international and regi on.

h e Government of Eritrea support for t he dev
programme on strengthening thmecgtapacity of publ i
Military operations involving Eritrean | and, t el
security forces

123 n the | i gvay odadr msh ee mbwoor go on Eri trea, as out |
5 and 6 offl90@dsé¢b@atm@dn he continuing military act.
States within and nearby the port of Assab, as
present report, t he Moni toring Group recommend
advice to Membemc®t avtigsh drhec emmblairag o .

16-16741
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Eritrea ratified the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 19

First Genevap&otmyenoi @ancomafl ict is required to record, e
respect of each dead person of the adverse party falling
may assist in his identificRowem omcwhiideé mghdé ajdepesdgnat.i
( bar my, regi ment al, personal or serial number ; (c) surna
birth; (f) any other particulars shown on his identity
deat h; ( h) particul arsoconeespi nf deanhts. oArtl thess20 of
Geneva Convention provides that, in respect of prisoner :
annexed to the present Convention, or |lists certified b
di e as spoifsowmer shall be forwarded as rapidly as possibl
I nf ormation Bureau established in accordance with Articl
l'ists shall show particulars of identlitty ams @étsootwthei n
date and place of deat h, the cause of deat h, the date ari
necessary to identify the graves. o
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Annex 1

Correspondence between the Monitoring Group and Government of Eritrea
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Annex L1 Monitoring Group correspondence, 21 March 2016
(S/AC.29/2016/SEMG/0OC.23)

=5

UNITED NATIONS F"‘it'! NATIONS UNILES
Somalia and Kritrea Monitoring Group

REFERENCE: S/AC292016/SEMGAXC 23
21 March 2016

Exadlency,

1 have the honour to address you i my capacity as Coordirator of the Somalia and
Entrea Monitonng Group (SEMG) mandated pursuant to paragraph 31 of Sccunty Councal
resolution 2244 (2015), winch 1s attached for case of refarence.

As you arc aware, paragraph 16 of resolution 1907 (2009) "ldjemands that all
Mcmber States, in particular ntrea, cease armung, truning and cquipping armed groups and
therr manbars induding Al-Shatxab, thed am (o destabnlize the regon or mate violanee and
awvil stnfe in Dpbouts * As such, the SEMG 1s roquesting, information Entrean amthontics
may have wgarding the amung, trumng and apuppng of armed groups that am o
destabnleze Pntrea

The SEMG s also sockmg, mformabion reganding the allepoed wrstnkes Lapoting the
Basha Minc on 20 March 2015. Any such information you arc walling to sharc wath the Group
would be thoroughly cxamnad and gratcfully reccved.

The SEMG would welcome the opporfumity lo discuss (hese maliers in Asmara. As
you e aware, the SIMG has not visitad Asmara sanece 2011 The SEMG s dedieatod to
strongthamng rdabions with (he Entrean anthontics over the comrse of this mandade. The
SEMG would like to inchade any information you wish to provide in its midterm bnef to the
sanchions Commtios that s schoduled for mud Apnl.

Ihs Pxoclloncy

Mi Garena Asmaom Taslay
Penmanont Representabive of Fotrea
to the United Natons

New York

o e of the Scamty Council Commtios parsism (o resolutions 751 (1992) el 1907
(2009) concermmyg, Somale and Hatecn

1616741 35/68
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S/AC 29/2016/SEMGAXC.23 2

We would be mest gratelul for your reply to the Momtonng Group po later than |
Apnl 2016 through the Scerclary of the Sccunty Council Commitice pursuant (o resolutions
751 (1992) and 1907 (2009) concamng Somalia and Lntrca, Ms. Snyczana Gillingham
(Room DC2- 2016, Umited Nations, New York, NY 10017; fax |1-212-963-1300; c-mal:
gillingham@un.org |and| sc-751-1907-committcc(@un.org).

Excdlancy, please allow me to ofler you the assurances of my highest consideration.

// |
Chnistophe Tragber
Coordinator
Somalia and Critrca Monitoning Group
Sceurity Council resolution 2241 (2015)
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Annex 1.2: Monitoring Group correspondence, 7 April 2016 (S/AC.29/2016/SEMG/OC.28)
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UNITED NATIONS ’-ZL&"U NATIONS UNIES
Somalia and Enlrea Monstormg Group

REFERENCE: S/AC 292006/ SEMGAX 78
7 Apal 2016

xecllency,

1 have the honour to address you in my capacily as Coordinator of the Somalia and
ntrea Momtonng Group (SUMG) mandited purswmnt (o paragraph 31 of Scamnty Counal
resolution 2244 (2015), whach is attached for cse o refaence.

