
 United Nations  S/2012/876

  
 

Security Council  
Distr.: General 
27 November 2012 
 
Original: English 

 

12-65581 (E)    241212 
*1265581*  
 

  Letter dated 23 November 2012 from the Secretary-General 
addressed to the President of the Security Council 
 
 

 I have the honour to transmit a letter dated 13 November 2012 from Mr. Ramtane 
Lamamra, African Union Commissioner for Peace and Security, on behalf of the 
Chairperson of the African Union Commission (see annex). Enclosed with the letter 
is the harmonized concept of operations for the deployment of the African-led 
International Support Mission in Mali, endorsed by the African Union Peace and 
Security Council at its 341st meeting, held in Addis Ababa on 13 November 2012, 
as well as the communiqué of that meeting.* 

 I would be grateful if you would bring his letter, together with the endorsed 
concept of operations and the communiqué of the African Union Peace and Security 
Council meeting of 13 November 2012, to the attention of the members of the 
Security Council. 
 
 

(Signed) BAN Ki-moon 

 

 
 

 * The enclosures are being circulated as received, in the languages of submission only. 
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Annex 
 

  Letter dated 13 November 2012 from the Commissioner for Peace and 
Security of the African Union addressed to the Secretary-General  
 
 

 On behalf of the Chairperson of the Commission, I am writing to you, as a 
follow-up to her letter of 25 October 2012, forwarding the communiqué of the Peace 
and Security Council of 24 October 2012 and the strategic concept for the resolution 
of the crisis in Mali. You will recall that, in that letter, the Chairperson of the 
Commission undertook to forward to you the concept of operations for the 
envisaged deployment of an African-led force in Mali, in response to the request of 
the Malian authorities to regain control of the occupied territories in the north of the 
country, dismantle terrorist and criminal networks, and ensure the full restoration of 
State authority throughout the national territory. 

 I am pleased to inform you that the Peace and Security Council, at its 341st 
meeting, held in Addis Ababa on 13 November 2012, endorsed the harmonized 
concept of operations for the deployment of the African-led International Support 
Mission in Mali (AFISMA), as recommended by the Authority of Heads of State and 
Government of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), at its 
extraordinary session, held in Abuja, on 11 November 2012. I am forwarding, 
herewith, both the harmonized concept of operations and the communiqué of the 
Peace and Security Council, as well as the communiqué of the ECOWAS 
extraordinary summit. I would be most grateful if you could transmit this letter, the 
communiqué and the concept of operations to the members of the Security Council 
for their action, as appropriate. 

 I would like to echo the communiqué of the Peace and Security Council in 
noting that the strategic concept on the resolution of the crisis in Mali and the 
concept of operations provide the specific information requested by the Security 
Council, in its press statement of 18 June 2012 and its resolutions 2056 (2012) and 
2071 (2012). It is therefore our expectation that the Security Council will give its 
full support to both the strategic concept and the harmonized concept of operations 
and authorize, for an initial period of one year, the deployment of AFISMA, under 
Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations. It is also our expectation that the 
Security Council, in line with its primary responsibility for the maintenance of 
international peace and security, will authorize the establishment of a support 
package funded by United Nations assessed contributions, in order to facilitate the 
speedy deployment and operations of AFISMA. 

 In the meantime, the African Union and ECOWAS, working together with all 
stakeholders, will work towards generating the required forces and finalizing 
relevant aspects of the planned deployment. Efforts will also be made to assist in 
mobilizing the necessary support for the Malian defence and security forces. Efforts 
will also continue to assist the Malian authorities and other stakeholders to expedite 
the elaboration of the road map for the transition, as well as to support dialogue with 
all Malian rebel groups willing to seek a peaceful solution the crisis, on the basis of 
the principles agreed to by the international community. In this spirit, the successful 
completion of current efforts towards the Malian groups MNLA and Ansar Dine 
would be a decisive step in the right direction. We intend to closely coordinate our 
efforts with the United Nations. 
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 I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate our appreciation to the United 
Nations and the Security Council, in particular, for its leadership on this matter, as 
demonstrated by the adoption of resolutions 2056 (2012) and 2071 (2012). We have 
no doubt that the Security Council will build on the momentum generated by those 
two resolutions to assist the African-led efforts to address the continued worsening 
situation in northern Mali. 
 
 

(Signed) Ramtane Lamamra 
Commissioner, Peace and Security 
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Enclosure I 
 
 

[Original: English and French] 
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Enclosure II 
 
 

[Original: English and French] 
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