In accordance wath its mandate, the SEMG 1s responsible lor invesbgating, infer alia

11 wiolations of the arms cmbargos on Somalia and lntrea,

L1 acts that thrcaten the peace, sccunty or stability of Somalia;

11 ohstruction of hnmanitanan assistance to Somalia;

11 Entrean support for individuals and groups responsible for destabihization of, or
viokanee in, the region,

L1 obstruction of the implcmentation of resolution 1862 (2009) concermng Dpthouts .

[l ohstruction of the work or investipations of the Momtonng Group; and

(1 wiolations of the ban on the exportation and unportation of charcoal from Somaha

In accordance wath paragraph 32 of resolution 2244 (2015), the SEMG wall provide
its mudicrm update to the sanctions Commuttee on 22 Apnl in New York. In its cfforts to
strongthen rdators wath the Entrean sthontics T would hke to suggest a mochng with you
on 20 or 21 Apnlin New York: st wall give me the opportunity to provide advance visibility
to your Govanment on our prediminary findings. We could also discuss matters of mutual
micrsts and more speahically subjeds montioned . om0 oowr ot
(S/AC292016/SEMG/AOC 23) dated 21 March 2016. | would like to raterate that the Group
15 commitiad to a far process and transparcncy.

s Excellcocy

Mr Girma Asmcrom Tesfay
Permanant Rgeesentabive of Entrea
to the United Nations

New York

oc: Chair of the Secunty Council Committee pursuant to resolutions 751 (1992) and 1907
(2009) concoming Somalia and Fritrea
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S/AC.29/2016/SEMGAXC.28 2

We would be most grateful for your reply to the Monitonng Group no later than 15
Apnl 2016 through (he Secretary of the Secumity Council Commitiee pursuant (o resolutions
751 (1992) and 1907 (2009) concemning Somalia and Lintrea, Ms. Snjezana Gillingham
(Room DC2- 2016, United Nations, New York, NY 10017; fax +1-212-963-1300; c-mail:
gillingham{@un.org |and| sc-751- 1907—commmee@m org).

Excdlency, please allow me to offer you the assurances of my highest consideration.
A

A

— ’T

/,/

Chnstophe 'l ngber

Coordinator

Somalia and Entrea Monitoring Group
Seaunty Council resolution 2244 (2015)
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Annex

Government of Eritrea  correspondence,

(S/AC.29/2016/NOTE.24)
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SECURITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE PURSUANT
TORESOLUTIONS 751 (1992) AND 1907 (2009) 21 April 2016
CONCERNING SOMALIA AND ERITREA

Letter dated 20 April 2016 from the Permancnt Representative of Eritrea

addressed to the Chair of the Committee

Excellency;

I have the honor to inform you that, in the spirit of cooperation and transparency, | have
met with the Coordinator of the Somalia Eritrea Monitoring Group, Mr. Christophe Trajber on
20 April 2016 at the Permanent Mission of Eritrea. During the meeting, which is the second
meeting this year, my delegation provided extensive oral explanation 10 the issues contained in
the letters of the Somalia Eritrea Monitoring Group dated 21 March 2016 and 07 April 2016 as
well as additional issues raised during the meeting. In addition, 1 handed the attached written
response of the Eritrean government to Mr. Trajber

1 would like to seize this opportunity to call on the UN Security Council

To immediately and unconditionally lift the unjust sanction imposed on the people of

Entrea.

T'he justification for the Eritrean support to al-Shabab has been proven to be non-
existent as the SEMG has ascertained that “it has found no evidence of Eritrean
support to al-Shabaab"”

Eritrea Djibouti issue is being handled by Qatar and Eritrea remains committed to
the mediation process.

Eritrea has in good faith fully coopernted with the SEMG and allowed it to visit
Eritrea twice,

The growing threats of terrorism and extremism in the Horn of Africa and the Red
Sea region, in particular the development in Yemen has an implication on
Eritrea’s peace and security

The 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda motto that “no one should be left
behind™ must be respected and implemented.

ORIGINAL: English

21

S/AC.29/2016/COMM.18

April

2016
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2 To clearly instruct and remind the SEMG to strictly adhere to its mandate of reporting
whether Eritrea supports al-Shabab in Somalia and how the Qatari government is
handling the Eritrea-Djibouti issue and refrain from dwelling on issuc that falls
outside its mandate, such as the conflict between Eritrea and Ethiopia and Eritrea’s
financial matters. The Eritrea and Ethiopia conflict is an issue of an occupied and
occupier and is not within the mandate of the SEMG. It is an issue that the UN
Security Council is seized upon. The SEMG must also respect “the sovereignty,
temritorial integrity, and political independence of Eritrea™ enshrined in the UN
Charter and UNSC resolutions.

3. To clearly instruct and remind the SEMG to refrain from presenting to the Security
Council Committee bascless and fabricated allegations collected from Ethiopian
officials and nameless and faceless sources. For example, the allegation that there are
“Eritrean soldiers are in Yemen" is pure fabrication and baseless. Just for the record
there is no UN Security Council resolution that restricts Eritrea from participating in
the global war against extremism and terrorism.

4. Todemand Ethiopia to respect its treaty obligations and various UN Security Council
resolutions by withdrawing from sovereign Eritrean territories, including the town of
Badme.

These actions by the UN Security Council will positively contribute to peace, security and
development in the Horn of Africa and the Red Sea region.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration; and | would appreciate it
very much if this letter and its attachment is circulated to the members of the Security Council

Committee.
iincerely;
/ 1’ v

Girma Asmerom
Ambassador and Permanent Representative

40/68
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Permancent Mission of 1he State of Eritrea
T'o the United Nations, New York

Subject:-  Meeting between Ambassador Girma Asmerom, Permanent

Venuc:-

Time: -

Representative of Eritrea, and Mr. Christophe Trajber,
Coordinator of the Somalia Eritrea Monitoring Group
Permanent Mission of Eritrea

20 April 2015
11:15am

I have the honor, in the spirit of cooperation and transparency, to welcome you and members of
the Secretariat to the Permanent Mission of Eritrea to discuss issues of mutual concern and
inferest you raised in your letter of 21 March 2016 and 07 Apnl 2016 as well issues you might
raise today. On the issues you raised in your letters and today, [ would like to hand you Entrean
government's written response which I will also elaborate orally.

In reference 10 your letter S/AC 292016/SEMG/OC.23 dated 21 March 2016, my
delegation would like 10 underline that the Entrea-Tithiopia conflict is not within the
purview of the SEMG’s mandate. Although the sanction against Entrea was politically
motivated to divert the issue of Etopia’s occupation of sovereign Entrean temtory,
including the town of Badme, as well as o weaken Entrea’s economic and military
capability, Ethiopia-Eritrea conflict was never raised or discussed when the unjust
sanction was imposed on Entrea. |he Eritrea and Ethiopia conflict is an 1ssue of an
Occupicer and Oceupied. The two countries are practically at war. It is an issue that is
addressed by the UN Security Council under en existing standalone sgenda item and
should remain as such. It 1s the Occupier (Ethiopia) and not the occupied (Eritrea) that
is destabilizing the region. Therefore, we urge the SEMG to stick to its mandate of
investigating “Eritrea’ support to al-Shabab in Somalia™ and the Djibouti-Eritrea issue

In reference 1o the letter S/AC.29/2016/SEMG/OC.28 dated 07 April 2016, Eritrea
continucs 1o constructively and transparently engage with the SEMG. In this regard, it
must be recalled that the SEMG has visited Enitrea twice and has cxtensive discussions
with all relevant ministries, government and private institutions. Morcover, in the past
three years alone, Entrea and the SEMG have had 15 meetings, including three video
conferences in which the Eritrean officials provided extensive oral explanation. Eritrea
has also provided numerous clear, timely and comprehensive writlen responses to the
SEMG and the UNSC. Therefore, while Entrea has fully cooperated with the SEMG to
misrepresent the ongoing consiruclive and transparent engagement of the Eritrean
government with the SEMG as a “lack of cooperation™ 1s not only factually wrong but is
an attempt to create a pretext to continue the unjustificd sanctions against Fritrca. We
expeet the SEMG to reflect our response and cooperation in its reports.

$00 Sccond Avenuce [8th Flour New York, NY 10017 « Tol: (212) C87-3390 « Fax : (212) 087-3 138

e.mail : perenmi@entrea-unmission org
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Permanent Mission of 1 he State of Eritren
I'o the United Nations, New York

Conceming the issue you raised today:

[

The issue concerning the “potential diversion of the mining revenues™ is anchored on
hypothetical and speculative assumption. Moreover, the SEMG assertion that it has the
mandate “to monitor developments in the mining sector, particularly with respect to the
transparency of government mining revenue” is not true and sccurate. The UN Security
Council resolution 2023 (2011) does not give the SEMG such mandate. In spite of this
fact, in the spint of transparency and cooperation, Eritrea has provided detailed
information to the Group regarding the total revenue it carns from mining scctor and their
allocation. Eritrea earns about 200 Million USD per year from Bisha mining, while its
annual expenditure for fuel 1s over 300 million USD and its food import is about 200
million USD Therefore, there is no justification for the SEMG to continue with its
hypothetical and speculative investigation and reporting methodology under the cover of
“potential use™.

Somalia Eritrca Monitoring Group must respect the standards for investigation as
stipulated in the Report of the Informal Working Group of the Security Council on
General issues of Sanctions (S/2006/997) which, inter alia, underscores the necd for
expert panels to rely on venfied information and documents, and ensure that their
“assertions are corroborated by solid information and that their findings are substantiated
by credible sources”. The SEMG must also respect “the sovereignty, territorial integrity,
and political independence of Eritrea™ enshrined in the UN Charter and UNSC
resolutions. It must stop including in its reports fabricated information such as Eritrea has
sent soldiers to Yemen, there is Eritrean hand on the Oromo protest etc. We have no
doubt that this information is gathered from Ethiopan officials as well nameless and
faceless sources.

In conclusion, since the two justifications for imposing the unjust sanction against Eritrea; 1.e,
support to al-Shabaab in Somalia™, which has proven non-existent, and “border dispute with
Djibouti”, which is handled by Qatar, the SEMG consistent with its findings and mandate has an
obligation to recommend to the Security Council for the immediately and unconditional lifting of
the sanction against Fritrea

Once again, on behalf of myself and my delegation | thank you for your constructive interuction

and exchange of information.
BRI
2
£00 Second Avenue 18th Floor New York, NY 10017 « Tel : (212) 687-3390 « Fax : (212) 687-3138
e-mail - gEneral(@ crrcy-Uunnission.om
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Annex 1.4: Monitoring Group correspondence, 9 June 2016 (S/AC.29/2016/SEMG/OC.45)
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UNITED NATIONS @ NATIONS UNIES
Somalia and Eritrea Monitoring Group

REFERENCE: S/AC.292016/SEMG/OC 45
9 June 2016

Excellency,

I have the honour to address you in my capacity as Coordinator of the Somalia and
Eritrea Monitoring Group (SEMG) mandated pursuant to paragraph 31 of Security Council
resolution 2244 (2015).

In accordance with its mandate, the SEMG is responsible for investigating, inter alia:

violations of the arms embargos on Somalia and Eritrea;

acts that threaten the peace, security or stability of Somalia;

obstruction of humanitanian assistance to Somalia;

Eritrean support for individuals and groups responsible for destabilization of, or
violence in, the region;

obstruction of the implementation of resolution 1862 (2009) concerning Djibouti;
obstruction of the work or investigations of the Monitoring Group; and

violations of the ban on the exportation and importation of charcoal from Somalia.

The Security Council, in paragraph 26 of resolution 2244 (2015), called on Eritrea to
cooperate with the SEMG, including on financial issues, in accordance with the SEMG's
mandate, in order to demonstrate that Eritrea is not violating the terms of relevant Secunty
Council resolutions. In this regard, the SEMG would be grateful for an opportunity to meet
with the Minister of Finance of Eritrea, as well as other relevant State officials of Eritrea in
Asmara on 18 or 19 July. Should you wish to suggest different meeting location and dates,
the SEMG remains open to consider options that would suit your authorities better.

His Excellency

Mr Girma Asmerom Tesfay
Permanent Representative of Eritrea
to the United Nations

New York
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We would be most grateful for your reply to the Monitoring Group as soon as
possible and no later than 20 June 2016 through the Secretary of the Security Council
Committee pursuant to resolutions 751 (1992) and 1907 (2009) conceming Somalia and
Eritrea, Ms. SnjeZana Gillingham (Room DC2-2016, United Nations, New York, NY 10017;
fax +1-212-963-1300; e-mail: gillingham@un.org [and] sc-751-1907-committee@un.org).

Excellency, please allow me to offer you the assurances of my highest consideration.

Sincerely,

Christophe Trajber

Coordinator

Somalia and Eritrea Monitoring Group
Security Council resolution 2244 (2015)
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